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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 20th July 1858.

——-

e

No. 20. Read the following letter from Major E. LAWFORD, Superintending Engineer in

charge of the Central Office of Public Works ; to W. H. BAYLEY, Esq., Acting Se-
cretary to Government, dated 21st June 1858, No. 1316.

SIRr,

In acknowledging receipt of the Extract Minutes of Consultation of the 16th June No. 1146,
requesting that the Chief Engineer will consider whether any means
exist for bringing Deputy Commissary Patrick Ryan and Conductor
Henry Kennedy on the strength of the Public Works Establishment, I beg to remind Govern-
ment of Colonel Faber’s former reference regarding these very individuals. Letter No. 1684 of
the Ist July 1857, and the order of Government passed thereon under date the 28th July 1857,
Extract Minutes of Consultation No, 14532, and I beg to add, that those Warrant Officers cannot
be absorbed in the strength of the Public Works Establishment without taking up a position
very inferior to their claims and qualifications, and such as would in fact involve their degrad-
ation. Nor if so absorbed could they be spared for service with the Sappers without still further
impairing the efliciency of the Department of Public Works,

Recommendation roll,

2. In obedience to the orders given in para. 10 of the Extract Minutes of Consultation of
the 16th June No. 1146, I have now the honor to forward the Certificate required by para. 10 of
Extract Minutes of Consultation No. 547 of the 20th March 1858, and in compliance with the
demand for further information as to the length of service in the Department of Serjeants Bate-
man and Clinton, I do myself the honor to add that though Serjeant Clinton was only nomi-
nated to the Department of Public Works so late as the 27th January 1857, yet, that for 30
years he has been employed as Engincer Serjeant under the orders of the Chief Engineer in Fort
Saint George, and morcover that for 2 years he acted as Serjeant Mujor of Engincers. He has
always borne an irreproachable character for sobriety and respectability, and Captain Rawlins
under whom he has been employed since the re-organization of the Department bears testimony
to his being ¢ intelligent, and willing, steady and trustworthy,” and “a well conducted man.”

3. Serjeant Bateman was transferred to the eflective Supernumeraries, and appointed road
Serjeant at Trichinopoly on the 31st July 1847,

" Assistant Overseer in the Public Works Department 14th Tebruary 1833 ; and Overseer
27th January 1857, throughout such service he has borne the character of an active, zealous and
most useful Public servant, and the District Engincer of South Arcot, has lately given testimony
to his professional qualifications in the following terms : — ’

¢ Can survey and level, draw plans and estimates for and measures all the usual road and
« jrrigation works, can manage large working parties, Has a good knowledge of accounts and
« is punctual in rendering them, has a moderate colloquial knowledge of Témil, has good health
« and is able to bear, and in the habit of undergoing much fatigue and exposure.” i}

4. Tamalso able to be;,n: personal testi;nomgy to the respectability and general good con-
duct of Serjeant Bateman, during a period of two years under my own orders, and I knew him
well for some time previously as road Serjeant at Trichinopoly, so that I can safely say that I
consider Serjeant Bateman fully deserving of promotion.

5. Considering that in addition to the foregoing, Secrjeants Clinton and Bateman's claims
on account of length of approved Military Service far excced those of any other of the Military
Classes employed in the Department, I think it will be conceded that none others can possess

better claims to promotion.

6. Government have been pleased to remark on the fact of two of the persons promoted#

. by G. O. of 1837, No. 149 having been remanded for misconduct, and
;lﬁ)""c‘i‘:lf;g&?rof}ergﬂ:e to express a hope that Certificates of good cm?duct and general character,
such as would lead to the hope that promotion in the service will be

respected, should accompany future recommendations,
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7. However much to be regretted, and however little could be advanced in palliation of
the wisconduct of these two individuals, compelling the Chief E

ngineer to ask their remand, vet
I would respectfully beg the attention of Gove

rament to the fullowing, being Extract from con-
fidential reports and from recommendation Rolls received from the Head Quarters of the Sap-

pers, upon which the Chief Engineer was induced to recommend Serjeants Robertson and Olive
for promotion to the warrant grade, '

8. In the confidential report for 183

3, received from Vizagapatam, Captain Birdwood thus
described Serjeant Robertson's (then

Assistant Supervisor) character and qualifications.

“ Very diligent and zealous, is
“ siderable practise in masonry w
“ tigue and exposure.”

acquainted with levelling

and surveying and has had con-
otks and large bridges,

health good, and is able to endare fa-

9. Againin the Confidential report for 1836, from the

same District, Licutenant Moberly
thus described the Asssistant Su

pervisor,

““ Is a hard working and very uscful Superintend

* derable value from his general knowledge of materials, their prices, and mode of preparation,
“ Is a careful honest man, and a good manager of Coolies™ whilst in the recommendation Roll
received from the Iead Quarters of Sappers and Miners, Assistant Supervisor Robertson's
character was stated to be * unexceptionable” and he wasg recommended for advancement to the

warrant grade, ““on account of the high character borne by him for activity, intelligence and
general efficiency.” )

ant.  Is a poorly educated man but of consi-

10.  In his Confidential report of 1836, the Distric
jeant Olive the following number of maiks,
under each of the 5 heads,

t Engincer of Chingleput awarded Ser-
the maximup Laving been fixed at 500 or 100

General diligence and zeal., .,

Professional knowledge, ... ... . S e e e e EY
Scientific attainments .., .. e e 50

Knowledge of Local Language... .
Health and powers of endurance. .

‘e s ven

Total......... 830

S——
Serjeant Olive's character was certified to be
promotion to warrant rank, “ on account of his

ery satisfaction") professional attainments and

and from the Ilead Quarters Sappers and Miners,
“ unexceptionable” and le was recoinmended for
“ past services in the D. P, W, (which gave ey
general character,

- e, S——

Recommendation Roll of two Serjeants employed as OQverseers in the D. I, I¥", recommended for

promotion to the grade of Sub Conductor,

st
——

' ' —
Present arpoint- .
ment in the p, To what prate
‘ W. D, recominended, !
!

Effective.. ;| 9th Augt 1839 1st Muy lB«iL’.EW‘ F. Bateman'

i

i . Date of promo-
Date of culist- | X
Corps, ment. tion to the rank

Runk and  name.
of Serjeant,

Remarks.

|

. !
Supernume- ) . 1 Serjeant...... .. Overseer .........Sub Condudut.!'l'o camplete the csta-
rarivs.....  [14th March 1826 22qd May 1827.T Clinton  Ser- Sub Overseer; blish ment.
‘ __.j‘_"{"'f;;_'_-:;" . _lc-_l_g;us.. l I, = Do,
L]
Central Office, P. W, (Signed) E. LAWFORD, Major,

Fort Saint George,
18th July 1858.

Supg. Engr, in charge of the Cen!ral‘('ircle.
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No. 21. Orper THEREON, No. 1368; dated 15th July 1858,

e

Para. 1. In this letter, the Officer in charge of the Central Office replies to the enquiries of -
Government in Extract Minutes of Consultation 16th June 1858, No. 1146 ; first, as to whether
any means exist for bringing Conductor Ryan and Serjeant I, Kennedy on the 'strength of the
Public Works establishment ; and secondly, with reference to the recommendatlox} .for the pro-
motion of Serjeants Bateman and Clinton, w]'xether thel{e are any 'other of the Mlhtary' classes
who with greater length of Departinental service, can claim promotion under the rules notified on
the 26th March 1858.

2. Major Lawford refers to Colonel Faber’s letter of the 1st J uly 1857, and to the order
passed on it by Government on the 28th of the same month, and zfdds that Conduc-tor Ryan .and
Serjeant Kennedy cannot be absorbed in the strength of the P.ubh(.: Works estabhshment., with-
out taking up a position very inferior to their claims and quahﬁcatlol.ls, and such as w:ould involve
their degradation. The order to which Major Lawford allu?es was issued under cucums.tances
which no longer continue to prevail, and in passing it the Government treated th.e question as
one of a purely Military nature. Since then i't has been declared, that the p'romotlon sanctioned
in General Order No. 149 of 1857, under which Conductor Ryan and Se‘r.)eant Kennedy hold
their warrants, appertain entirely to the Public Works Department, ard in the .same order of
Government, it was directed that although these men do not belong to the Public Works De-
partment, and could not properly be borne on it.s strength, yet.that as they have been proxn?ted,
allowances must be made for them in the entire number assigned to the Department, until by
some arrangement they could be brought on that establshment.

o

8. Inissuing these instructions, the Government had in view the broad fact that these pro-
motions were intended for the benefit of deserving Non-Commissioned Officers employed in the
Public Works Department, and they felt that it would not be fajr to the incumbents of t].aat De-
partment, to allow two of the number of promotionfx allotted to i.t to be enjoyed by p?u'tl‘es who,
had no claim on the Department.  The grounds essigned by Major Lawf"ord for n.ot bringing on
the establishment Deputy Commiss.ary l?yan and Con('lucto.r Kennedy, viz., that it .would plac'e
them ¢ in a position inferior to their claims and qualifications and would in fact involve their

o sary Raton, - degradation,” do not appear tenable. The Government observe, that
D‘g’l:‘;g'rﬁf(;?_mlswy ’ persons of similar warrant grades hold employment in the Department
Conductor Hill, Overseer. Public Works as Supervisor and Overseer, and they do not see there-
fore where the degradation would be ; at all events tho.se l.mlding warrants from the Public Works
Department, should not hesitate to hold employwent in it on the ground

of degradation ; they
must either serve in it to entitle themselves to the 'romotion,

or be prepared to give up their”
warrants.

4. As regards the second point on which i.nformaFion was desired, the Gover.nment observ,
that Major Lawlord though bearing very flattering -testnnony to the merits of Serjeants Bateman

and Clinton, does not specifically answer their enquiry, “ whether there

are any other of the Military classes who with greater length of Depart-
al service can claim promotion under the Rules of the 26th March 1858.” The Govern-
menta SC, er, take it for granted, that no claims on the part of older Subordinates better than
ment howbe:}e' ],f of the above individuals can be advanced, and they resolve therefore to promote
thos:e o \\,L’ l‘iI‘ Bateman and Serjeant P. Clinton to the rank of Sub-Conductor. This resolu-
S.er"em-lt b . ;nn'unicated to the Military Depariment in view to the promotions being notified
‘tlon g:alrllereeilc(o)rde‘r, as well as to the necessary warrants being issued from that Department,
ina

(Para. 5.)

5. Major Lawford’s observations as to the good Certificates at one time given to Serjeants
b o.t ;on and Olive, who werc subsequently remanded at the request of the Chief Engineer, does
o ef lze it at all less clear that future recommendations should be accompanied by Certificates
nf(ft “:)tl conduct, as desired by Government in Extract Minutes Consultation 16th June 1853,
OF go »
No. 1146.%

(Signed) T.PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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