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» Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 14th September 1858
M
No. 18.  Read the following letter from Major E. LAWFORD, Officiating Chief Engineer;
to the Secretary to Government, dated 16th August 1858, No. 2863. . )

~

Sigr,’

With reference to Extract Minutes Consultation of the 5th Instant No. 1544, referring for
my report a letter from the Quarter Master General of the Army under date the 19th July 1858
No. 142, on the bad state of the Hyderabad Road from Masulipatam to Sooriapett, I have the
honor to state that this road has of late met with all the attention circumstances would admit of,

and that its sad condition is due to neglect of long standing, and to the restrictions imposed on

present expenditure,

2. The leng?h of the piece of road in question is 128 miles. Of these the first 45 from .
the F()ft of Masulipatam to Bezoarah, though bridged, has neither been made nor metalled, and
traversing the deep alluvial soil of the Kistnah Delta, it is naturally almost impassable during,
« Rupoes 4,250, and for. some time after, heavy rains. An Estimate* for its improve-

ment with such materials as are procurable in the Delta, where neither
stone nor gravel is to be found, was entered in List No. 1 of the Budget of 1856-57, but, in
giving its sanction, the Government of India expressed so much doubt of the fitness of the sub-
stances proposed to be employed as substitutes for gravel or metal, as led to a reconsideration
of the expediency of expending a large sum on the imperfect repair of a bad road, when a fine
navigable Canal was in course of formation almost along side of it, and on one of the embank-
ments of which a good, raised, and premanent road might be constructed with comparative faci-
lity. The idea of extensively repairing the old road was consequently abandoned, and an Esti-
mate amounting to Rupecs 1,46,000 for constructing a new one, on one of the embankments
of the Canal, which is progressing favorably, has been passed for entry in the ensuing Budget.
In the meantime all such urgent repairs as the District Engineer has the means of making are
performed, and his attention will be specially called to the.state of this road.
ees 1,46,000 one lac and forty-six thousand

3. The abovementioned Estimate of Rup
es west of Bezoarah, to Ibrampatam, on the

includes provision for continuing the Road 8} mil
present River Dyke, but ¢l it is there formed the old line, made many years ago by the Pioneer

Corps but suffered to fall into complete ruin, is being worked up into a
Extract_Minutes Consulta gtate of efficiency under an annual allowance of Rupees 150 per mile,

tion No 458. .
granted it on the 13th March last.

4. From Ibrampatam to the frontier of the Nizam’s territories, some 74 miles, the resto-
ration of the old road is in progress under an Estimate of Rupees

1,535 have been expended on the com-

Extract Minutes Consulta-
tion 24th July 1854, No. _ 55,833, of which Rupees 4

316. ; . g
* ond February 1857, No. pletion of the first 33 miles, which are therefore in good order, and
243, are maintained by a grant® of Rupees 150 per mile.

5. Permissiont having been given to expend the balance Rupees
1 13th March 1838- " 14,298, a further section of several miles will soon be restored, but
as far as the frontier, for which a supplemental Estimate of Rupees
hundred and seventy, is entered as item 13 of List No. 1 of the
n a wretched state till the xestrictions on expenditure are re-
_ moved, unless Government will at once, in consideration of the Military importance of the road,
exempt it, as a special case, from the operation of the orders of the 17th July 1857, and autho-
rize its restoration to be proceeded with as the limited supply of labour will permit.

the remainder of the Road,
44,170 forty four thousand, one
current Budget, must continue i

e Budget for the expenditure of the year, and I would
he earliest possible period, as they can, at
and most of the available carriage al-

6. TRupees 20,000 are entered in th
. strougly recommend the resumption of operations at ¢

the best, proceed but slowly where population is scanty,
ready engaged in the transport of Military stores.
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