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Fourt Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 29¢h October 1857..
No. 106. . Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Chief Engineer, dated
15th October 1857, No. 4492.

Read the following letter from W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acﬁing Collector of Malabar ; to
_ Colonel C. E«FABER,Chief Engineer, dated Calicut 6th October 1857, No. 4608.

’ Str,

With reference to Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, dated 29¢h Auzust and in’
consideration of the very grievous consequences to the country during this year of scarcity,
which have arisen from the impassable state of the Perambaddy ghaut and considerable portion
of the Trunk road No. 4, I took a very recent opportunity of carefully inspecting the entire .
line to the top of the ghaut. The monsoon rains had already lighted off ’ere I inspected it.

2. The ghaut and cousiderable portion of the road have been impassable to wheel carriare
throughout the monsoon, and they are practically speaking still in that state. The matter trutl,y
‘requires early and earnest attention. The attention of Government was drawn very anxiously
to the condition of this fine line of road by the Commissary General in August 1856. Thinas
were very bad then but the unanimous testimony of all parties is that the road has been mu:h‘
worse during the past season. : '

3. The best test of a road is to be taken from the traffic and its effect on prices. . The dis-
tance from Veerajunderpett to Cannanore is about 75 miles. At Veerajunderpett and in Coore
and Mysore abundance of Rice has been procurable at prices within 2 Rupees per Mood:
throughout the Monsoon, while at Cannanore the other terminus of this short line of road which
has cost upwards of 3,500* Rupees per mile, Rice has scarcely been
procurable at 4 to 5 Rupees per Mooda. ~Great anxiety has even been
felt for the peace of the District and of the Cantonment of Cannanore, while rice at these, prices
has been in abundance in the neighbourhqod (it may be said) it has been found necessary to
Telegraph to Bombay for supplies to be sent by Steamer, for the Troops at Cannanore ata rate
of 4 and odd Rupees per India Maund, with { fear a large additional charge for expenses of the
Steam transport ** Pioneer” It has practically been impossible to bring rice down the Ghaut on
bandies. S : '

* Within 10 years.

. 4 The Brigadier Commanding the "Provinces has felt ' that- the movement of Troops had
they been required would have been found next to impossible. When for instance the small
‘de.achment of Sappers and Miners stationed at Cannanore was ordered to join the field column
under General Whitlock, the utmost difficulty was experienced in getting it out of Malabar and
into Mysore. No wheel carriage could be used on the road and even with Elephants the trip -
was accomplished with great difficulty serious consequences must have arisen. -

5. When I passed up and down the ghaut I found an unfortunate convoy of about 50
bandies carrying Sandalwood to the Coast. It had got about twa thirds of the ‘way down the
ghaut. The merchant assured me that he had been five days on the Ghaut, and he considered
that he had three or four more days work ere he should get out of the mud. He had travelled
the road with bandies ever since it was opened but had never seen .it in such astate. Several
serious upsets had occurred, I myself witnessed Bandies of this convoy moved through sloughy
parts of the road with 10 men besides the Bullocks, and an empty Bullock bandy was going up
the ghaut with a pair of Bullocks and four coolies. S

6. Alm_ost all the traffic is on Coolies heads, by which mode of conveyance all the ric.e
now coming into Malabar by this most important Trunk road is being brought down. 1 have
rarely witnessed a more distressing site. '

7. In estimating this condition of the Perambaddy Ghaut and road it must be borne in mind
that it is one of the most perfectly Engineered of the roads that lead over the Western Ghauts,
The maximum slope in no part exceeds, if my memory serves me aright 1 to 25 the average be-
ing perhaps 1 in 30. At all events there is no part of the Ghaut, up which, were it but ;ouhd
under foot a pony would not canter with scarcely sensible fatigue (indeed I have frequently done-
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