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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultatzon of 12¢h October 1858.

[T R g

- No. 124,
l to the Secretary to Gov_erqment, dated 25th September 1858, No, 4025.

* . « SIR, - .

' o

Read the following letter from Major E. LAWFORD, dfﬁciating Chief Engineer;

In acknowledging the receipt of Extract Minutes Consultation No. 1957, dated 23rd Sep-i

R

. tember 1858, I have the honor to observe that Mr. Bush’s accounts have been forwarded to the ;
' District Engineer, but I consider that the chief entries of sums due to Contractors should be
thoroughly scrutinized by examination of accounts and actual measurement of work as far as that
is practicable, and for this purpose I select the two charges already specified in my letter No.
3392, dated September 3, 1858, viz. Rupees 7,278-1-5 said to be due to Annaeawmy Moodel]y,

“and Rupees 2,180 to another Contractor.

7 ~

claiming a sum of Rupees 4,239 which to the best of my recollection did not appear as one sum
in Mr. Bush’s accounts. This has only been received within the last few days, and I would again
~refer to the sum of Rupees 808-15-1 which was dec1ded by Captain Jhonston to be due by Mr.

Bush to Chokalingum. .

3. If the correctness of Mr. Bush’s accounts on these four chief items can be proved, there
will be a fair inference that only gross neglect of duty can be laid to his charge, but I maintain .
that the onus probandi rests, not with the Ofﬁcer who brings these doubtful charges to light, but - |
_ with him who was entrusted with the disbursement of the Public money, and my doubts of Mr. -

Bush’s honesty rest on the fact of these entries remaining unexplained.

* 4. Ttisnot my part to vindicate the Chief and Superintending Engineers from the severe
censure of Government which throws on those Officers the chief blame of the delinquencies of
an Executive Agent, because they did not prevent them, but I may observe that the system of -

~ our Department is quite as much in fault, and that the Superintending Engineer as such has
hitherto had no control over the accounts of the circle which has always formed an entirely

separate branch of the business of the Department instead of being as in Bengal managed by an -
Establishment allotted to each circle. The District Engineer was unquestionably deeply in 1
fault, but for myself, I can prove that I lost no time in endeavouunv to rectlfy the errors com-

mitted when I became aware of them.

' .

5. The Government have I observe taken mo notice of the deliberate and gross mxs‘state- )

ments which Mr. Bush addressed to them in his appeal, and I conceive it of no avail now to point

out how materially those false

hoods bear on the correctness or otherwise of his conduct, .If he
held a Commission in the Army, such untruth would alone lead to his dismissal, but as it is, Mr.

Bush has been allowed to charge me with dereliction of duty in withholding from him the means ,
of closing his accounts while such .charge is’ passed over in total silence, either the statement is |
true and my conduct deserves censure or its falsehood throwsgeneral discredit on all Mr. Bush’s

allegations. . .,

1

6. There is another point connected with this sub_] ect on which I must solicit specific orders. -
2 of Extract Minutes Consultation No. 1957, dated 23rd September 1858, Government *
observe on the inutility of submitting bills manufactured merely * at the present date” from ac- ‘e.
long standing and apparently propose to dispense altogether with the Audit of those of ;

. In para.

counts of

Mr. Bush. If such be the intention I shall be glad to know whether this principle is to be carried { g

out with reference to other accoun
accounts profess to have been entered at the
bills are merely transeripts of accounts. . .

b v

*

Translation of a Petition from B. Moonesawmy Chetty and Cuttala
tractors of Mahanthravady Tank in Canareypaut Talook; to Major E. L
Chief Engineer D. P, W. dated 20th Septembe[ 1858. ‘

We beg leave respectfully to state for your information,
obtained a Takeed from Mr. D. H. Bush, As
earth-work and masonry works of Mahanthravady
“ing the works accordmuly, we were in the month of July 1857,

I T I

S ay ae

nthaun Reddy, Con-
AWFORD, Acting .

that we had, on the 20th April 1856
sistant Executive Engineer 2nd Division to execute
Tank, and while we were engaged in perform-
ordered by that Ofﬁcer to stop

ts of the North Arcot District now under examination. The *
time of the transactions to whlch they refer and !
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2. I beg also to forward a Petition from Moonesawmy Chetty, and Cuttalanthaun Reddy,

T
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the works referred to. We then asked him to look into accounts, and adjust the balance due
thereon up to that date. He said he had no money by him, and that he would in a few days send
for and pay the amount due to us. He also said that he received instructions from the then
District Engineer to send in Bills for works executed, and therefore we should present Bills for
the amount due. We consistently with the settlement of accounts made on the 20th May 1857,
. prepared and presented a Bill for the sum of Rupees 6,068-2-7, but for this amount he paid only
Rupees 1,829, and credited the same in the Bill, since, he has been promising to pay the residue
soon as his office_ accounts are brought up, but never paid any thing up to this date. '

_In consequence of such procrastination made by that Officer to pay us the remaining balance
for works actually executed, we presented a Petition to A. Dopping Esq., Acting District
Engineer on the 12th August 18538, with reference to the subject, that Gentleman under an er-
roneous impression that we were Contractors for Palaur Annicut, did not hear our complaint, and
threw off the Petition after writing some thing on the face of it.

We never executed any work under him on Contract, but he mistook us, and therefore
afforded no justice or redress.

Under these circumstances we beg to submit herewith a copy of the Bill given to us by Mr.
Bush, and a copy of our Petition to the Acting District Engineer, and request that you will be
pleased to issue orders for the immediate adjustment of the balance due to us, viz. Rupees 4,239-
2-7, because in withholding the amount longer, the interest accruing heavily on the principal
would be a great loss to us.

To J. H. DOPPING, Esq., District Engineer of North Arcot.
Most HoxoreD Sir,

With sanguine respects and profound submission we the undersigned first earnestly implore
your lucidity will be kind enough to peruse these and crown us with desived effect. ’
_ We beg to bring to your notice that we obtained a Contract from T. II. Bush, Esq., As-
gistant Executive Engineer in May 1856, to execute the whole of earth work and rough stone,
&e. for the Mahadravady Tank in Cavarypack Talook, so from the above period to November
1857, we have executed the work to the amount of Rupees 23,258-2-7 and the amount paid

" to us by him on account of that work is Rupees 21,019, so there Jeaves a balance of Rupees

4,239-2-7 due to us for which when we demanded him in November 18537, he granted a receipt
for the amount (the copy of which is herein enclosed) saying that he is ordered to do so by the
then Acting District Engineer in consequence of having no funds available ; accordingly we were
silent for a short period ; and demanded him again in March 1858, he said that he is proceeding
to Madras for the purpose of adjusting his accounts and will settle us after the conclusion of it.
Honoured Sir, as we are now given to understand that all his accounts are scttled, we crave
your urbanity would be graciously condescended as to exert your endcavours so as we may have
t}:le z;]mount and thereby relieve us from the persecution of creditors from whom we have borrow-
ed the sum.

12th August }

(Signed) MOONESAWMY Chetty,
1858, :

"Memorandum of work performed on Mahandravady Tank, by Contractors Moonesawn.my Chetty
and Tackareddy, &c. and money due to them. .
Amount of work done by do. from 1st May 1836, to 31st JulyY

1857, is Rupees twenty-fve thousand, two hundred and ) 25,258-2-7
fifty-eight, annas two, and pice seven. J

Amount received by do. from ' do. to do. 19,190

Balance due to them is Rupees six thousand, and sixiy-eight, 6.068.2-7
annas two, and pice seven. _ ,068-2-

P e —

Camp, Arcot, 20th (Signed) T. H. BUSH,
November. 1857. . ] Assistant Exceutive Engineer.

From this amount viz. Cbmpany’s Rupees 1,820 is i:aid as per receipt.
- (Signed) T. I BUSH,

LI N

e e e e M e e,
o e e e iy et een

Fort Saint George, Public W orks Consultation of 12th October 1858,

No. 125. (OrDER THEREON, No. 2121 ; dated 12th October 1858.

In Extract Minutes Consultation 23rd Ultimo, the Ofliciating Chief Engineer was directed -
to select any two acts of supposed dishonesty on the part of Mr. Bush, and thereon to draw up
. two definite charges.

~ T

2. Colonel Lawford has not complied with this requisition. He states that he considers -
that the chief entries of sums due to Contractors should be thoroughly scrutinized by examina-
tion of accounts and actual measurement of work as far as that is practicable, and for this pur--
pose he selects the two charges already specified in hisletter, No. 3392, dated September 3rd, 1858,
viz., Rupees 7,278-1-5, said to be due to Annasawmy Moodelly, and Rupees 2,180 to another (

Contractor, ' ; Lo *

PR
Lopeaha T %

3. He also forwards a Petition from Moonesawmy Chetty and Cuttalanthaun Reddy,
claiming a sum of Rupees 4,239, which to the best of his recollection did not appear as one sum
in Mr. Bush’s accounts. And again refers to the sum of Rupees 808-15-1, which was decided by
Captain Johnston to be die by Mr. Bus.h to Chokalingum. In regard to all these four, there
are no definite chargesbut merely a statement of matters which Colonel Lawford desires to have
investigated. It is not seemingly Colortel Lawford’s intention to charge Mr. Bush with having
embezzled the several sums of money said to be due under these contracts, these as fur as the
Government understand have not yet been paid at all, nor does it appear in what manner dis-
_ honesty is to be imputed to Mr. Bush in connection with these transactions unless it be con-

tended that the contracts were fictitious, wholly or in part, or that work has been credited in Mr.,
* Bush’s accounts as having been performed under them which never was performed at all, or ad-
mitted to a greater extent than really was performed. '

4
]
i

4, To bring this long protracted affair to a conclusion, the Government resolve to direct” T
that the Officiating Chief Engineer will depute the Superintending Engineer Central Circleto
Arcot there to enquire on the spot into all the four cases mentioned in Colonel Lawford's letter.
He will investigate when, with whom, by whom, for what terms and under what circumstances
these alleged contracts were made, what work was performed under them, what money paid,
how the transactions are entered in Mr. Bush’s accounts and what has been his conduct in re-
ference to them. That individual will of course proceed to Arcot, will be present during the
whole inquiry and will have the most ample opportunity of examining the witnesses and accounts
produced and of tendering any explanation that he may wish to offer. The Superintending En-

- gineer will submit the result of his enquiry with his own view of the several casesto Government
_through the Central Office. Colonel Lawford will also report if it is customary for persons in - T
Mzr. Bush’s rank to make such contracts irrespective of the District Engineer. . ‘

5. With respect to what is asked by Colonel Lawford in the concluding para. of his letter, =

k he will have learnt from Extract Minutes of Consultation 7th October. 1858, No. 2073, that the ¢

' Government have committed the investigation of the North Arcot accounts to the * Commission

'for investigating the efficiency of Public Establishments” who will determine the manner in
which it shall be conducted.

. (Signed) T. PYCROFT,
’ . ’ . Chief Secretary.

AENL A
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