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Fort Saint George, Public W rks Consultation of 25th August 1837.

mp—

No. 30. i{ead the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABLR, Chief Enginecr, to II.

FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 22nd July 1857, No. 2277.

Siw, ) o

I have the henor to submit for the information and corders of Government, the accompany;
ing letter dated 20th May 1857, from R. Kennedy Esq., executive Engineer (late in charze of

the office of Superintendent of the Eastern Coast Canal) with copy of a Report by Licutenant
Sankey, the late Superintendent, on the Collections and Traffic on Cochrane’s Canal for the

official year 1856-37, together with an Account Current and other -

Vide Extract Minutes Consultation 9th accompaniments detailing the results of the traffic.

October 1833, No. 1130 para- 4. ! _ .
2. Licuterant Sankey first notices the distinction, between

.the gencral traffic on Miscellancous goods, and the Receipts from the Salt trade, which has

been observed in the Returns forwarded by him n accordance with the arrangements directed by

. , the orders of Goternment quoted in the margin, by which credit

S-c:u‘;é:ﬁu: lsl;xli?f:mbl\c?r;gzeos Con- is required to e given in.the Collector’s Books for the full
: amount of Toll Lviable cn boats laden with Salt.

3. An increase in the Collections of the pas: year, as had been anticipated in the Report of’l

‘the previous year has been realized, the excess bdng 28 per cent.  above the receipts of 1833-56.

An aggregate of 1,035,407, tons of goods is sh2wn to have passed on the Canal during the
' year,* and this compared with the previous ycar during which

. - - H - . -
¢ On boats of which the T°“"‘“3‘? 82371, tons of gvods were carried, shews an actual increase of

mounted to 1,23,000 tons. - : . . . .
® - 23096, tons; fron which the increase in the item of Salt, viz.

110972 tons, being deducted, that on Miscellane?us goods, or'tjne general traffic passing the

Canal, is reduced to 12,12} tons. o 1

4. The amount of Toll leviable oii*t_b.e aggregate tonege of the boats is Rupees 30,751-4-0,
at the rate of 4 annas per ton, buf'RLip'ees‘ 26566-14-0, only have been collected in the
whole year. The difference Rupees 4384-6-0, 1s tl}e total sum which Boats were excused from )
p‘ayi“g’ for a considerable portion of the yesn owing to the shallowness of the Canal, during -
which Toll was levied at _the reduced watd of 3 annas per ton, or threefourths of the full rate."
This 1o dixlc;ti on was made in consequence -of bodts being unable to bring up a full cargo. In

order to shew as nearly as possible the net tonnage which passed the Canal, a reduction pro-

ortionate to the reduced Toll, has been made in the burthen of the Boats as given in the entries

¢

in Table A. o e

From the above explanation, it appears that the dry season during the year under re-

5.

‘view, had somewhat checked the navigatiqn of full laden Boats, causing a loss of Rupees 4384,

to the state. .

G. Lieutcnant Sankey observes that he had no reliable returns of the height of water above
or blow mean tide, but that generally up to the Storm of the 19th and 20th November, the
water in the Pulicat lake was believed to be a foot below the mean sea level, and then rose to
five feet above mean tide. After this there was a gradual subsidence, and throughout February,
March and April the water was five or six inches above the standard of mean tide. Mr, Kennedy
remarks on the omission in Licutenant Sankey's Report of all mention of the effects of the She-

"diancoopum Lock, which he very properly cbserves, should have found a place in a Report, on

the operations of the Canal, for there can be little doubt that it has exerted a very beneficial
effect upon the traffic, and that it must in a great wmeasure account for the increase of the ag-

gregate traffic, notwithstanding the effects of the dry season.

7. The Lock which was completed before the termination of the official year 1853-56,
was not fitted up completely with gates until A.ugust 1856, and it is to be regretted that no
5prop61' register was kept of the depth of water in the Canal from that period, so as to exhibit
the comparative increase of depth since the formation of the Lock. There is, however, every
reason to believe that this work has hadﬂt}}é eflect of greatly increasing the facility of navigating
the Canal, and contributing to the steady: incre‘qseﬁ,, of the number and tonnage of boats, as
will be scen from Table B, appended to Lieutg:nant Sankey’s Report.

PENRENURPUSRE RS SEDELLA e ——————— o s -



2 - Fort Saint George, Yublic TWorks Consultation of 23t Aurust 1857, .
' 8. A comparison of the collections and

i Rs. AT,
COMLECiONS. e ranne erenssrsesseresnserns arsere svseve 26,366 14 0 charges on the Canal, shews an excess of the
Chafsesﬁs‘ AP former over the latter, of Rupees 20,158 as

Establishment and sundrics... 1,736 4 6
Repairseeescsctsesscees eseenenns 4,471 14 2 6228 2 8

per marginal note. The large cxpenditure on
repairs is chiefly in consequence of the injury
sustained by the banks of the Canal during the
storm of November last,

Nett Excess of co_ucct.ions‘........ ............... 20,138 11 4

s —

9. Tt further appears that durinz the year under review, 76 new traflic boats aggregatine
& =) D

99+ Tons, and 9 pleasure boats aggregating 15 Tons, amounting together to §3 b;ats, of a
. total burthen of 1,107 Tons, have been broughtto the Toll office to

This has increased the number plying on the Caal from 408 boats i

1856-57 as will be seen in Table C, and this cotpled with the fact that in the latter year, 6,85%
trips were mace on the Can hile i dine ves

Para 3 Extract Minutes Consultation onlp 5,306 tri i & al,. “hd.e n the precadmc year

1st Novewber 1856, No, 2026. Yy o s - were made, will satisfy the Government that

even on the nunber of boats which wag considcred a better
basis for calculation than any othcr, a clear increase is perceptible 5 and this must be considered

very satisfactory in a year in which the scason was far from a favorabloe one,

be numbered and registered.
n 1835 and 56, to 493 in

10. Tables D. and L, submitted by -Li:utenant Sankey shew the distribution of the
number and tonnage of the several boats amorgt the various descriptions, of goods which they
brought up, and the stations or places of growih or ex . 't. Table D, corresponds with that

- . N 0 . ) ) By x\,‘ o
given in para. ,:,O.of Lleu.tena..ut Chamber’s Repfr\t_,‘o.f thy jeeding year, Talle E, however, is
improved, and is in substitution of the one allyded te awove, and exhibits in more detail, the

. . . . > . v~ 3
different descriptions of goods, and the places frory which they were exported. In this Table,
the full reglsterer‘l tonnage of the bf)ats is ente.red. 1f, on the contrary, the tonnage of the goods
was shown allowing for the proportion ¢ which the beuts were rated, viz., 3 of the rexistered

- - . . . - : ‘ . ° 6 ere

tonnage during the latter part of the year, the results exhé®ited in the return as to the quantity of
cargo exported from each Station, miglht have been depdaded upon with some certainty, as re-
presenting the actual burden of the traflic conveyed on the Canal ; for althoughin para. 4 of the
Extract Minutes Consultation already quoted, Goveramer+ reigarked that the registered teunage
was not a trustworthy index of the actual quantity of the argo, WLecausc ir was not likely that
each boat carried its full tonnage, still from the well kn;‘["n disposition of the Merchants to
take full advantage of the present system which imposcs 13 restriction on the quantity of goods
placed in each boat, it may be presumed that every carg. = :at has been’ empl;oyed to carry as
much as could be placed on it, and that therefore the segistered, tonnage of the boats may be
viewed, in the absence of mere specific data, as representing the actual burd

en of the traffie
conveyed. A S

1. o
11. In para. 16 Lieutenant Sankey shews that the Dooragapatam 'Caha'l.'has" been enabled
from the rains in the end of last year, to evince some activity of traffic, the‘e‘ beirg 169 boats
of 2893 tons then noted from this port. The result is however still far below what it would
have been, if the watcr in the lake had been kept up at a sufliciently high level, which was not
the case until after the rains. . ' ’

12. Lieutenant Sankey next proceeds to notice two otlier points referred: to in the last
year’s report, and the resolution of Government thereon. The first is the ax lavied by the
authorities on firewood and brushwood cut in the Strechuricottah Jungles. . ne justice of this
levy is not questioned, but only the system, and the high amount charged. It is stated that
each bundle of faggots is weighed by a Peon at the loading place, and every stick or large piece
of firewood, is counted, and the tax on the whole levied before the boat is allowed to proceed
to Madras. By this means, much delay and inconvenience are caused to Merchants, to obviate
which the Superintendent recommends that the present system of taxing the wood should be
sbolished and a tax levied instead according to the durden or tonnage of the wood placed cn
boats. This suggestion seems worthy of consideration in the Revenue Department,

13. The sccond point suggested by Lieutenant Sankey, is to mark full and half draught
lines on each boat, and to charge the full or half toll according to the draught of the Cargo thus
indicated ; but this proposition would violate the principle laid down by Government in the

|

t

—
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Tor-é Saint George, Dub’ic Works Cor-al'a’0.2 of 25 August 1857. 3
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ct Minutes Consultation of the Ist November, that the Toll levied is not on the goods
Extra) ed but on the boats using the Canal 5 and hence it does not appear to me necessary to
conveyed,

discuss it. o . . T
14. In conclusion I would suggest for th? conmderez.ﬂon of Government, whet er i e

be advisable to embody the present report in future in the generle report on t e operation
mot 2 nt, called for in paras. 11, 12 and 13 of the 1st Section of the code. - While the
of the Depsrimet receipts and charges of the Canal were kept separate from other receipts
Fx. M. C. 9th Oct.1835, anq charges, it was necessary to submit a special report on them, but
No. 1130 pre- & these having been ordered in Extract Minutes of Consultation of the

i i hareoes of the Countr
03rd June last No. 1212 to be included in the general revenues and charge Ys

h ems no valid reason why the whole should not now be embraced in one report.
there se _

¥rom Lieutenant R. IL SANKEY, Superintendent of the East Coast Canal; to Colonel C. E.
m . .
° TABER, Chief Engineer, dated Adyar, 20th May 1857, No. 37 A.

IR
In reior;ing on the Collections and traflic of t.he Canals North of Madras for the past gﬁ’i-
: s directed in Extract Minut~ Consultation No. 1130, dated thfa 9th (?ctober 1855, I
cial year, » to state, that the inf~ _ .Jjon though for some time previously in the course of
have th.e honort oW be, presented iv ery crude form, as I have been engaged up to this the
Couecm:n?:: o*Itlher Departmental duites ; and a3 the statements necessary to the thorough elu-
t?;ag;);nof the subject, havevonly just been brought to a state of completion.

Lieutenant Chambers masterly and lucid report No. 32 dated the 10th May 1836, has

5 he subject in such a clear light, that even had I ample leisure, a very few remarks of a

Iacedltn:ture.)in explanation of the .arious statements would amply suffice, and therefore
genera

" though concise I trust the information now cenveyed may be found useful, in connection with
though ¢ H] . ‘

that afforded in the previous year.

a  Tn accordance with the arran vement of carefully separating the Salt trade of the Canal
o;he traffic in miscellaneous goous, which was introduced by the late Superintendent and
fronf d the sanction of higher autho- v, this very natural distinction has been kept in view in
receive

the accompanying statements.

4. At the ontset, it is my pleasing duty to report the thorough success which has follfm"ed

:dl on the introduction by Licutenant Chambers of the new system of Toll, by which 4

sorpey levied on each ton, when formerly it averaged 10 annas. The aggregate of goods

annfxsdls not‘;'e Canal during the past year has been 1,05,467} tons, The year before it amount-
::102: S,;,I:’)"(O tons, therebyihowing a clear increase of 28 per cent, in one year.

5. In para. 5 of his report, the late Superintendent states that .the average Toll collected

" 'n fusly 1849-50 and 1853-54 to have been 24,000 Rupees, which Z.it 10 annas a ton, the
bf:twee Jevied would represent a movement of 32,400 tons. From this it would seem that the
t th;n '?:reased three fold, a result which I think must fairly be attributed to the impetus
h:i?: t°a:hle trade, by lightening the Toll and removing the many sources of delay at the Basin,
i‘lhich the old syster imposed. :

6. Compared "with the average Collections of the 12 Fuslies 1837-38 and 1848-49 viz.
26 50(.) Rupees we find the sum realized during the past year 26,366 falls short only by 34
Rupees.

»

(Vide Abstract Table A)

7' Another fact of interest is the large number of new Boats brought during the year to
be nu.mbered and registered at the Basin. From a return prepared by Mr. D'Rozario I find
their number and tonnage to have been as follows.

No. Tonnage.
New traffic Boats .. wle e wee i e e e e 73 Qsl)g
Pleasure do. vee  ees  ese  sse  ses  ses  ase  sse .

Ageregating 85 new Boats with a total burthen of 1009 Tons.
oD o .



set forth in the following statement D,

Public Works Consultation, of 25¢h August 1857,

; Fort Saint George,

8. Turning also to the laden boats
Basin, their number will be seen to be G
the above facts, leads to the conclusion, that the trade js still in its infan
year a steady increase may be looked for, True it is, more salt has been
the previous one, but not in such quantity as materially to effect the conclu

employed in miscellaneoys traffic

which arrived at the
847, against 5390 the year before,

which coupled with
¢y, and that year by
moved last year than
sion above arrived at.
particularly favorable a9 reg
that from the barg continui
at of the two preceding
of the amount fixed in

9. It cannot be said that the year was
water, Excépting during the last month, and
of the water has been quite as observable as th
of the year the Toll had to be reduced to 3
quantity of water in the channel,

ards the state of the
ng open, the low level
years. All the early part
consequence of the smiall

10. Having no very reliable returns o
I can only mention in a general way, that
water in the Pulicat lake was perhaps a fo
to 5 feet above mean tide, fell and again r
which it finally and gradually subsided.
5 or 6 inches above that standard.

f the height of the Water above or below mean tide,
up to the storm of the 19y}, and 20th November the
ot below the mean level of the Sea, that it then rose
ose on the 10th December to the same heioht, after
Throughout February March ang April it \:as about

11. For comparision with the tab
annex the following monthly statement (Table B) of the receipts

ments on account of establishment, sundries and ordinary Tepairs

the net proceeds on the Years work were 20138 Rupees,

le given in the 13¢h para. of last years report, I beg to

from traffic and the disburse-
from which it will appear that

13 The annexed table C,
number and tonnage,

(Vide Table C)

14.  The distribution of the gross quantity 1,035,

4675 tons brought down to the Basin, is

(Vide Table D.)
15, 1In lieu of the table exhibiting in ¢

gross the fiscal value of the severa]
Canal as studded along the shores of the Pulicat lake, I have had the followin
some trouble from the returns furnished from the Toll Office,

the nature of the trade properly distributed among the several sources of supply, and engbles one
at once to trace all articles of consumption to their source.  With the aid of the Map furnished
last year and this table, a very accurate knOWIedge of the traffic on the Northern Canals can be
obtained, and had I sufficient time, it would afford me great pleasure to enter somewhat at length
into the interesting deductions which might be drawn from it ; coupled with observation which

my acquaintance in the villages would enable me to offer, Asit is however it i hoped that the
Statement will answer the object I had in view in having it framed,

villages on the

g drawn up with
It exhibits in detail ang it gross,

(Vide Table E.)

16, From the quantities of water which fell late last year,

of thelake, the Doogoorauzpatam Canal was enabled to display a much Brcater activity thn
heretofore. This year 169 boats with 28953 tons burthen arrived at the basin from this Capal
and I think a fair expectation may be entertained, that this >

again will receive considerable im.
petus from the relief afforded by the new long shore cut at Streehurricottah
execution, |

v

and the subsequent high level

» TIOW in course of

17. Several propositions were brought for
tion of the trade, but as they were not altoge
presumption on my part to reiterate them here,
I hope I may be pardoned for brin
able importance.

ward by Licutenap
ther approved of

There are how
8Ing again to notice as they

t Chambers for the ameliora-
by Governmcn_t, it would be
ever one are two points which
appear to me to be of consider-

Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 25th August 1857. 5

18. I would first of all mention the tax levied by the Loecal Authoritie? on thefﬁlrefv?:i
. hwood cut in the Strechurricottah jungles. N obf)dy can doubt the justice o evying
and brushy if the mode of collecting it can be simplified, and rendered less vexatlorfs,. it
such & tox but ) de in the case of th: Canal Tolls that considerably more life and activity
might be.eipf? C(;e'n:: the trade. At present each bundle of faggots is weighed by a peon at
would b.e " ;156 ll)efore itis allowed to be placed in the boat, each stick and piece of firewood
the loadhg poe® d, the sist made out and paid before the boat is at liberty to proceed towards
accurately by Iﬁte . a large supply of peons this would prove a most tedious process, to say
Mad.r s f: e"l(?rtlies her out to a low andill paid class of men, for practising peculation, and
nomhﬂ-lg of lfhe 3;1 1ould beg strongly to recommend the complete withdrawal of.all the pr-esent
exaCtmgtzzlls):;;ragly on th: diﬁ'er:nt description of firewood, and the substitution of a simple
sist exac

the tonnage of the boats lading on the shores of the Canal ; payable either at Streehurri-
tax on the ]

h or the basin, The amount of the sist during the previcus 5 years has been as follows.
cottah or *

(Vide Table G.)

is wi ing the last season it will appear that 5} annas*

v ﬂ;:s Mti;};ea:;):::‘tg’e ::dl;o;t‘; d:;$fvzre to half, the eucoul;f:gement held out

per ton woxfld ma eldlfg rease the trade so rapidly that all deficiency would be mad? up. It

e though W‘;l“ tilec jungles would suffer from the extraordinary draught upon their resour-

may be th?ggtt; a:u er.f]ici:éx at 27 square miles and supposing one square mile be cut down

ceSLbzta:aaxllr:fa :aregll system of curation and re-planting adopted, I believe they would te

3

Zfiteyinexhaustable.

19. The next subject which seems to me worthy of especial mention, is f}fe Toll “‘;W II;Vi?d
T tely on light and heavy goods ; the one and same payment re.qulred at the Basin
1ndlscrem1nah t)1’1 o sh: be laden with shells, or straw or be even empty. Lieutenant Charfxbers
on a boat, w ; ine the Toll avain one half, which was not approved of. A modification of
suggested reducing be more eTluitable and could be adopted with some little extra trouble to
::is g'oui‘ii;‘:ﬁez i(:; is, to mark full and half draught lines on each boat and then levy the

e oup 4
Tolls as follows.

4 annas per ton on all Cargoes sinking the boat above the half draught mark,

9 do do. on all below the same.
2 annas .
e nothing on empty boats, . .
halllda::;e:::a\; ngzc. and Palblf other light articles in which the.rc? 1s now hardly any trade
Pal:;yréanai wm’ﬂd doubtless be brought down in considerable quantities.
on the

(True Copy.)
Signed) R. KENNEDY, Ezecutive Engineer,
(Fened in ::karge of the Office of the Supt.
of the E. C, Canal.,

R KENNEDY Esq., Executive Engineer in charge of the Office of the Superintendent
From R.

fthe E. C. Canal ; to Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer, dated Adyar, 20th May.
Q . .

1857, No. 37B.

Sir,

The annual report on Cochrane’s Canal and those connected with it, which I have now the
teforward was handed to me by Lieutenant Sankey complete as now submitted with the
r to 4
h;:::ption of details in one or two of the Tabular statements,
e

i Iter the report where I might see it
h requested by that gentleman to amplify or a . P .
Altho;gha::qconsidered that justice would be best done to himself and the subject by plac-
Pecli;z; you the results of his experience as peuned by himself.
ing ;

The omission of any mention of the effects of fhe Shediancoopum Locl‘: is owirfg I believe
its baving been reported upon fully elsewhere, yet I cannot help thinking that it would be
to1

* This can only be an approximation because the sist is taken for the Years 1849-50 to 1853-§4 while the amountis
averaged from the Tonnage of 1856-57.



6 Fort Saint George,

Pulblic Works Consultation of 25¢], August 1857,

well for future reference to have had the late Superintendent’s o
the present document, as there can be little doubt of its exertir
the traffic for which no allowance is made in accounting

pinions thereupon embodicd in

1 a very beneficial effect upon

for the increase during the past year.

I beg to explain an apparent discrepancy in the totals of Tonn
and E, the former showing 1,05,4G7} and the latter 1,23,003.
year Lieutenant Chambers the then S i

age exhibited in tables A.
For a considerable portion of the
he rate of Toll to 3 annas per ton

allowness of the Canal they could
not be fully laden. Table E. shows the aggregate tonnage of the boats and table A. represents,

for the sake of comparison with a similar table of the previous year, the amount of tonnage
which at 4 annas per ton is equivalent to the ¢ he year, namely Rupees

cause owing to the sh

otal Toll Collections for ¢
.26,366.

—— ——

No. 31, ORDER THEREOY, No, 1621 ; dated 22ng August 1857,

The Chief Engineer submits a lett
charge of the office of Superintendent o
‘Lieutenant Sankey, the late Super;
for the official year 1836-57.

er from Mr,

f the East Coa

Kennedy, Txecutive LEngine
st Canal, enclosing copy of 5
ollection and Traffic on Coch

er, lately in
report from
rane's Canal

2. The total number of boats which

arrived at the b
ing 1,05,467 tons of goods,

and paying a to]] of Rup
_ Operations of the

Toll. inere
Tcnnage, Ru,

asin during the year was 9,287, convey-
ees 26,3606, comparing this with the
preceding year, the result exhibits an
ase in the year under notice of 2,145 boats, 23,004

tons of goods, and 5,773 Rupcees in the amount of tolls

|
|
|
l

1855-56. 7 142 $2.373 20,503 collected, as shown in the margin. Butif, as approved

1856-57.] 9207 | 1,05,467 26, 66 by Government in Extract from the Minutes of Consul-
——. | : \f

Increase.| 2.145 23,004 I 5773 tation of the 1st N

ovember 18356, the boats employed in
and the collections realized under that
an increase in the general traffic to the extent noted below:

the salt trade,
head, be excluded, the result will be

General traffic.  |Boats, ;]I;(g: | 'II‘{;{I
| Rs. i
X 1835-56............ 5,390 49,597' 12,399,
1856-57............ 6,817} 61,719) 15,429
Increase............ 1,457 12,122 3,030

3. The increase is attributed partly to the im

to trade by the reduction* of the toll to 4
chiefly to the effects of the Shediancoopum Lock, The Chi

mention is made in Lieutenant Sankey’s report of the efle
that it has exerted a very beneficial ir,
ly to the increase noticed above.

petus given
* Licatcnant Savkey’s report para. 4.

amas a ton, but
s that, although no
at work, he has little doubt
nal, and contributed material-

ef Engineer state
cts of th
fluence on the trade on the Ca

4. The amount of toll leviable on the aggrega
Carnal, is Rupees 30,751 ; but the amount actually collected waus only Rupees 2
a reduction of the toll from 4 to 3 annas a ton during a considerable portion of the year, under
the circumstances explained in para. 4 of the Chicf Engineer’s letter. Dcducting c]mrgcs,

Re amounting to  Rupees 6 228, in which is

I
cosgereeeemeenens 26065 included @ largo expenditure on account of
CHARGES. repairs, which were rendered hecessary in conse-

quence of the injury sustained Ly the banks

Establishment and Sundiies.............. Ds. 1,1;2

RepAIrs weveseceasscccansorensnnsnes o 4 ]
g of the Canal during the storm of Nevember
Net Collections...... 20,13§ Iast, the 1 d I{upces

te tonnage of the boats which passed on the

5,306, owing to

Collection .eeeevaeneinnioe

et collections amount
L ")

20,138 as shown in the margin,

A e e 4

e b

Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 25th August 1857. 7
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e e e e e eSS

i i f the year, to be
5. The Governm i bove given, . of the operations o y .
' nt consider the results a . I ;
. : c;) tz aﬂ':rd grounds for expecting a steady increase in the trade of the anal n
satisfactory, an

future years.

i <ey makes two propositions for facilitating t.llg trade
6. In paras: 17 to l%e:;‘: Z?:::g;tbfzzzg forward byPLiI::utenant C:hambers in his repf)rt
on the Canal, thchrhave d noticed by Government in Extract from the Mmu.tes of Consulta.txoz
of the 10th May 180(;, 1a1n v'I;o The first proposition relates to the tax levied on the ﬁfewog
of the 1st Novembe.r Oho“lStr;eharicottah jungles. Lieutenant Sankey does. not que§t10111i é ;
and brushwoot.l cut in bt teconsiders that the mode in which it is collected, might be simp .04;
justice of the poe’ t'u us to the traders. He represents that each bum.ile of faggots ;stv;el?a;
and-rendered l.ess v nd that every stick or large piece of firewood is counteq, ::mth ; >
ed at the loadmg. Place’fa e the boat is permitted to proceed to Madras. T? obviate ;3 e 1);
on the WhOIe.]ewed’ betor asioned, he suggests that the present system of 'taxx.ng separate hy etac
and inconvenience thus o}(l:C 1d be ;.bolished, and that a tax should be Ievu.zd instead on the 0111-
description of ﬁl’ewoo‘? y 0:;1 the Canal, a proposition which the Chief Engineer {epresents to be
age of the ant; ]:;etnia toy:nao-e of, the wood placed on boats;” and he thinks the matter
[13 u 124
:vtéz::h;nof cto:sideration in the Revenue Department.

» renue stated
heir Proceedings of the 22nd February 1856, the po.ard of Rev el; e
% Inpara f of tixeflir d asadividedinto five classes ; four consisting of logs o 1(11Lrenf
i rewood w. . es 0
that the Streehl}l,rr:;mtt:x being levied at so much per 1,00,000 pieces, an(;l th:la fliftt}; ;f;b:ﬂlll 1850
irth, the tax > . . dings, dated 17 arc 20,
lengths and girth, : h. In their review of these Proceedings, "
faggots of 10 maunds Welgll\}t e?;)é the Government expressed an opinion®* that, if all the ﬁrtewom;
Oe ’ 3 in respect to it;an
ighed, the practice should cease in resp H
of the last class were weig €0 : . btful cases
1d be levied on estimate, actual weighing being r.esorted'to only ;n dou irded th;
that the tax Szmu inted out how the Assessment of the tax mlght beimprove d, as l'eg‘a 6 the
and in para. 3 thef? li)x(l)v the rate at so much a score, a dozen, or even a 1°g3_;“i1 :n I::;ox.l ':voul):d
other classes, by IZmuendioua mode of levying the duty, by which all det?ll et ?i]ic ompeti.
suggested a x.nore.c.d_ Pn‘ the jungle into portions and putting them up annually Fo P L e
be avoided, viz. dividing ti J fn Extract Minutes of Consultation of the 5th he ruary ;.
10n. : ini hat the practice o
, eated their opiniont t P
1 Para. 3, No. 141, the Government rep ted the Board, to reconsider the
ioht was tedious and costly, and requeste They also thought§
taxing firewood by weig in communication with the Collector. ey 4 h’
m.atter to the proposal of the Collector and the Board to rate the
§ Para. 4. _ with reference g . P much a thousand pieces, that a smaller number
i sses of firewood, at so . : ranced by the
duty on the superior Ct; they remarked that, notwithstanding all that had been adix"ht o fi o
would be preferabll;h arzi against the system of annual sub rents, such a S){:'tem mTi e herefone
r . : a.
Collector ang the ':?r Witt{l all weighing, counting, measuring, ang tolltlta 1n - time Zalle d their
i s - : d, and at the sam
the best, as ‘SP?" s, sideration of the Board, 0 N
referred the subject again for tt}}e (':r’; of Lieutenant Chamber’s report of the 10th May 180&?1;
) certain paras. . . icott
attention to ext r]a Ctstir(())?duty charged on some other articles p.roduced in .the Str;rehurr;co
regarding the hxg‘l r;a. rly requested their attention to the very high rate levied on charcoal.
and particula

OPara.4

jung]eS’

é i ze the
ly having lately been received from the Board, the Government will take
S. A reply bav g ly bee
whole subject into their consideration.

iti i i ant Sankey, refers to the toll now levied
9. The other Propos?(l)zaiubézﬁzd; bt{:eI;;::tg?being the s)z:me whet.her the .boat be‘ l.a(%en
indiseriminately on llghtbaneven er):]pty. To facilitate therefore the trade in the lighter artic efi
with shells, or straw, or er that full-and half draught lines should be matked on each boat, ar:
Licuterant Sankey suggelsdbbe charged according to the draught, nothing belfng taken on emp ly
that full or half t(fll sh‘ou al wouls as remarked by the Chief Engineer, v1olafe the prxlnmp le1
boats. Butas cuis plopos:he Minu’tes of Consultation of the 1st November 1856, that t(lle to :
taid do_“'“ . EX:;ZC‘; i?(;: conveyed, but on the boats using the Canal, the Government do no
lcf)‘;:i(}iel: intO;;;edientg to authorize any change.
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8 Fort Saint George,

Canal, the amount of recelpts,
before Government,
1855 No. 1130.

But they consider it desirable that the progres

and net collections should
Extract Minutes of Cons

qublic Works Consultation of 25th August 1857
b L]

as. 11, 12 and 13, of the
s of the trade on the
still be specially laid
ultation 9th October

(Sighed) IL FORBES,

Acting Secretary to Governmen!.
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