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. . : . ; .
R U ST . .- : o . Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 11th August 1857.
- B - o RS - Tl - SR - : B No.27.  Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Chief Engineer, dated 11th
e / © e . S . RN .- . : July 1857, Nos 1947,

Lt D ' . :, T . Read the following letter from E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Collector ; to Colonel C. E. FABER,
- B o - ] o . Chief Engineer, dated Ootacamund, 25th June 1857, No. 314. .

) : . T ' ST C R ‘ SIR,

- - Lo - R o : . . 1. Inreply to Extract from your Proceedings, dated 27th Ultimo, No. 671, I am not aware
S ) - ) - I, ) ’ . that any of the Rules alluded to in paras. 3 and 4 of the above Proceedings, have been overlooked,
- ) . o o R P N L so far as T am concerned. On what grounds the Superintending Engineer Southern Circle reports
C - T i . ) - ‘ ) - ¢ ¢hat the Collector of Coimbatore seldom consults the District Epgincer on the outlay of the
R R LT e R, . . :' o o ¢ Discretionary Fund,” I am not aware, I can ouly say that I have never yet, that I can remem-
PRI ) : S : - L - - ber, exccuted one work from the Discretionary or any other Funds of which the District Engi-

, - . . . . . : | . neer was not fully cognizant, approving and had also scen thein.

S . : L ' ‘ o T A 5000 Rupees. 2, The District Engincer himsclf requested my taking charge of

i . . s o - - ! B February 1,900. . . .
T T - - . the Discretionary A.and Local B. funds &c. (a small portion of the
: : : ’ annual grant of Rupees 48,000 for the District) knowing the interest I had always taken in the

) R S L T ) . - . matter, and having more work on his hands than his executive Subordinates can possibly lcok
o e : ‘ AR - g ) Coe after.
AR - T e /‘i‘_ ' ‘_ L L o o . - 3. I had supposed all Collectors were to be the Executive Officers of the * Discrelionary
e i S S C S - ) i . o Tunds” said to be placed at their disposal in Coimbatore only 5000 Rupees annual, out of Ru-
T D S S e ' ‘ pees 48,000 until lately the whole executive depended on them ; and until the last two years
s . ’ ' R T S T " - L most of the roads, either made or repaired in this District, were done by the Collector, the Dis-
- o . B A S . o . trict Engincer was often away in Malabar, and had abundance of other work. There are more
- ‘ N T e T T o ) o ; roads to be made and repairad than the District Engineer, with his small Exccutive staff, cai
X 7 . P R N L. R . B ) - possibly attend to the Collector, his Assistants, and Tahsildars, are both able and willing to
STl ’ I - : ‘ T L I - ’ assist, but if after expending and Superintending all that has Leen spent on roads in thjs Pre-
- SO T : Do : o ) » . ’ vince for many years past, I cannot be entrusted to execute 5 or 7,000 Rupees, I would beg to
Co . LT - - . o, BT ’ A o ‘ ( decline a nominal, without any real Discretionary power; especially as the District Engineer
o T T T e A CeT S et . T - can, as I said above, attend really but to few roads himself nearly all the rest being entrusted
e c L R Lo T R - ' . ’ . R either to young Officers perfectly new to their work, or Subordinates, Corporals or Serjeants,
o LT - T s . : C who however respectable have usually no previous experience in road making. I have no wish

- co- - R - . o o - . et - i - C . B . to c'h;\nge any system ordered by Government, but I think a Collector may &ﬂfd)'s and should be

L LA TET e - e R T - " entrusted, to expend the small portion entitled Lis ¢ Discretionary Fund,” or be altogether re-
el L LT e « o 2 S S .. oo : ‘ lieved of a nominal discretion which he is not allowed to exercise. I had last year the so called
’ N o ’ ’ e o Discreticnary Fund 5,000, and the Local Funds about 3,800, to expend and have done so, as the

- L NI * vl e T o ST oL N o ) District Engineer will himsclf testify, usefully, this year the District Engineer has taken the
et T Toe Lo R U s : - : Local Ferry Funds and also directs me to expend various sums out of the 5,000 on bridges &ec.
S o TLLTT e T T e T e T e o so that even that amount is not really at my discretion.
. . e R ~ - - o ‘ .
T L T Lt T T L - - ) ’ R R Extract from a letter of Major E. LAWIFORD, Suéerilltending Engineer, Southern Circle
R T T ‘- LT P L . oa Circuit, to the Chief Engineer, in the D. P. W., No. 119, dated 21th April 1837,
o R P T T - T - o . % » *
e T Lo o T - i Ty - B R The systems of District road expenditure are so varicus and the results as far as I Liave seen,
T R R ST Lo Lt s T - .o .ot so unsatisfactory that must be permitted to express a hope that uniformity will sooner or later be
o - T - e - R ‘ - - oot o . i - c. . ! established. In Coimbatore the Collector is still the Executive Oflicer of the Discretionary
d - T U T I o , Fund and seldom Consults the Engineer on the outlay, while in South Arcot the mouey 1s en-
L N e B _ R Lo e ‘ T ’ tircly in the hands of the District Engineer.

S e e e T Camp Tirtalla Malabar Dis-Y . (Signed) E.LAWFORD,
S - ; R S , . o R ) trict, 24th April 1837. ] Supg.- Engr. Southern Circle in Circuit.
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" Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultatz'on

, of 1124 Aurrust 1857.
- Resolved that a copy of the foregoing letter

No. 311, dated 251, June 1857, from the Col.
lector of Coimbatore, explainin Supe rmtcndmfr Engineer Southern
Cucle respecting the non communication wit, the District Engineer of Coim
the ouJay of the District Road Fungs,

together with an Extract
No. 119, dated 24, April 1857, referred to by Mr., Thomas, pe ¢
of Government,

batore rogar(‘mg
f'rom AI ajer Lawfur(l's letter

(Signed) ¢, L, FABER, Colorel,
C/:ief Engineer.
‘\

No. 283. OrpEer THEREON, No, 1528 ; dated 5}

With the above Proceedings, the ChlefEnnmee ation of Government
copy of a letter from’ the Collectopr of Coiml , ad\cmn'r to a remark
made by the Supeuntﬂndmn- Eng in his lettor of 2{th April 1857, that 0

“ Coimbatore the Collector Is stil] the D5 i i ’ the Dmcretmmn Fund
* consults the Engineer o
“ of the District Lnrrmee
made, that he hag neverg et e
the District Engineer .
time adds that certaip
Engineer and his estabhshnwnt h
Under these circumsta
previously approved by the Enwmeer,
thz Col lector were in any wy

1 Aun'ust 1857,

r submitg for the inform;
atore, in whij, b My, Thomay

, and :.vldom
ey is entirely in the hands
> on which the remark was
i cretionary any other funds of which
PProve. ITaut e same
ence, beeayge the District
¥ could Possibly attend to.
ctor are stated to hyve been
nt that the I’rocecdinw of
ssed on the 11y
to ramark that My,
:m ford Previous to its

April 1836, for the management of t}
Thomas’ letter should hayve

been referred for the obser
Submission t Government

(Signed) 1y, FORBEs,

Aeting Secretary to Government.
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