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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 14th September 1858.

e

| No. 100.  Read the following‘ Minute by the Right Honorable the President, dated Kota-

gherry, 23rd August 1858. .

I beg to call the particular and early attention of Government to the report of the Sanitary
state of the Cantonment of Jackatallalately furnished to me, by my direction, by Dr. Macpherson.

Having had ocular proof of the offensive state of the localities and buildings described by
him, I can fully testify to the necessity of immediate action on the part of Government in order

" that disease may be prevented, and that no risk may be run, that this costly and naturally healthy

Station should lose its character for salubrity from causes, which proper precautions would eventu-
ally extirpate.

Doctor Macpherson calls attention to four points. ‘

1st. The Sewage of the Cantonment, which would appear to have been entirely omitted in
the original plan.

There can be no question in my mind that the fourth plan mentioned is the best, in fact the
only complete one and though undoubtedly the most costly, I am of opinion it should be

adopted. o \
Immediate measures should be taken for procuring the Iron piping required from England.
ond. e recommends that the Resident Engineer should be appointed Cantonment Officer,
with power to enforce Sanitary Rules, and should have under his order a Scavenger Gang.
I think this is an excellent suggestion, my only doubt being, how far Government have the
power to adopt it at once. L '
3rdly. He advises the enclosure of a swamp and its formation into a Garden and Orchard
under the supervision of Major Campbell, this I also recommend for adoption.

4thly. The necessity for requiring the Bazaar to be built in regular order, and on a fixed

“ plan is urged.

This has my full approval, and I cannot but think, that serious blame is to be attached to the
authorities, whoever they may be, who have neglected to ensure this being done from the coms
mencement. ‘

The suggestions now brought before Government are measures of precaution, which I believe
to be absolutely necessary to prevent serious evil at the Important Station in question,

T sincerely hope, that it may be found possible to carxy them out without delay : In a Minute

* which I wrote not long since respecting my tour to the Northern Circars, I suggested, when re-

marking on some of the buildings at Vizagapatam, that a report should be required annually from
the Public Works Department, of the state of . Ventilation of all public buildings. I omitted, I

: think, to add that the state of the Sewage should also be given, and I would beg now to rectify that
omission and to propose that the Chief Eny ineer should be directed to make an Annual Report on

these subjects which shall include all Government buildings and localities, such as Military Sta-
tions, Cantonments, Bazaars &c., which are more directly under the supervision and control of
Government. '

. ; : (Signed) HARRIS,

[

From Doctor MACPHERSON, Inspecto; General of Hospitals on the Sanitary Condition of
the Cantonment of Jackatallah; to the Private Secretary to the Right Honorable the
Governor, dated Ootacamund, 20th August 1858, o ‘

 SiR, ‘

In obedience to the orders of the Right Honorable the Governor, I have the honor to for-
ward to you for submission to His Lordship, the result of my observations with reference to
certain matters bearing on Sanitary details at Jackatallah, which appear to me to require the
prompt interposition of suthority;”in order to prevent this great Sanitarium from becoming so
polluted by human ordure and other causes, as to establish a Malarious atmospheric taint, which
indeed has already beguu to exhibit a noxious influence of a specific nature partly Scorbutic
and partly Malarious. ‘
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2. The following are the

R schemes pro
buildings erected at this Station, proposed for the removel of the Sewerage from the

Ist.—The formation of one or more

X Lakes | .
noor river flows and which would recejy e in the Ravine and Valley through which the Coo-

20d.—The removal of t} ® the night Soil conveyed by pipes.
. - oval of the nigl 3 .
distance from the Barracks, ° might Seil (deodorized by Peat Charcoal) by means of Carts to a

3rd.—The removal of the sewage b

3 . Y means 1 i .
1t would be carried onwards by the Stre °f Bipes it the Coonoor siver, from whence

am,

4th—The removal of the sewage b
thence on by a closed main condu?t
about two Miles, there to discharwe;
by a steep decline down the ghau:>
Tecelving in its course severa] tribl,x

To adopt the first
plan would
posed Lakes would in time become

tg z‘-:f)?':tng’eﬂ;e (Ii{avl:ne (btft notinto the Stream) and from
is contenty int: aﬂc t e'statwfl of: Coonoor, 2 distance of
through . uninhah.tajlcac.e. The river from this point flows
taries, and fu. ite 4 t‘.o.untr r» & distance of twelve miles,
) » and finally empties itself into the “ Bowanee.”
€ mere) - ; :

! Cess-Poz]:‘o create Endemic sources of disease, for the pro-
_ The diﬂiculty of removin
Impregnating another position
second plan into force,

g the night soil by carts to a suff

i cient dis .
by impure exhalations, are sy tance, and the danger of

flicient reasons for not putting the

The third Plan would
pollute the \ :
Py to hundreds of £ i pure Mountain Stream whi
ollowers in the Bazaar of Jackatalla and ::) ﬁ}; ‘;}:;:;ebf‘t{r“ids ; :‘:“‘S" ::;5'
itants o e Settle-

ment of Coonoor, Th;
. . is plan has been g
carried out. T aseril en already, I understa ;
. e the Guin 4 s nd! SﬂnCtloned a i t
appeared at Coonoor and Jack tel'; worm amongst the Natives, a diseas l“d ;uha certain exte;l
atalla, to the impurity of the water .eB“ eh has only recenthy
» Dut apart from this, the

ing ove i i w : vi

) ¥ it the nj a . ,
3{s;itcm Ogmtercepting pipes from theenll'sgal;:ai(;:i "l be reci . i
cers Quarters, and will be forced ’
. ’ by th

vert, to a po ced by the pressure of
phere (vidg 11\? for beyond the reach of doing injury b o f_rom' abore,

inutes of Consultation No, 143] dated ")é c: ,}talmlln e

y ~Il u y ast.)

through a Jarge cul-
stream or the atmos-

3. Nothing can
been nearly 3 ive than the present no system, There have
a for many months past, Ther;.- is no perma-
r,.:to th.at there has been no local rcsponsible

buit;dl.xenghb.ourhood it tainted with a foecal

ings, in Court Yards, even jn the very

s neglected conservancy is exhibited

The coercive interference of Govern-
hractcr of the Station or Salubrity.

sion and be vested wiatilahllmn-nanc.m Office at Jackatalla,

agisterial Authority to enforce

supervision.  The consequence is, th
atmosphere. Go where you will, j

4. I beg therefore to
r
should have local responsibls :E;:‘:ii o om Oflice wh

his orders.

' That a body of Coolies b
That latrines be dye to which

uropeans and,

great plan for the remosal of
e instructed to procure imme=
sand in the mean time he proceed
¢ laid down on arrival,

ly urge for the cousideration of th?
of the station. :

gth of piping already sanctioned

5. There are other two

. measur, i .,
Right Honorable (he Gover es which T woyld earnest

or with the view to the | lygeian
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 14th September 1858.
. e e
First, the enclosure of the extensive Ravine, situated to the south side of the Barracks, and

lying between the Barrack hill and that selected for the convalescent Depot (which is at present
in Cantonment) with the view to its conversion into a Soldier’s Orchard

the most offensive spot 1
Captain Campbell, the Engineer in charge, who takes the warmest inter-

and vegetable garden.
of this important Sanitarium, and who has already accomplished so much

est in the improvement
in the formation of a Forest in the neighbourhood informs me, that if vested with authority

and furnished with a small monthly sum to expend on the place, * he
* From s:éml?grtfz E)’; 19 will cheerfully undertake to convert this piece of waste land into a
r me * . . . .
pe beautiful Orchard and garden intersected with paths and fountains.

Secondly, that the Bazaar now in course of formation contiguous to the Barracks should be
erected on a distinet plan, with houses as much as possible of an uniform pattern and with streets
so formed as to permit of free ventilation and drainage. The spuce allotted for the Bazaar is too
circumscribed, but it is capable of being extended on a piece of waste land situated to the west

of its present site.
6. In the centre of the Barrack square two rows of trees with a path between and a foun-

tain in the centre would induce the Soldiers to ieave the Barracks and take exercise under their

shade, where seats would be placed.

lusion I would submit that all Sanitary arrangements be vested in the Resi-
the Resident Medical Officer, so long as the station is under con-
ng on. Giving the former the means and holding him responsi-
him also control over the roads,

7. Inconc
dent Engineer in Council with
struction and Public works goi )
ble for the efficient conservancy of the Cantonment, and giving
water courses, and channels. '

From natural causes it is obvious that ever changing Commanding Officers and Police Su-
of whom there have beenno fewer than 15 since May 1854, will never take that

perintendents,
ly necessary and the neglect of which is the cause of

interest in the station which is so imperative
my present address.

No. 101. ORDER THEREON, No. 1889 ; dated 14th September 1858.

Para. 1. With the above Minute is laid before Governmeut, a report from the Inspector
General of Iospitals on the Sanitaty condition of the Cantonment of Jackatallah, and on the
measures to be adopted, to remedy the offensive state of certain localities and buildings. The
Right Honorable the President at present on the Hills, having had ocular proof of the state of

matters represented by Doc

on the part of Government,
that this costly and naturally healthy Station should lose its ¢

which proper precautions would certainly obviate.

2, The Government-proceed accordingly to consider the several points to which Doctor
Macpherson has called attention. The first relates to the Sewage of the Cantonment, which
would appear to have been entirely omitted in the original plan. Of the four Schemes proposed
for the removal of the nuisance, it appears to the Government, that the fourth is by far the best
as being the only complete plan, though it would undoubtedly be the most expensive. The
Scheme s thus described by Doctor Macpherson. ¢ The removal of the sewage by pipes into
« the Ravine (but not into the stream) and from thence on by a closed main conduit, to a point
“ beyond the Station of Coonoor, a distance of about two miles, there to discharge its contents
“ into a Cascade.”” The Inspector General of Hospitals, suggests several other measures which
he afterwards describes, as make shifts until the great plan for the removal of the Sewage by pipes
therefore recommends that the Executive Engineer be instructed to procure
immediately from England, the length of piping already sanctioned and in the mean time he pro-
ceed with the construction of the channels, so that the piping can be laid down on arrival. The
Government are of opinion that the plan proposed should be adopted and carried out as early as
cordingly to direct the Officiating Chief Engineer, to
and to submit the same for their orders. As

in order that disease may be prevented, and that no risk may be run,
haracter for salubrity, from causes

is carried out; he

circumstances will permit; they resolve ac
have an estimate and plan prepared for this work,
regards the piping it is observed from the Officiati
that this has just been ordered. . . /1

tor Macpherson, fully testifies to the necessity of immediate action .

ng Chief Engineer’s letter of the 2nd Ultitnoy
. ;s
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 14th September 1858,

3. Doctor Macpherson makes three other suggestions :—
First, that the resident Engineer

Secondly, that an extensive Ravine to the soy

forming a Soldier’s Orchard and V

that the Bazaar now in course of formation contwuous to
in regular order and on 5 fixed plan,

These suggestions will be considered in the Mifitary Department, Asg regards the last, a
reference will also be made to the Central Offce with the view of ascertaining whether the
Bazaars in course of formation

ildings, and whether they are so or not why
they have not been properly laid

th of the Barracks be encl

oscd, with the view of
egetable Garden; and

Thirdly, the Barracks, should be built

4. In Extract Minutes C

onsultation Oth August 1858, No.
for annual reports from the Dis

trict Engineers, on the state of the V,
Chief Engineer will i

1559, the Government ca].lcd
entilation of all public build-
nstruct those Qfficers to fur-

The reports should include all Government build-
Cautunments, Bazaars,

nish information on thes
' ings and localmes,
" under the supervisi

tate of Sewafre also.

such as Military Stations, &c., which are more directly

on and contre] of Government,

. (Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secrc!ary.
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