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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 14th September 1858.

No.1.  Readthe following Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 23d

July 1858, No. 2763.
Read again Extract Minutes Consultation of Government, under
In Con. 29th June 1857. date the 16th IVI?y 1857, No. 944, P. W. D. Public. s

Tead also Extract from Proceedings of Board of Revenue, 29th June 1857, No. 2225,

Read again also the following letters.
95th March in Con. ~ 9th April 1858.

From Ganjam,
19th Aug. 1857.

,» Vizagapatam, 10th »
) ,, Masulipatam, 24th R 3lst July
,, Guntoor, 18th Y 23rd '
,, Nellore, 1st ,» - 14thOct.
,, Cuddapah, 12th » 19th May 1858.
,, Bellary, 31st March 20th April
Kurnool, 21st » 28th May

»

4th Aug. 1857.
12th Oct.
29th Mar. 1838.

Chingleput,  30th J uly ”
North Arcot, 25th Sept.  »

»

”

,»  South Arcot, 23rd ”

,» Tanjore, 7th . ” 9th July

' Trichinopoly, 28th July » 3rd Aug. 1837.

,»  Madras, 7th » 15th Dec.
Tinnevelly, 23rd July 1857, Srd‘J uly 1858.

»

Gth Jan. "
1st Aug. 1857.

Coimbatore,  2lst Dec. 5 s

3

,, Canara, 24tk July ”
,»  Malabar, 17th , " 8th Sept. 5
Madnras, 17th » 20th July

”»”
Minutes Consultation of Government, dated

Read again also Extract
80, P. W. D., Public Irrigation.

Tn Con. Tst July 1855 the 15th August 1857, No. 15

Read again alse the following letters.
From Masulipatam, 29th May in Con. 8th June 1858.
»  South Arcot, 28th »  3lst May "
» Tanjore, 29th May ” 13th July

In the Minutes of Consultation first recorded above, theGovernment refer to the Board copy of
a Report made by Captain Collyer, Superintending Engineer Central Circle, to the Chief Engineer,

for any observations they may have to make with especial reference to paras. 6, 7 and 8.
he Rain fall in the Bellary District/in certain years, and its

2. Captain Collyer after stating t
effect towards the supply of the Tanks i that ¢ leaking sluices, inefficient
gars are by the waste of water,,

C.lingulas and careless Moneyg
ost as frequent a source of want as the failureof Rain itsell;" and express eshis opinion thatto give

n certain Talooks notices,
which might otherwise be retained,

alm
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R R
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2 Fort Sai 2
ort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 14th September 1858

the Department Public i

oty oo e u‘&rrk:hi?rllieﬂicx?cy, the Engineer Officers should posses a greater extent

e subortimtos, with meror “?“f“; iate cont.rol the whole of the Irrigation Moneygars and

ol Qoo of e e Izsms 1, summarily, such offences as cutting Tank-banks, waste-

o e o8 g through maqe Roads, diminishing the width of the banks of
arge fields, the non-execution of mamool labour, &c. He also advir(;s

to the great extent of E
nam i
N, liunder the sources of Irrigation in the Bellary District, and enqui
not lie under some obligation to contribute to their repai ’ o
epair.

In Con 1st July 185 3. Thek i . i
uly 1858. August 1857 }i:lir:(:t Minutes (.Jonsultatxon of Government of the 15th
mooted by Captain Collyes, st wh il es t.o a question closely connected with the subjects
the Revernc o Publis W(;rks -D ether the distribution of water for Irrigation should Jef’
tironts om hoth a1 the same fioe e‘ap'arliltml(ant. The Board therefore proce:d to subnlxlit tI:S't -,
‘ . eir sen-
to Captain Collyer' . e letters from the Collectors recorded ;
y ‘ observations, except the few noted marginally, which rzl‘):tve :‘aVe rolrence
L ' s late to a questi
E'ls 15/[7 .C'é’f Government 15th August ed b?' gowernment as to whether, in the opini . .
, in Con, 18t July 1858, Board, it is expedient to abolish sctice obtainin e
a practice obtaining in the
]

Masulipatam District, of iri )
, of requir
tree felled, and every 100 le(ive;nc(a:ltp syment forevery Pelmyra

4, The Board will first consi ‘

b The nsider the question of what D

th‘eddlstnbumon of water, and whether all the servants alludezp:(:t}r)nelg Sh"}ﬂd ‘be e
made over to the sole control of the Engineer Officers oy e Colleyer should be

5. In his letter to Government un
5 der date the 23rd June 1837, havi
. dat 2 . aving refer
;l.'ngatjufn wc;)rks of the Masuhpatam and Trichinopoly Districts, the bhief Eanr?nzzn:z t'o “h:;
is opinion that for the interests both of Government and the Ryot, the entirg diqtribxf)tl'ebse £
e s S ion o
vlgatetz (not to Individuals) should rest solely with the Department
ugllchW:i)rks, limd the Government concurred in this view as re
gards the distribution to Villages, but observed .
- . . th J .
flt}stnbutlon to fields shoulc} be left to the Villagers themseles, ’the Village eOfﬁc:rtst}i‘:tdL-f? ‘T}ed
if necessary, and appeals lying to the Samutdars, the Amildar, and eventually to the Colll:::telmg
or.

E. M. C. 15th Anguat 1857, in Con.
1st July 1858,

6. The expediency of entrusting this important functi
other must very much dgpend, the B:ard thinlI:,‘(m thz ZZ:‘;; tzf :}};:hm;:r_?i?artment or the
nerally speaking '-I‘anks supply only one Villagé. ‘When such is the case th]b'a ton work. G-
Department Public Works is not contemplated by Government, and sef;m etml}:?rference of the
cessary. _When more than one Village is Irrigated from the sal;xe Tanks :l 0dt' ; B(')ard e
sluices will of course have been determined by the Engineer Officers i), he dimensions of the
may, t}}e Board think, be generally left to the Village afﬁcers underb,th ut —the charge of them
Establishment, VYhere the Irrigation is drawn from Rivers, water i ° ct:ntrol of the Talock
Channels by Ehe aid of Corumboos or Embankments running som > SOm.etlmes thrown into the
length and height of these having been settled by long C“SFom ehway into the stream. The
whether the intervention of the Department Public Work ) the Board very much doubt
but delay and dissatisfaction. s would be productive of any thing

7. Butthere is a class of works approximating i

g.reat Ganges Canal, which, it would seefnlt may bt;nt;ﬂlanc:gm:r‘i;z t:}:he Locks and Sluices in the
SlO{lal Department with advantage.  Such are the Sluices in all lar Ae S'Ole control of the Profes-
main Channels taken from consi derable Rivers. A doubt on this ge' m_cutS, and the Ileads of the
the Collector of Trichinopoly, under date the 27th April last, refelr)f:l]tt w'thmwn by the letter of
iags of the 3rd July 1838, No. 2297, \Iorl%itil; f}‘:“rd‘s Pr‘(:c';f;d-
. I, seves :— This
« hesitate to state to the Board of 1;091:' ° O? the C}fannels by the Engincer Department, I do nlt;:

oard of Revenue is unsatisfactory to the people, and often the cause of

In Con. 14th July 1858, para. 6.
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DS
and outcry on account of water being deficient.” These remarks are made
£ the actual working of the system, the Laulgoody Channel, having been for some
time made over to the charge of the District Engineer, The Board, however, are not disposed to
recommend another arrangement in consequence of any supposed ill success which has attended it
in one locality after so short a trial, It may be that the Agency is bad or insufficiently looked
after, or merely lacks experience, or the complaints may be ill founded and arise from the jealousy
of the subordinate Revenue servants, It would seem obvious that the Professional Officer if
provided with a sufficient Establishment will be able to regulate, with the greatest amount of
fairness and effect, the supply of the main Channels drawn off from Rivers by means of Anicuts.

« great discontent
after experience 0

g. The same reasons apply to very large Tanks requiring Tistablishments for their care

beyond the Village servants.

ready decided by Giovernment, for it appears
that in accordance with the orders contained in Extract Minutes Con-
0'857,%\)?‘)::; 582‘7‘1_ May  o,ltation of Government 1st May 1857, No. 839, D. P. W. every ser-
vant exclusively employed on Hydraulic works bas been made over to
the control of the District Engineers, and the Board find that not only in Trichinopoly,

Rajahmundry and Masulipatam, but also in Tinnevelly and South Arcot, works of the nature of
der the exclusive charge of the Department

those they have indicated above are already un
Public Works, In Bellary the measure appears to have been carried too far and further than
the Neergunties, 679 in number,

Government could have intended. Mr. Pelly points out that
tion of water to fields, have been

remunerated by landed enams, and charged with the distribu-
and considers that their duties will not be so efficiently performed as hereto-

te concur with him and would recommend, that they should be replaced
They think that asa rule, all irrigation servants employed
hould continue subject to the Collector.

9. The Point indeed seems to have been al

partly made over,
fore. The Board qui

Revenne Department.

under the
and all not paid in mouey s

in directing water to fields,

seeks for more than this. He requires that the Engineer Offi-

cers shall have under their immdeate control the whole of the Monegars and their subordinates,
with power to punish, summarily, Ryots committing such offences as cutting tank banks, and failure
to afford mamool labour. The matter of customary labour, is provided for by the Act of the
Legislature noted in the margin. To the other demands of Capt, Col-
Act Tof 1535 lyer the Collectors demur, and as the Board think, with good reason.
but the large works and reservoirs already noticed, are performed by
divided control invariably leads to trouble and embarrassment, it is
that these should remain answerable to the Revenue De-
fied that the duties in question will be better performed
e it to be impossible that the District En-
dequately superintend the details of the

10. Capt. Collyer, however,

The irrigation duties at all
Revenue servants, and as &
indispensable, in the Board's opinion, :
partment only. They are moreover satls
by the Villagers and Revenue Officers, for they conceiv

gineer and his cubordinates of a superior grade can a
management of a vast number of tanks and small channels, _and they are disposed to place more
reliance on the effects of long habit and self interest on the Villagers than on the care and probity

of the lower Officers of the Department Public Works. As regards the more summary punish-
ment of trespasses connected with irrigation works and roads, the Board observe that Government
have expressed their unwillingness to invest Engineer Officers with Magisterial functions.

it appears

11. In regard to the contribution by Enamdars towards the repair of tanks,

that throughout the Districts.—

Ist. Duswundum Enams contribute agreeably to the terms on which they were granted.
*

/

ond. That Shrotriumdars pay their quosa

e I A - S L T

o gy R
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Extract Viinutes Consultti
ttion 8th in 3rd. That servi
ervice Enams
are exempt,

Con, 20th May 1852, No, 418.R.
No, .R.D. i i inci
) recognized by Government in the ¢ d s Drinciple was
ase note

| marginally,
12. In respe ini
pect to the remaining Enams the practice is vari
rious,

tribute, In ot .
s hers, they do not. For instance in Cudda In some districts they con-

pah they are subject to a regulated

Extacts Minut:s Consultati i Chal‘ge. In Bell:
: : t ary th
Somultation 200 My tion. b 11 o a demandyon ey are rsually exempt though considered
a special oceasi
ion. The Board fe :
el unable
b4

on the inf ] with any satisfaction to themsel

;xed mwz:l;:?:;g:;:nb;t:; :};:}I:e.n e;ieileg] et;.]iii it Igolc)labllt;{h:is’thzost‘zdgolv;:a?nf ::ee :3:'::31;

S nar . na

e e oy o e

should b - gulations as to th i at oppor-

e S e i o

e R s e e

livelih ‘ o call upon him thus to sacrifice w er it for 2 or 3 ye

1:;:;0::20:)&;?:‘)‘"&;\1: :d;;xr'?:;a:; :'E‘;.%‘;l;ding which 1e°w2‘:f1‘;1‘ﬁz§t‘;::: ;:::Z, r:n};ls'tszle mea),;sar:;
quota from the Enams would appear to blet;)y‘v la?:il:;rz:s:

g

-

From Collertor of Chin small annual qui :
i gleput 30th Jul ual quit-rent which
in Consultation 4th Aurust 183 aly . would not be so se 13
gust 1857, 3t appears has alread severely felt. Thi
¥y been done in Chi %
ingleput
(-3 .

generally no occasion would be so cony
neral enquiry into Enams

. For assessing it
enlent as the time of a ce-
o

13.  The only point remainin

i ; to be noticed ; :
myra leaves in Masulipatam, g to be noticed is the price charged for Palmyra trees and Pal
al-

It wasim as a w
48 impose y Mr. Fr er, the late Actin “ollector wit th
db 13 A g C h the

From Collector of Masul view of preventi imi
. ng the i
i Gl o h;:.n - oo O e Pract?c unhmlted. destruction of Government
€ appears to exist also in other Districts, and
’

the Board are
ed. The preventi ol not prepared to recomm : .
prevention of waste in the use of timber and wood in gener:;li;:i: ol 'be abolish-
ecome an object of

.great importance ; and it is obvious, that if th i
gt importance s . » 8 e careless and improvident nativ .
isat fiberty wants.wh;[rjr:jvl;l.(eis; whithout charge, he is most unlikely to rezttlr‘icet(;xf;stgitc oun'try
to the Government. Besides it,is ca“;‘;‘ e o wriust to e Piyment for what gu]cnon
fund should be created for the s 88 Kno.x the Acting Collector observes, desirabl ehongs
o onautd be ereated for the is.tematxc pI%‘mtmg of these useful trees. Mr. I&nox oorts that
e being e e ect 1n preventing szste, and has not proved a burd reports that
given gratis to the extremely poor, and in cases when houses have bee; de: to . thz {){)’Ztsy
stroyed by fire

14. In thei i
eir Proceedings under the date noted in the margin, the Board
s ard recommended that

) Gove
Pro. to Government 19th June 185 rnment Palmyra To
>t 8, pes should be .
No. 2i31, para 11. feneral,hunder the control of the Cénser\lz:]: ced !1]}:6. Forests in
. o turn his a i 1. rator, with instructi
suited to their growth, and th ttention to the subject of extenc;' hem ; uctions
s ey would suggest that no charge now m oot Ing them in tractq
ade should be withd
rawn

. . (2]
until Dr. Cleghorn has had time to take the matter into his consid
sideration.

15. 1 i ish 1
n conclusion the Board wish it to be nuderstood, that the opini hich
lons which they now

ng on the public business

have been placed with re-

ff . .
offer relate solely to one point; viz., the most efficient manner of

. L. ) . .
in the position in which the Revenue and Public Works D carryi
spect to each other. epartments

(A true Extract.)

.

(Signed) J. D. SIAM,

Secrclary.
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i

No. 2. OrpER THEREON, No. 1836 dated 8th September 1858,

and 8 of a Report by Captain Collyer, Superintending Engineer Central
Dated 20k Aprl 1857, Circle, upon the state (')f certain Irrigation works in the Ceded Districts,

after stating that the disrepdir of the Sluices and the carclessness of the
occasioned almost as frequent a source of want as the failure of rain itself, an opinion
the Engineer Officers should have the Irrigation Monegais and their Subor-
diate control, with power to punish such oflences as cutting tank banks,

1. Inparas. 6,7,

Monegars,
was expressed that
dinates under their imme

&ec., summarily.

oro. hiof Bagr, No. 7861, At tl}e suggestion of the Chief Lngineer, t'he paras. quoted above
dated 20th April 1857, were furnished to the Board of Revenue for their consideration.

2, In Extract Minutes Consultation No. 1580, dated 15th August 1837, Government pass=

ed orders upon a reference from the Chief Engineer, giving cover to certaip correspondence be-
tween himself and the Acting Collector of Masulipatam, relative to the question, which Depart-
ment, Revenue or Public Works, should be entrusted with the duty of distributing water. The
Government considered that distribution fo the Villages should rest solely with the Public Works
Departwment, but the detailed distribution ¢o the fields left to the Villagers. Before however pass-

ing final orders, the papers were referred for the opinion of the Board

P"X";;g llggr?hd‘itefsslofm of Revenue, and in a subsequent para. of the same order, the Board were

asked whether the system prevailing in Masulipatam of taxing felled
should not be abolished. And in the last paragraph of Captain Collyer’s Report
fficer expressed his opinion that the nature and extent of the assistance which
e irrigated from Government sources, owed to the State in the way of

d and clearly defined.

Palmyras, &c.,
above quoted, that O
Enamdars, whose lands wer
repairing tanks, &¢., should be ascertaine
the Doard state their views on the points referred

3. In their Proccedings recorded above,
hould be entrusted with the distribution of water,

First, as to the Department which s

to them.
rigation Establishments.

and, the control of the Ir

4. The Board commence by noticing the opinion of Government, expressed in Minutes
Consultation 15th August 1857, ¢ that the distribution to Villages should rest with the Depart-

¢ ment Public Works; but that to individuals with the Villagers, the Village Officers interfer-
«¢ ing when necessary, and appeals lying to the Revenue authorities.” And they think that the
expediency of entrusting this important function to one Department or another, must very mu.ch
depend on the nature of each Irrigation work. When a tank (as is generally the case) supplies
only one Village, the Board think the interference of the Department
Para. 6. _ Public Works unnecessary. And when a tank supplies more than one
eave the management of the Sluices, (the dimensions of which will of
determined by the Engineer Officers) to the Village authorities. Like-
wise, as the length and height of the Korumbus or embankments running with the beds of streams
to secure Irrigation from them, has been settled by long custom, they consider that here again
the interference of the Department Public Works, would only produce delay and dissatisfaction ;
but on the other hand the Sluices in large Annicuts and the heads of the main channels taken from
in the opinion of the Board be placed under the sole control of the Profes-

And similar reasons apply to the case of very large taoks requiring Estab-
The Board consider that when tanks sup-

e beyond the Village servants.
terference of the Department Public Works, was not contemplated
finutes Consultation 1st May 1857 as de-

9 they refer to Extract N
e with that order, every servant exclusively employed

to the control of the District Engineer. In Bellary
679 in number have been made over in part; this mea-
Jisapproving ; and they think that Government could

Village, they would still 1

Jarge rivers, should
sional Department.
lishments for their car
ply only one Village, the in
by Government; and in para.
f the points debated. Inaccordanc

on Hydraulic works, has been made over
the tank Superintendents or Nirganties,
gure the Board concut with the Collector in

scarcely have intended it.

cisive o

. e v A x o
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Je The GO&’EI‘nmC‘nt Ob v t t 1 Iy ‘1’ 0 a f f th Iroe of
serve ha m car i ransier o e chia
[I yd]alll C W()Iks to tlle x ubllc V‘ Orl\s Depattment, ”le[‘e \Vi“ alwa 'S at}‘rst b sl deral) ]
& 1 e a con i 1

difficulty found i
» owing to the necessity for breuki
culties must not howev y ¢ oreaking through old habits ar i
e G ho ever be s.et'down as inherent in the new system. I . :usmms. Such diffi-
more specific rule etlno‘; Of(;plmon, that it is at present necessary o;' e\n ctl')e case under notice
ha, e th . s X ,
Jarger works for “’zhichn to declare that the Engineers must exercise com F;:tlent . llay down any
se Tstablis e
spocial Establichmonts ha};c:z;te Ebtabh.shmcnts are allowed; where suc!I: wm.c]:) : trc. ov;.- rall t.he
the Public Works Depart eten S;TCtlolled, the control of them should be at exnstdor which
apartment. G at once made over to
Th . e \rovernment wou .
13333; W(:I‘:ld be rather disposed to watch the result of tl,elg"“t?tl go further than this at presenf.
g the question of e partial introducti 8 ,
lnge tank. to be settlod ﬁxee cotfnblete[}ransfer of all Wydraulic works dCUOD tOf ;hu ne\;l > st{:rm,
: reafter. der th ; » down to the smallest Vil-
will not take pl ¢ nder these views, the transfer
place ; the i . ) ’ ansfer of the V . e
tofore, except of CO’urs y }W“_l remain there, and in other Districts unde J\ilfganlzes in Dellary
ond oo e where the tanks are very large, so : nder the Collector as here-~
professional superintendence. ge, 80 as to require a distinct Establishment
6. The seco i N
nd point requiring
: the ord f
give the . a ders of Governm is Cantai .
Officers of the Engineer Department power to punic]nt is Captain Collyer's proposal to
sh,

tine the bank:
8 nks of tanks, cutti

) ing made N .
tomary labour. ] roads, wantonly wasting

summarily, such offences as cut-

Ihe Bo‘ud lelndll\. thdt GOVEllnnent ha‘e l dy l)ré‘s‘ v oNness
ailrea €ex
5ed thelr unw l”lﬂcn

to invest Engin
ear Offi : T . X
deem it unane cers with Magisterial functions ; and as th il .
. ssary to pursue the subject further ey still hold this epinion they

7. The next poi
. point to be noticed, is, th i
: ) . e contr i
;anks, &c. Captain Collyer having reco;nm;nded ﬂ)‘;illgun;)'n 1§1ue by Enamdars to the repairs of
e ! L Tabiliti .
ands in this respect, should be ascertained and det el ilities of thuse enjoying rent free
Fnams contribute according o the terms of theis crmmec}. After shewing that Daswandam
: o : 3 rrants ; tha o - .
that service Enams under a tormer decision of G ; j that Shrotryamdars pay their quota;
other than those specificd 2b } .o . overnment are exempt, while in respect to It H
Ty down any genasal ral ove, the practice is various, the Board profess t} I; it
era i I, 8s them

unexception);bgie rx; e W-lt}.l the information now before them, but they thi sl: v}es Lable to
nual Quit-Rent (W?Ly (1) ldemvmg a fair quota from the Enams, would be Zo impose o the most

‘ Rent (whic Lo s € impose
generally no time w L]tl 1?5 all;eddy been levied in Chingleput ;) and for asses‘;infth' aan’mu an
into Enam te'nure ouT} h oa}-d consider, be so convenient as the occasion ;)f : o . mt-Rffﬂt
nto Tnam 5. The Board’s suggestion is approved and they will b Benere enquiry
beps or giving effect to it; the (Government see no reason why y hl de good enough to take

e postponed unti i 3 such a desirable
postp until the appointment of the Enam commission, a wholly indeﬁl’f‘blc re form should
nite period ; a begin-

ning has been already made; and iabili
: the liabilit )
&iffeulty. i ability of all Enamdars may now be declared without

8. The last poi ich 3
. point on which information w ;
oy ) as requ . .
abolishing a tax said to be levied in Masulipatam u‘ll)on‘ed from the Board, w
every hundred leaves ¢ » upon:every Palinyra tree which i
ut. It . ) almyra tree w
the unlimited destructi fGaPPears that Mr. Fraser, the late Acting C “}“Ch b felled, and
or i
on waste land) bid fair t; . t ove‘rr;ment Palmyra trees (meaning, it isi) : eCI:;"’ finding thae
extinouish the species ] R -3 resuined trees .4
Government tr o pectes In the District al : growing
ree, and 1 ann1on each 100 1 ct altogether, imposed g
; : snvas ) sed atax o 1
ed in cases of extrem eaves cut from Governme Thi 1 each
§ e poverty; and is found ment trees.  Thisj
The system prevails i H ound to operate benefiei . 13 not enforc-
evails in G . enefieially in preventine
P antoor. The Board do not ¥ m preventing reckless waste.

ment will not interf i i recommend i iti
ere with Pan: 1end its ab
ith this arrangement at present, and resol @oolitton.  The Govern-
solv

planting Palmyra topes i it i
considez;af.ion ({f t.he%o,n:(e)r‘w‘j:\ltlC%l If)'ufr‘pose - iohosel to apply the tax und :
or of Forests, It {s highly necessary { A llm er notice, for the
0 pay close attentio
n to the

conservation of - . .
o extond Pal-myxa trees, especially as it has been discovered

extensive use in the Department Public Works ered that the wood is lik
. s,

as the propricty of

e to refer the question of
cly to come

‘ (Signed) T.PYCROFT,

Clief Socretary.
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 14th September 1858.

No. 1. Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 23d

July 1858, No. 2763.
Read again Extract Minutes Consultation of Government, under’

Lo Con 20th Jome 1857 qo¢c'ihe 16th May 1857, No. 944, P. W. D. Public.

Read also Extract from Proceedings of Board of Revenue, 29th June 1857, No. 2225.

Read again also the following letters,

o5th March- in Con.  9th April 1858.

Trom Ganjam,

,» Vizagapatam, 10th ” 19th Aug. 1857

’ Masulipatam, 24th ST 3lst July &

,, Guntoor, 18th ,, ) 23rd s

,, Nellore, st , 14 0ct ‘
. . Cuddapah, 12th ” 19¢h May 1838.

, Bellary, 31st March 20th April

v Kurnool, 21st . 98th May

" Chingleput, 30th July » 4th Aug. 18517.

12th Oct.  »
29th Mar, 1838.

North Arxcot, 25th Sept. ’

3

,»  South Arcot, 23rd »”

,, Tanjore, 7th »” 9th July »

»” Trichinopoly, 28th July " 3rd Aug. 1857.

,, Madras, 7th » 15th Dec. 5

,, Tinnevelly, 23rd July 1857 5 8rd July 1858.

,, Coimbatore, 21st Dec. 5 " 6thJan.

,, Canara, 24th July " 1st Aug. 1857

,, Malabar, 17th ) »s 8th Sept.  »
Madras, 17th = " 20th July s

2
{ Minutes Consultation of Government, dated

Read again also Extrac
1580, P. W. D, Public Irrigation.

In Con, 1st July 1835 the 15th August 1857, No.

Read again also the following letters.
| From Masulipatant, 29th May in Con. 8th June 1858.

»  South Arcot, 28th »  3lst May "

99th May " 13th July ”

»  Tanjore,

In the Minutes of Consultation first recorded above, the Government refer to the Board copy of

a Report made by Captain Collyer, Superintending Engineer Central Circle, to the Chief Engineer,

for any observations they may have to make with especial reference to paras. 6,7 and 8.

2, Captain Collyer ofter stating the Rain fall in the Bellary Districtin certain years, and its
the supply of the Tanks in certain Talooks notices, that * leaking sluices, inefficient

areless Mneygars are by the waste of water, which might otherwise be retained,
£ Rain itself;" and express eshis opinion thatto give

effect towards

almost as frequent a sOurce of want as the failureo

£



2 Fort Saint George, »

Mwwnaoﬁ-, l...

——————_
e gy

tl;e Department Public Works full efficienc
oh zfuthonty, and have under their immediaty’
t elr.subordinates, with power to punish i
ful distribution of water N
3

the Engi
i gineer Oflicers should posses a great
. e
.rol the whole of the Itrigation o
» Summarily, such offe X

| cutting thr
Tanks or Channels to enlarge ﬁ:ds ough made Roads,

>of ; Moneygars and
as cutting Tank-banks, waste

dlminishing the width of the banks of
o

ﬂl = .
’ c

Ile also adverts

In Con lst July 1853, 8. The Extract Mj
Avgant 18 inutes Consultati
mooted b o e 37, relates t i on of Gove ’
oo 3 Captain Callyer, gy, whet o a question closely conne rnn‘_ent of the 15th
he Revenuo or Public Werks Do e distribution of water for Irri Ct‘fd with the subjects
fimonts on both at the same pae pT;l ment. The Board therefore rmgation should rest with
to Captain Collyer's s . e letters from the Coll proceed to submit thej
vations, except the few noted gty eprocd sbove have fr e
v ; marginall ST
1657, in Con. 1oy Japncyt 1910 August ssked by Govermment as 10wl
. 18t July 1858, Board, it i i
s 1t 18 expedient to abolish a practi b
ctice obtaining in th
g e

. Masuli istri
patam District, of requir;
tree‘felled, and every 100 fe(;‘:er:ic:fayment orevery Felmyra

rence

as to i
whether, in the opinion of the

4, The Board wi
rd will first :
the distribug consider the H
m:d:lStrlbutlon of water, and whether all :}}:‘:Stm“ of what De
over to the sole control of the Engineer (;Zi\,
¢

a
Partment should be entrusted with

ants alluded ¢ i
e ¢ to by Captain Colleyer should be

.

5- In llis lettet to G’OVelmllellt l,ul(le] (l.’;ﬂe t e 231‘(] .]"ne 18 )2 hav ng

Il‘ri t. 1 y ’
ga ion Wol‘ks Of the I\Iasuhpatam and Tl‘ichinolpol D. t i ; ¢ i

18 l‘lCtS,

his opinion that fi s
or the inter
ests both of Government and the Ryot, th
water (not t . s » the entire distribut:
Public( Wor‘;{ Individuals) should rest solely with th:glb“tlon of
s, and the Government concurred in this :;Pdl”tmenr.
/iew as re-

e 'ds the distributi .
distribution to fields gar istribution to Villao '

© fields should be left to_the Villagers themselv:;::.gs,tli)e:1 ;f?lll)sewglﬂ’that the detailed

? Hlage Officers interferine

if nece 9 p 5 i
ssar » anaa pe lb lyl > }1 ! i ll(l event 1Iy
d a ne t(} the gsa,l“‘ltdar t ) 4 ua tO the CO“ECIOI’.

reference to th
b ’ | ¢
the Chief Engineer expressed

E. M.C. 15th Av 7. 1
Ist July 1858, ngust 1857, m’ Con

6. The expediency of entrusting this i

] g this 1mportant function to

nte};zlrl ;}:;,:axl;ei:;y 1;2;}1: depend, the Board think, on the natlli)::: t:f te}al,ihml1e 'De?
S Pui : Ws s;p?ly only one Village. When such is the hem:
s ic 01:' 8 is not f:ontemplated by Government, a dc o
seory. Wh comoreht an one Village is Irrigated from the san’xe 'I;' ke
ey i Boars 11111:se ave been determnined by the Engineer O ks
Est;bu 1 rd think, be generally left to the Village Bfﬁcers
Chann; qn;enti] Where the Irrigation is drawn from Rivers
1 s by the aid of Corumboos or Embankments in
ength and height of these having been settled b o o
whether the intervention of the Department P y'long e
but delay and dissatisfaction. whlie Works

.

artment or the
on work, Qe-
the inteiference of the
ms to the Board unne.-
e the dimensions of the
ilicers, but the charge of the
undcj,r the control of the Talc.or;:
:v:;i:‘ is som.etimes throwa into the
o SOme way into the stream, T}
tom, the Board very much.d l;e
would be productive of any t(;x‘i]n:
=]

7. Butthere is a class of
works approximating }
great Ganges Canal s s ating in charact
sional De;artr::r?t,w:i]}i(:hd, it would scem, may be placed und‘z t(t)}the Locks and
S b :1 ZZ:;E%;& l')Suc}.x are the Sluices in all large ifnsf)le control of the Profes-
the Collector of Trichinopol siderable Rivers. A doubt on this poi lcuts, and the Teads of the
inopoly, ur.lder date the 27th April last Iefe?m:;t ls.thrown by the letter of
iags of the 3rd July 1858, No. a9 9‘: I\‘;’r 1% 3: Blt))ard's Proceed-
S obseves :—* This

¢ control of the Ch

“hesitate to state t . . annels by the Engi

o the Board of Revenue is unsatisfactory to the ;ilnleer Department, I do not
Ple, and often the cause of

Sluices in the

In Con. 14th July 1858, para. 6,

which relate to a question -

T A

<ol g s oSt

5w R des
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 14th Seprember 1858. 3

M
t.” These remarks are made

and outcry on account of water being deficient.
£ the actual working of the system, the Laulgoody Channel, having been for some
time made over to the charge of the District Engineer. The Board, however, are not disposed to
er arrangement in consequence of any supposed ill success which has attended it

horta trial. It may be that the Agency is bad or insuficiently looked
1 founded and arise from the jealousy

hat the Professional Officer if
with the greatest amount of
by means of Anicuts.

s great discontent
after experience O

recommend anoth

in one locality after sos
after, or merely lacks experience, or the complaints may be il

of the subordinate Revenue servants. It would seem obvious t
provided with a sufficient Establishment will be able to regulate,
fairness and effect, the supply of the main Channels drawn off from Rivers

8. The same xeasons apply to very large Tanks requiring Listablishments for their care

beyond the Village servants.

already decided by Government, for it appears
that in accordance with the orders contained in Extract Minutes Con-

'&'57’%\)1");; 582‘7}‘ M2y gyltation ofOGovemment 1st May 1857,'No. 839, D. P. W. every ser-

. vant exclusively employed on Hydraulic works has been made over to
the control of the District Engineers, and the DBoard find that not only in Trichinopoly,
Rajahmundry and Masulipatam, but also in Tinnevelly and South Arcot, works of the nature of
those they have indicated above are lusive charge of the Department

already under the exc

Public Works, In Bellary the measure appears to have been carried too far and further than
Government could have intended. M. Pelly points out that the Neergunties, 679 in number,
d by landed enams, and charged with the distribu-tion of water to fields, have been
and considers that their duties will not be so efficiently performed as hereto-
e concur with him and would recommend, that they should be replaced
They think that asa rule, all irrigation servants employ=d
should continue subject to the Collector.

9, The Point indeed seems to have been

remunerate
partly made over,
fore. The Board quit

under the Revenne Department.
in directing water to fields, and all not paid in money

He requires that the Engineer Offi-

hole of the Monegars and their subordinates,
fences as cutting tank banks, and failure
to afford mamocl labour. The matter of customary labour, is provided for by the Aect of the
rgin. To the other demands of Capt. Col-

d as the Board think, with good reason.
already noticed, are pecformed by
ariably leads to trouble and embarrassment, it is
indispensable, in the Board’s opinion, that {hese should remain anszerab}e to the Revenue De-
d that the duties in question will be better performed

ible that the District En-

partment only. They are moreover satisfie a2
i : ive it to be impossl
by ti acers and Revenue Officers, for they conceive 1t . .
y the Villse p upermtend the details of the

gineer and his subordinates of a superior grade can adequately s ;
management of a yast number of tanks and small channels, and they are disposed to place more

reliance on the eflects of long habit and self interest o the Villagers than on the care and probity

of the lower Officers of the Department Public Works. As regards the more summary punish-
ment of trespasses connected with irrigation works and roads, the Board observe that Government

have expressed their anwillingness to invest Engineer Officers with Magisterial functions.

Collyer, however, seeks for more than this.

10. Capt.
cers shall have under their jmmdeate control the w
with power to punish, summarily, Ryots committing such o

Legislature noted in the ma
.

Act T ol 1508 lyer the Collectors demur, an
at all but the large works and reservoirs

The irrigation duties :
dasa divided control inv

" Revenue servants, an

on by Enamdars towards the repair of tanks, it appears

11. In regard to the contributi
that throughout the Districts.—

Ist. Duswundum Enams contribute agreeably to the terms on which they were granted.

ond. That Shrotrimmdars pay their quo'a



4 Fort Saint George,

Extract Winutes Consulttion 8th in

Con, 20th May 1852, No, 418.R. D Srd. That service En

. ams are
oo g eXempt.
gnized by Governmey .

This i)rin i
. ciple was
t 1n the case noted marginall}.P

12, In respect to the remaining

. En :
tribute, In others, they do not ams the practice ig various.

For instance in Cu

Ex'ezt.:ult“aq:““t"s Cousultation 8th in c'harge. In Be“ar‘y the
- 1 >
on 20th May 1852, liable to a demang on a

with any satisfaction to

In some districts

‘ they con-
dd:pah tney are subject to a regila(t):d
); re usudllx exempt though considered
Pecial occasion. The Board feel unable

on the information n y

ow befoc : temselveg ¢

¢ them. They thing it probable sho ;}]Zosldyd dogn a general rule
undry Enams are already

taxed towards Iiri i w
at al
. " isagoulto: r:pdlrsl henever they can afford to pay, and n in g n into
. ak acey ' W b . . | -
S uECi N b - e0r € place, the} ould recommend that’it h ‘;s - 1o vesotl hahoopp1 :
n o decide, w her an fresh regulations as to the exaction sfal ht o ire
y y ol a quota towards i
repairs

. . -
E,][anl(l“‘ wl in énera !)e 1 al) e to ay a I at Once, a

servoir, which ex wards the expens

] pense may b pense of the thor :

and it would be hardly ju::; te e‘llilal to the assessment of all the lands (:1“,‘(’,111 repair of a large re-

livelihood to carry out a projz Cta uPoln him thus to sacrifice what may“ ;r }1: for ;2 or 3 years,
ct regardin e fiis sole means of

unexceptionable wa . z which he would
of de > not have
y rving a fair quota from the Enams would been consulted. The most
Frio;nccozlgﬁ,l.tm{ of Chingleput 30th July small annual quit-rent which would no:I;)Pear to be by laying on a
ation 4th August 1837 it appears has € 8o severely fel ie
= PP already been done in Chingleput Fo{- ast' -Thl.b’
. sessing it
o

generally no occasion w
gene ¥ 1o oceasion would be so convenient as the ti
enquiry into Enams, " e of a ge-

13. ¥ poi ini
1 T}'xe only point remaining to be noticed is the
myra leaves in Masulipatam., It was g with the
. as imposed by Mr, Fr
M . . I'raser, the late Acti g i
e y. > U cting Collector with th
ew of lzreventmbir the unlimited destruction of Government
Trees. The practice appears to exist also in other Districts, and
3

the Board ar.
ed. The preventi s e not prepared to recomm ; .
p tion of waste in the use of timber and wood in gener:?i;hzt 1 shall be abolish-
$ become an object of

]eat ||III)()] tauce y and it 18 ObVIOllS, that lf th.e CaleleSS and llnprovldent nat f
1ve o t c I

to his actual wants. i
12 bioactual wants. i\;[;xl:z:eix;, ixst canrﬁ)t be deemed unjust to require psyment for what bel
fund should be created for the s s;e?rsx t'r' Il{no'x e toang Collector ebserves, desir abl Ehongs
the tax has had a beneficial effecy;; in roven ‘}"tmg o nese oeful trecs. o, K,nox —
troes beins gean e preventing waste, and has not proved a burd reports that
g gratis to the extremely poor, and in cases when houses have be:; den to . thz Lyets
estroyed by fire

price charged for Palmyra trees and Pal.

From Collector of Ma
sulpat
May in Con, 8th June ?85';;.“ 29th

14. i i
In their Proceedings under the date noted in the margi
in
Government Palmyra Topes shgo ul’
general, under the control of the C
. to turn his attention
L . to the subj
;thtid Dto tchlexr growth, and they would suggest that no char, bt
il Dr. Cleghorn has had time to take the matter into his fc’v:nn'?lw
sider,

the Board recommended that
d be placed, like Forests jn
onservator, with instructions
of extending them iy tracts

n.xade should be withdrawn
ation,

Pro. to Government 19th
No. 2131, para 11, June 1858,

15.  In conclusion the Board wish it to be nuderstood
.oﬂ’er relate solely to one point; viz., the most efficient o
in the position in which the Revenue and Public Wor Do
spect to each other, i

that the opinions which they now

. r of carrying on the public business
cpartments have been placed with re-

s

(A true Extract.)

(Signed) J. D. SIM,

- Secrelary.
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Fort Saint George,
MW

ORDER THEREON, No. 1836 dated Sth September 1838.

e
No. 2.

6, 7, and 8 of a Report by Captain Collyer, Superintending Lingincer Central
Circle, upon the state of certain Irrigation works in the Ceded Districts,
after stating that the disrepair of the Sluices and the carelessness of the

d almost as frequent a source of want as the failure of rain itself, an opinion

he ‘Engineer Officers should have the Irrigation Monegais and their Subor-

mediate control, with power to punish such offences as cutting tank banks,

1. In paras.
Dated 20th April 1857.

Monegars, occasione
was expressed that t
dinates under their im
&ec., summarily-

At the suggestion of the Chiefl Engineer, the paras. quoted above

ief Engr. No. 7861, . . . .
Prs;r,gdh 20th April 1857, were furnished to the Board of Revenue for their consideration.

4

9. In Extract Minutes Consultation No. 1580, dated 15th August 1857, Government pass=
he Chief Engineer, giving cover to certain correspondence be-

llector of Masulipatam, relative to the question, which Depart
ment, Revenue or Public Works, should be entrusted with the duty of distributing water. The
distribution to the Villages should rest solely with the Public Works

to the fieldsleft to the Vitlagers. Before however pass-
rred for the opinion of the Board

of the same order, the Board were
in Masulipatam of taxing felled

ph of Captain Collyer’s Report

ed orders upon a reference from t
tween himself and the Acting Co

Government considered that
Department, but the detailed distribution
ing final orders, the papers were refe

Purﬁf{lg'lzrsz'cud;mfssl(fth of Revenue, and in a subsequent para.
l ’ asked whether the system prevailing
Palmyras, &c., should not be abolished. And in the last paragra . :
above quoted, that Officer expressed his opinion that the nature and extent of the assistance which
irrigated from Grovernment sources, owed to the State in the way of

Tnamdars, whose lands were 1
should be ascertained and clearly defined.

repairing tanks, &c.,
state their views on the points referred

ve, the Board
tribution of water,

3. In their Proceedings recorded abo
h should be entrusted with the dis

to them. First, as to the Department whic
and, the control of the Irrigation Establishments. o
n of Government, expressed in Minutes

ard commence by noticing the opinio .
to Villages should rest with the Depart-

1857, * that the distribution
that to individuals with the Villagers,
lying to the Revenue authorities.”

ant function to one Department or an
k. When a tank (as is generally the case) supplies

e Board think the interference of the Depaitment
And when a tank supplies more than one

ould still leave the rnanagement of the Sluices, (the dim'ensions of ‘.Vl_‘iCh ""il_l of
ady determined by the Engineer Officers) to the Village authorities. Like-
d height of the Korumbus or embankments running with the beds of streams
has been settled, by long custom, they consider that here again

Public Works, would only produce delay and dissatisfaction ;
the heads of the main channels taken from

4. The Bo
Consultation 15th August
« ment Public Works; but
« ing when necessary, and appeals
expediency of entrusting this import

depend on the nature of each Inrigation wor
only one Village, tl

Para. 6. Public Works unnecessary.

And they think that the

Village, they w
course have been alre
wise, as the length an
to secure Irrigation from them,

the interference of the Department :

but on the other hand the Sluices in large Annicuts and

large rivers, should in the opinion of the Board be placed under the sole control of the Profes~
bol H

sional Department. And similar reasons apply to the case of very Iarge tanks requiring Estab-
lishments for their care beyond the Village servants. The Boat:d consider that when tanks sup-
ply only one Village, the interference of the Departmen.t Public Work?, ‘was not contz:mplated
by Government; and in para. 9 they refer to Extract Minutes Consultation Ist May 1857 as de-
cisive of the points debated. In accordance with that order, every serv:ant_‘exc‘luswely employed
on Hydraulic works, has been made over to the control of the District Iingineer. In Ec:llary
the tank Superintendents or Nirganties, 679 in numb.er have been mafie over in part; this mei;
sure the Board concur with the Collector in disapproving; and they think that Government cou

scarcely have intended it.

the Village Officers interfer-

other, must very much -

I T
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Public Works Consultation of 14th Septemler 1858,

5. The Government observe that in carrying out a reform like the transfer of the charge of
Hydraulic works to the Public Works Department, there will always at first be a considerable
difficulty found, owing to the necessity for breaking through old habits and customs. Such diffi-
culties must not however be set down as inherent in the new system. In the case under notice
the Government are not of opinion, that it is at present necessary or expedient to lay down any
more specific rule, than to declare that the Engineers must exercise complete contrel over all the
larger works for which separate Establishments are allowed ; where such works exist for which
special Establishments have been sanctioned, the control of them should be at once made over to
the Public Works Department. The Government would not go further than this at present.
They would be rather disposed to watch the result of the partial introduction of the new system,
leaving the question of the complete transfer of all ITydraulic works, down to the smallest Vil-
lage tank, to be settled hereafter. Under these views, the transfer of the Nirganties in Bellary
will not take place ; they will remain there, and in other Districts under the Collector as here-

tofore, except of course where the tanks are very large, o as to require a distinct Establishment
and professional superintendence.

6. The second point requiring the orders of Government is Cuptain Collyer's proposal to
give the Officers of the Engineer Department power to punish, summ

ting the banks of tanks, cutting made roads, wantonly wasting water, and failure to afford cus-
tomary labour. The Board remark that Government have already expressed their unwillingness

to invest Engineer Officers with Magisterial functions ; and as they still hold this opinion they
deem it unnecessary to pursue the subject further.

arily, such offences as cut-

7. The next point to be noticed, is, the contribution due by Enamdars to the repairs of
tanks, &c. Captain Collyer having recommended that the liabilities of these enjoying rent free
lands in this respect, should be ascertained and determined. After shewing that Daswandam
Einams contribute according to the terms of their grants; that Shrotryamdars pay their quota;
that service Enams under a tormer decision of Government are exempt, while in respect to Enams
other than those specified above, the practice is various, the Board profess themselves unable to
lay down any general rule with the information now before them, but they think that the most
unexceptionable way of deriving a fair quota from the Enams, would be to impose a small an-
nual Quit-Rent (which has already been levied in Chingleput ;) and for assessing this Quit-Rent
generally no time would the Board consider, be so convenient as the occasion of a general enquiry
into Enam tenures. The Board’s suggestion is approved and they will be good enough to take
steps for giving effect to it; the Government see no reason why such a desirable reform should
be postponed until the appointment of the Enam commission, a wholly indefinite period ;a begin-

ning has been already made; and the liability of all Enamdars may now be declared withoyt
difficulty.

8. The last point on which information was required from the Board, was the propriety of
abolishing a tax said to be levied in Masulipatam, upon every Palmyra tree which is felled, ang
every hundred leaves cut. It appears that Mr. Fraser, the late Acting Collector, findine that
the unlimited destruction‘of Government Palmyra trees (meaning, jt is presumed trecs 3
on waste land) bid fair to extinguish the species in the District altogether,
Government tree, and 1 anna on each 100 leaves cut from Government tree
ed in cases of extreme poverty; and is found to operate benefi
The system prevails in Guntoor. The Board do not re
ment will not interfere with this arrangement at
planting Palmyra topes, to which purpose it is proposed to apply the tax under notice, for the
consideration of the Conservator of Forests. It is highly necessary to pay close attentjon to the

conservation of Palmyra trees, especially as it has been discovered that the wood is likely to come
into extensive use in the Department Public Works,

growing

Imposed atax on each
(2 3 NS

s.  Thisis not enforc-

cially in preventing reckless waste,

commend its abolition. The Govern-

present, and resolve to refer the question of

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,

Chief Secretary.
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