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2 Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 10th August 1858
%
+ 2. In February, the Tahsildar of Arrealore re

brought before him against Ponoosawmy Pillay, and another the former being 1st Class Sub

Overseer in the 4th Circle, the charge being that these Subordinates of th i
] e Publ :
partment had cut branches of trees in the vill Dot oo De-

channel.

ported to the Collector that 5 charge was

3. The Collector informed me of the circumstance; and I desired that th

\ . e case mi
tried at once and directed the attendance of Ponoosawmy Pillay at the Tahsilda 'ght be

r's Cutcherry,
The Sub-Overseer was accordingly called in, from his Station by Mr. Ricketts, and having
given over as far as was requisite the charge of the works to that Officer, proceeded on the fourtﬁ
of March to the Cusbah. The Tahsildar not being at the Cusbah, the Sub-Overseer followed
him to Tricovum and Vickraamum and on the 7th reached the Tahsildar's Circuit Cutcherry at

Vickraamum. His statement- was taken down by the Tahsildar and he was dismissed and re-
turned to duty on the 8th,

The Collector subsequently ordered the case to be struck off,

4. I then considered it desirable that the nature of the charge and the manner in which the

* Copy Enclosed. case had been conducted should be communicated to me,
ly wrote the letter* which elicited the reply which
your consideration. - ¢

and according-
I now submit for

5." And in doing so beg to offer the following remarks,

Ist. It is indispensable that the Subordinates of the Department should b‘e protected from vex-
atious charges to defend themselvesagainst which necessitates absence from their duti(;s
a transfer of accounts and an explanation of the circumstances under which the work;
may at the time be to the locum tenens, and which consequently produce much loss of
time and inconvenience, moreover if a2 Subordinate in charge of a Talook is thus expos-
ed to be called upon by the Tabsildar to defend himself against frivolous and vexatious
charges, he loses position among the people, and the succeesful conduet of the works of

the Talook is dependent on the will of the Tabsildar, it being notorious that officials of -

that class can at pleasure get up a case against a man who m

. ay unfortunately incur their
displeasure. :

Znd. A charge brought against a Subordinate for any act committed by him bona fide in the
execution of his duty should, I am of opinion, be communicated in every case to the
Head of the P. W. D. of the District by the ead of Police for that District, the for-
mer would then at discretion either adopt the act of the defendants who would in that
case defend as the representative of the Department or repudiate his act in which case
he would defend himself as a private individual,

6. In the particular instance under notice, the charge appears to have been frivolous and un-
supported by evidence of any value. I therefore, until I receive further information from the
Collector as Magistrate, am impressed with the belief that the charge was a vexatious one im-
properly encouraged by the Tahsildar.

7. Adverting to Mr. Bird’s letter, it will be seen that that Officer lays down the law beat-

ing on the question of compliance with my application with much distinctness, but with some
want of precision. ‘

8. Inthe 2nd para. of the letter, my application is refused on the grounds that I am inno

* Numberod 4 in original way connec’ted with tlfe case, while in the 3rd para.* the course of appeal
" to the Session Judge is laid down as the proper course for me to adopt.

9. T need hardly observe that were I on every occasion to plunge into the midst of the
delays and depositions and rejoinders of anappeal with perhaps a counter-appeal afterwards. I
should add considerably to the already large anfbunt of work to be done

i . : _ by a District Engineer
and perhaps arrive at an unsatisfactory conclusion after all, :

10. In the last sentence of this paragraph, Mr. Bird adopts an arhitrlqry tone which has
been too common of late to occasion me surprise, but against which I beg to protest throuch you
) . . . & .

age of Thootoor near the head of the Ponairy
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Fort Saint Qeorge, Public Works Consultation of 10¢h August 1858. 3

11. With reference to the last para. (numbere'd 5 in original) of this letter, I submit that

it is thc; duty of Magistrate (when called upon) to give his cpinion as to the conduct of Govern-
o .

;nent servants, when that conduct affects in any way the successful execution of duty by the Of-

ficer calling for the opinion.

And if required by the Officer of the Department concerned, the re_cord of the whole case
should, I am of opinion, be furnished. : N

My application for the copy of the record and for the Magistrate’s opinion has however met
with a refusal worded strongly and uncourtcously.

bR |
i i i } remarks, I have the honer to
12, Having now laid before you the clrcufnstar%ces .w1t 1 my 2
solicit for this case and the principle involved serious tonsideration.

Letter from Lieutenant J. G. RYVES, District Engineer of Tricllinw to J. BIRD, Esq.,
Collector of Trichinopoly, dated Trichinopoly, 31st March 1858, No. 1613.

SIr, .
With reference to your letter, dated 29th Instant, No. 48, I have the honor to }1lnfc.>rm you
that Sub-Overseer Ponoosawmy Pillay having left Vuppoor on the 4th Ins’fant and having pro(;
ded to the Arrealore Cusbah, the Tahsildar being not there, h.e followed. him to Tr}conux'n an
ifieckramum where having found the Tahsildar, the actual enquiry occupied only a few minutes

as stated in your letter. | |

No decision has yet been communicated by the Tahsildar to the Defendant Pon00§awm y

Ppill 2. but I observe in the last paragraph of your letter above referred to, that you have directed
illay,

ase to be struck off. '
e From the information I possess it appears to me, that Sub-Overseer Ponoosawmy Pillay
8. £ h case his accusers should in my opinion receive punishment.

was wrongfully accused, in whic ‘
4. It also appearstome that the Tahsildar’s duty was not to listen to an unsupported charge
h-cll' as far as I can understand the proceedings, could not stand against the simple statement of
which,
the defendant.

5 In short, I am justiﬁed in viewing the charge as trivial and vexatious trumped up against

5. ) ' ' ’ i
the Sub-Overseer Ponoosawmy Pillay by certain parties as yet anknown to me.

6. 1 have therefore the honor to request that you will furnish me with a copy of the whole
procee.dings in the case from the first Petition, or complaint to the Tahsildar till the case was -
aruck off by your orders. ‘

w. T also request that you will favor me with your opinion on the case as Magistrate of the

District. -

Letter from J. BIRD, Esq., Magistrate of Trichinopoly; to Lieutenant J. G. RYVES, District
Engineer of Trichinopoly, dated 3rd April 1858, No. 53.

SIR,

I do myself the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your le.tter No. 161.3, of date the 3_lst

Ultimo, to my address as Collector of this District, offering opinion on the disposal of a Police

ltur;:;: o as Magistrate in which Sub-Overseer Ponoosawmy Pillay and another are defendants.
case

2. As youare not a party to this case, either as defendant or otherwise, I must decline com-
pliance with your requisition to furpish you with copy of the record. .

3. 'If you have reason to question, or.to d'isapprove, any act, order

Vide C. 0. F. U.8th August o o 5c0edings of mine as Magistrate for this Zillah, your proper course

1995, No. 207 . is to state your objections by appeal before the Session Judge, 1 can
admit of no remonstrance being addressed to me,

4. It is not usual to ask the Magistrate fot their opinion on cases.

R
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AR
Tetter from YLieutenant J. G, RY\T@S, O

istrict Engineer,
FABER, Chief Engineer, dated Tricbinopoly,

Trichinopoly ; 14 Colonel C, E,
29th ﬂhy 1858, No. 1 86..

- Si,
With reference to your letter No. 8968, dated 14ty April 1858, T have the honior to forward
the original Tami] Yadast and itg translation received by Sub-Overseer I)onnoosawmy Pillay in
reply to a Memo. addressed by him to the Head of Police of Arealo ]

‘ : 1 I¢, applying for copy of the
roceedings and decision in the case of cutting trees in the village of Thootoor,

Letter from Lieutenant J. G. RYVES, District Engineer of Tﬁc]linopol

. . Y3 to Colonel C. F.
FABER, Chief Engincer, dated Trichinopoly, g¢h, J une 1858, N »

0. 251,
Sig,

e

With reference to your letter NC’-‘ 82_9, dated 4t} Instant, 11
copy of Mr. Bird's reply to my letter bringing to s notice that Po

ave the honor g forward &
' application, been refused a copy of the decision in the case in which

nnoosawmy  Pillay, had og
he was defendant,

—————
Letter from J. BIRD, Esq., Magistrate af Triching .
p()i s to L, 7 HIR]
Engineer T:ichinopo\y, dated Oth J une 1858 N 040]0:eutemnt "G Ry 5 Distret
Sir, ' . )

I have the honor to acknowledge the
bringing to my notice, under instructions fro
sawmy Plliay had been refused a copy of 5
charged with cutting trees.

Teceipt of your letter No, 242
m the Q

of the 7th Instant,
c o Vhief Engineer,
decision ;

that Sub-Overseer Ponnoo-
1 the case wherein he was a Defendant,

» Distriet |
Chief Engineer, dated Tranquebar,

Lieutenant Palmer, regarding an ar
the-Sub Collector of Tanjore.

2. Asasecond intance has also beep brought, to myvliotice o
arrested while in the prosecution of his duties in the Sy, Div
that it is better at once and without the delay of » refere
many instances of complaint proved fruitless) to lay the mat
and to beg you will kindly obtait some assurance from (3o,
not in future take place with impunity,

o fa Sub-
18100 by My,
ce to the Col
ter before you
€Inment that

Overseer having been
Cadell, I have decided
lector (which has in so
for your consideration,

I cannot suppose that Government would permit one branch of j¢g OWn service to be treated
as this Departmen_t is in the Sub Collectorate which is simply ag jf instead of beine 0 eose d i
have the same interests at heart and the servants of the same GOVel‘nment and ang:t:lrpi)neasmeo
for the public good we were invaders of an enemy’s country, subjected tq annoyance and 0 03;3
tion both personally and officially :—in this instance Jou will observe, o more effe Pposi-
conld be devised for checking the pr ff our Overseer
gaged in the superintendence of

ogress of works than carrying o
work in this discourteous and Unnecessary style |
Department in the eyes of the N
struggling to establish itself in

atives diminishing its local influence just at the time when it is
Position in the Sub Collectorate
vexing warfare which furnishes

ple. T should e glad to have gyp
energies of my assistance and mys

ctual means
s while en-

owering the
the confidence of the peo

clearly defined and that son
so much additional work
elf to get through our ord

te check should pe put on th;
in a District where it

inary duties creditably,

such Proceedings may

Tequires 4]) the’

[ e

[ 4
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1ot Dain 7 L]
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: B W iR, 4th
Mr. E..W. EDMONDS, Sub-Overscer; to Licatenant W. C. PALMER
"¢ ir. e - W :’8'
e fi‘(\giass Executive Engineer, dated Tranquebar, 19th May 185

SIR,
{

n Sunday the 9th Instant, a Summo.ns signed by Mi' C,aieil’
e = St:'lt? i ot appear before him on the following day, was delivere 1 o
e o e Foon. b nsisted o . ‘xiiaiinina as custodian over me till I went before the
;w o doms o mSlStee(iit(:) I(ifr‘iiatm fo: so doing as a marximool or custom, ai‘te:v Zvoz??}]‘i
oy oo demari(fi'Ed gafi,ril(llinrr he could not succeed in getti‘ng money hledwzr; ;1110 “3; on the
me for an hol;r:::](: iilzit iinthe eve:ing, he stopped my poney Sa?l?%}r};e ;,v;)}?en ZOt low e o
e i d to get other Peons to assis s
| e et o sy b wodld e i Howed me to pass, he however
S i o t to say he would be security, when h.e “ in terms of great dis-
i e tollon i y rning and urged my going with him at once in te t to secure
retumed o1 2 fonowmgb Ii“iiad ;iublic duties to attend to before leaving homet, }treonce secure
respect end insuth alt'hollignit: and humilitation I was already sub.)ec‘ted to, I.we;: a e to M.
myselt from furtler lm' g iles away where I had to remain till tilree in the a
nge“’s e Iat l\gi;;""::;n ;sza.t::llose prisiiner not being permitted dum]:gv; ;:Z' ;:erte}zleiz‘ tﬁyhflli
to which fe w?" N erson and some writers who came to spea o d Cunnapillay
communication L1 *‘_“Y ; . Cadell’s. orders and the writers Dannel Pillay an
Peons acting as they sa;}d “I,lglev"ey:n speaking to me in Mr. Caciell’s cOmpOl}llnd -?::spﬁfjegfi 111,’)‘;
can prove that they dt' e:l%o' saying I was at the time a prisoner and 1t at i > an;l el
the Deloyets from ilnbld ,speak to me and even Mr. Cadell’s Bl};t ex('] (:;;u Zeveral loudy
orders that no_one wau eaking to me. When I was ca]lfed before M r.1 a o ,c several papers
scolded Cunna 1121:&-:;{':& thatol was charged with ha.v.i(‘llg‘clststuaelzdyapitlvt(::i1 t?:i to certain Mecrus.
were renC o d that the man who carried the said Cu la e e Caqmams for
sidars and Curnums an ced to answer the charge, on my stating that. is . but
collecting ki{.atld tIhZ‘i\SI:::sc:iiiars in quesﬁon invitiril{f thIem to en:ilil Lr:;z:(.i c::;iiiz {'(Z: :f:ub]e '
addresse e o imates for their benefit and that never a y one to trouble
ing certaln seneion ras taken in writing and having signed the same, I was o
th: Meerassidars ; my ?tatiiiizn:i;:ie narrative of what took place 'for your cox}1s1d:;i:::sl\ r; :ﬁ:
zo away. In .submittilﬁajm your protection from being thus suli‘]ec:ed dto 51;1:1.: : ey pro-
you will Pex:mlt mebo it is not only a personal injury to my.self in the : 1scd ni:oreover y duties,
ceedings which I subm the works of which I may be placed in charge of, an reover the arrest
but also demniental tlci ve illegal. The humiliation to which I have been s1: J;(; od o I thi
on a Sun(ia}{blsrel :):t:l every l:(,lay if groundless complaints of thls. nat::: Zr:fo;)e e enestained,
instance lsnagorgiriai)es of this Department be flragged aufay ast I});i::none Jefore the local au-
and -tl}e u he mere instance of any designing person it mus AR
thorities on t e he confidence of the people we have to deai with an :es b posiion
that of weakening the < ound us. I beg therefore you will take such measu es yof mey
e e o e f t.he Dis:rict Encineer to prevent the repetition A
think proper to lay the same before gi

proceedings.

H g Y b q- Col
etie f B IO] ‘T B D ] OOD D $LY1C Lsngmee 0 . Dl » -

SR : . ny matter of com-
I f ,1 it would be a great want of due deforence to you ;ohi(:r:awtiiij i?ori’or to lay before
As ce : . intimatine the same to you,
i ineer without intimating : . ithout any refer-
olaint to the Chie:: tnilr;gzii']rest of one of my Subordinates on frivolous charges with y
2 t [s) .
~nce whatever to me.

. . 1
i : I have a right to be informe
it i ficial courtesy or that > be .
< hether it is merely an o . : ‘  to be Informed
oS 1‘“0(‘1‘{ wtes are taken away from their duties to appear beior_e a Mh;,ch }:is, bt in
N e r ideration w g
o i g uch occasions hitherto it has been a mark of considerat
ay experience on s . con & 4
m)i/e agcorded me however that is a mere secondary p
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This Department have been subjected of late to so much that } 18 disagreeable in the Sub
Division that in this instance I feel it will be unnecessary to make any demand o
have laid the matter before the Chief Engineer for the decision of Governme
that I believe to be absolutely necessary to ascertain in what position this D
in future in Sub Collectorate.

o

¢

1 your time and
nt, a proceeding : '

A : : A
epartment is to stand ;

.

Jr—

A second instance of arrest by the Sub-Collector of another Oversee
tion of his duties has just been brought before me and decided me in thi
but manifestations of the spirit which is abroad in the Sub

" the Sub-Collector himself.

s

) I \z - “a 7 {
| . f%@@w/ éw myw%r%‘@
. . , /77%\\ . _ m/ (3 'f e ZI/CJZM///’ 64“ %‘V / /f v
i - ﬂ“ ‘ 4. ‘ \ oo

ﬁ/wf;/ A/ |

t while in the prosecu-

1s opinion as there are

-Division evidently emanating from

TR R b MR

Letter from Major W, J. BIRDWOOD, Distric: tllgilleer, Tanjore ; to Colonel C, E. FABER,
Chief Engineer, dated Tranquebar, 11th J une 1858, No. 31.

‘ : “y N ) . ‘ ,.;l{i',“;‘.;” .
SIR, L ‘ i R S ' \%E ,
With reference to Extract Proceedings, dated 26th May last, No. 619, I have the honor to : 4 ' /¢x7’
forward the reply I have received from Mr., Phllhps . .

At /
| , , - J/O’u}— 0/// e, Q/Mj{;u/ I
2. I cannot understand what the Collector means by ¢ alleged arrest,” ag the Sub Over. é C L PR PS
‘ melesrire T gl -
seer in question, was taken in custody by the Sub-Collector’s Peon, and submitted quietly to . : rets
avoid the shame of having further assistance called for, to overpower his resistance,

|
o

: :‘]‘ : //?{é @ de/L ()/ ;;;\/ (/“’// M‘MM«ZW/ / = :
o | : A ‘ 7 b Mﬂﬂ’/vmép\/@@
Letter from Major W. J. BIRDWOOD, District Engineer, Tanjore; to H. D, PHILLIPS, / // / % @, ,M/ iz /l,,m.(,/ & fen s (- @‘7/" ‘
- Esq., Collector of Tanjore, dated Seetoobana, 3rd June 1858, No. 68, : /zu- P2 % /5 }'/’ & / ‘ : ’%/
Sir A //ugﬁ /w/}“'% % Eﬁ&MM / (Z‘/\I/u(/r 07’1’%) /O*M / L 2 i
’ ) ’ ¢ pn < . . g e - o L
With reference to my letter of the 19th May last, No, 56, regarding the arrest of Sub-Over- " /‘{u/ /gg / // % (/ ) () " vy
seer Edmonds by the Sub-Collector, I have the honor to request, you will be good enough to ; ) v/‘ 322/”“‘ @ e Qjey//‘ @) /,114/ ()/;/(,(~ 2.0 sz/ww
favor me with your views on the subject, for transmission to the Chief Engineer. ‘7& T e elan > ‘ ,
—_— e.//A& /fi /g‘f"
Letter from H. D. PHILLIPS, Esq., Collector of Tanjore ; to Major W, J. BIRDWOOD, ‘ ”ﬂ‘”""

District Lnameer of Tanjore, dated Point Calimere, 9th June 1858, No. 326.

| “9;« o
' Z»\ s / ‘
i /v 5% ‘%' 7(% - ()’/ (’ auu/o*f‘ € /0’7’ -f:,f,:,-vg “(' V‘(Z/ \»fm //
e k{,,,w 7‘1:‘1 cza / - ()/ / Mw )/ K@ N ]
e///’i/ﬁ <& .ﬁfﬂ" (/ ,o;v(t’ mv,ycy_o ?/‘L/ 14/)«- f b

PO

SIR,

Adverting to your letter of date the 3rd Instant, No, 58, and 19¢h Ultimo, No. 56, as also /0 s s he S
22nd Mag 1858, No. 219, to my communication to you of the marginal date, respecting the alleced

* :
T e cof/m @, ?/&yw
/ : ~ - arrest of Sub-Overseer Mr. Edmonds, ° ® ‘ ! ‘e /1 2, 207 oh ﬁlm (ﬁ? / // P / gM/Z / / | ot
I would beg permission to observe that a direc i ﬂ

B el AR e e

;27) ‘/“744
t communication from the Chief Engineer to
myself, seems to be the proper official course, in th

L / 5, el
e event of an expression of my views being f : - : T e /" 7/"" W;/ ff ad],yfdrf/ //6&"! t{(\)/ P m{xb @’?A’x L4 9///&6’7 - ,»v(/‘- a{ .
reqmred regardmfr a subject under consideration by the head of the Public Works Departmenc. “ : r B /QM- » / - ’ / - %
. o A : ‘ P& /’f{yg /gz,j/Jf@(ﬁﬁjf-Qq /24/\; (/’7‘“’(7(//7' . ‘Zj' ] /;'/y‘): 1/ < f
Nc?. 26. ORDER THEREON, No. 1539 ; dated 5th August 1858, ‘ - ; © Hne .}/ f/“ e ‘
Belore recording an opinion on the cases referreq to, |

the Right 1T
Council resolves to forward a copy of Major Lawford’s Je ; Prorable the Governor in

» / /;"’ :4
; J// ¢ 4///%&/"(%:,@(/ / v ;2‘37%/ et ’”"""/ /7”% = /
tter and of itg enclosures, to the MagIS- ' = ;
trate of Trichinopoly and the J omt Magistrate of Tanjore <
s M\‘“

h o ;_L / ey 4
with a re uest mit :
any explanation the q that they will submi

' u/ "“’o’ Ay /;;mn/ . /7%«{1"///6%44/(26’/ (?’a?/;mvﬁj . 7]
on the allepat; : ; e,// X¢ i v
Bird and Cadell will at the same t1m f d f th "getions made therein. Messrs, o / ™
€ lorward a copy of the chare ot i g
Overseers, and of the orders passed thereon. ’ Bes preferred against the Sub

(Sigued) T, PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

@/;; Z/C‘Z v Jz/%a, / - /t»t{ ( M Qa,«cm 7/ Q)" /zc @«Aw«f mi»:; i

| X ) &L@cﬂwac?& d’/ @%*/ “w/a/m» .:JZ, *
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