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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultatigzz,’ o[ Ath August 1857.

———

No. 88. Read the following Extract from the Minutes of Consultation in the Public De-
partment, dated 17th June 1857, No. 799.

Read the Annual Report of the Directors of the Monegar Choultry.
(Here enter 31st March 1857.)

The Directors submit their Report for the year 1856.

The total expenditure in the past year has been Rupees 17,283-10-7, which is less by 150~
8-10 than that of the previous year, but then the Surgeon’s salary (525 Rupees a quarter) for the
last thres quarters of the year was paid by Government for the Directors, who consequently
owe the amount to the former.

The increased demand upon the finances is explained (a) by the increase (11,710 souls) in
the number of paupers maintained (5) by the high range in the price of grain, which in 1856 was
nearly 24 Rupees a garce in excess of 1833, and (c) by the fact that the inmates of the ¢ Idiots"
Ward’ have had added to their dietary, at the suggestion of the late Surgeon, Dr. Porteous, and
with marked benefit to, their health, a large allowance of meat.

The wealthy Natives of the Presidency, for whose fellow countrymen the Institution exists,
are still very backward in affording support. Of the sum contributed (Rupees 4,005) Rupees
510 only is the amount of Native subscribtion.

The Directors make four propositions—
I. ‘That the Institution bz cntirely relieved from payment of the Surgeon’s salary.

In regard to this, they observe, that on the amalgamation in the year 1809 of the Nalive
Iafirmary with the Monegar Choultry, the Government, in consideration perliaps of the decreas-
ed charge to the Stats in consequence of the discontinuance of the yearly allowance of Rupees
4,319 assigned to the first named institution, guaranteed an interest on the joint capital of 8 per
cent. Butin 1812, this promise was brokea; the rate was reduced to G per cent, and an annual
loss entailed to the charity of Rupees 1,092-11-6 per annum. Some extra assistance, however,
was occasionally granted out of the Lottery Funds, until 1812, when no further aid was given
from that sourée, and the Directors have been compelled, from time to time, to draw on the ca-
pital, the amount abstracted from which is no less than Rupees 8,058-15-4.

The Surgeon, moreover, has charge of two Government Institution, the Black Town Dis-
pensary and the Leper Hospital, and performs the duties of the Choultry without any further
remuneration. 1t may indeed be said that he has a third Office, apart from the charity. The In-
firmary attached to the Choultry was originally designed to be for the benefit of the inmates of

. the Choultry alone, but in fact it has become the hospital for the whole population of Black

; Town. In every accident, every disease in that quarter of the city, the patient, if European

_ treatment is desired at all, is brought by his friends to the crowded Wards of the Choultry. The
charity pays for the work the Government themselves provide for, in other parts of the town.

C IL. ¢ That confirmed Lunatics be removed to the Lunatic Asylum.” The Idiots’ Ward
is in so crowded a condition that, on the warning of the Surgeon, Dr, Mudge, the Dircctors have
given instructions that no more admissions be allowed. It was never intended, they observe,
that the Wards should afford a permanent location to beings of this unfortunate class, but merely
that provision should be made in them for the timely and temporary custody of Lunatics found
at large, or otherwise likely to be dangerous to the public,

III. ¢ That the premises be placed on thelist of public buildings for repair.” The charges
on this account average Rupees 800 a year, and are a very serious drain on the resources at the
disposal of the Directors. .

IV. * That the erection of the proposed Foundling Hospital be at once proceeded with.”
All Foundlings at present, it would appear, are brought by the Police to the Choultry, and are
there maintained.

Resolution.—1. Of the foregoing four proposals, the Government resolve to refer the first,
having refercnce to the Surgeon's salary, to the favorable consideration of the Government of
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Read the Annual Report of the Directors of the Monegar Choultry. .
(Here enter 31st March 1857.)

The Directors submit their Report for the year 1856.

The total eipenditure in the past year has been Rupees 17,283-10.7, which is less by 150-
8-10 than that of the previous year, but then the Surgeon’s salary (525 Rupees a quarter) for the
last three quarters of the year was paid by Governtent for the Directors, who consequently
owe the amount to the former.

The increased demand upon the finances is explained (a) by the increase (11,710 souls) in
the number of paupers maintained () by the high range in the price of grain, whichin 1856 was
nearly 24 Rupees a garce in excess of 1853, and (c) by the fact that the inmates of the
¢ Idiots’ Ward' have had added to their dietary, at the suggestion of the late Surgeon, Dr. Por-

. teous, and with marked benefit to their health, a large allowance of meat.

The wealthy Natives of the Presidency, for whose fellow countrymen the Institution exists,
are still very backward in affording support. Of the sum contributed (Rupeces 4,003) Rupees
510 only is the amount of Native subscription.

The Directors make four propositions—
1" That the Institution be entirely relieved from payment of the Surgeon’s salary.

In regard to this, they observe, that on the amalgamation in the year 1809 of the Native
Infirmary with the Monegar Choultry, the Government, in consideration perhaps of the decreas-
ed charge to the State in consequence of the discontinuance of the yearly allowance of Rupees
4,340 assigned to the first named institution, guaranteed an interest on the joint capital of 8 per
cent. Dut in 1812, this promise was brokcn ; the rate was reduced to 6 per cent, and an annual.
loss entailed to the charity of Rupees 1,002-14-6 per annum. Some extra assistance, however,
was occasionally granted out of the Lottery Funds, until 1842, when no further aid was given
from that source, and the Directors have been compelled, from time to time, to draw on the ca-
pital, the amount abstracted from which is no less thanRupees 8,058-15-4.

The Surgeon, moreover, has charge of two Government Institutions, the Black Town Dis-
pensary and the Leper Hospital, and performs the duties of the Choultry without any further
remuneration. It may indeed be said that he has a third Office, apart from the charity. The In-
firmary attached to the Choultry was originally designed to be for the benefit of the inmates of
the Choultry alone, but in fact it has_ become the hospital for the whole population of Black
Town. Inevery accident, every disease in that quarter of the city, the patient, if European
treatment is desired at all, is brought by his friends to the crowded wards of the Choultry. The
charity pays for the work the Government themselves provide for, in other parts of the town.

II. ¢ That confirmed Lunatics be removed to the Lunatic Asylum.” The Idiots’ Ward
is in so crowded a condition that, on the warning of the Surgeon, Dr. Mudge, the Directors have
given instructions that no more admissions be allowed. It was never intended, they. observe,
that the Wards should afford a permanent location to beings of this unfortunate class, but merely
that provision should be made in them for the timely and temporary custody of Lunatics found
at large, or otherwise likely to be dangerous to the public. ‘

IIL. *That the premises be placed on the list of public buildings for repair.” The charges
con this account average Rupees 800 a year, and are a very serious drain on the resources at the
disposal of the Directors. '

IV. ¢ That the erection of the proposed Foundling Hospital be at once proceedéd with,”
All Foundlings at present, it would sppear, are brought by the Police to the Choultry, and are
there maintained. :
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Acting Chief Secretary,

To the Director .of the Monegar Chbultrj;'
. Military Department, ‘
.1 Public Works Department.
.. s Mediea] Board, o o T
Pary, 2 to the Sixperintendent of Government Gazette Pregs,
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