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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 14th July 1857,
RASSSRSSECSASESEEEEEE SRR SRS S e
. No. 27. . Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to H;
! . FORBES, Equ., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 27th June 1857, No. 1594.

SIR,
I have the honor to forward copies of letters received from the
* ﬁg‘.’. 139, dated 30th May Officiating Garrison* Engineer and from the 'Mechanical Engineer in
charge of the Steam Pile Driving Machine, affording the information
called for by Government in Extract of Minutes Consultation No. 785, dated 25th April 1857,

2. The Machine was sent out on the recommendation of the Committee appointed to report o |
upon the repairs necessary for Fort Saint George for the purpose of Driving Piles upon which |
the foundations were to be rebuilt.

g |

; 3. The repairs to the Fort have not yet received sanction, and the only work upon which
the Machine has hitherto been employed is Driving Piles into the beach opposite the flag staff -
redan, on the sea face of the Fort for a sluice to fill the ditch with fresh sea water, and it seemg
to have done the work economically and well, compared with the cost of the ordinary way, the
Piles having been driven by it to a depth of 17 feet, at a cost of 14} Rupees each, and that under . ,
circumstances of difficulty which greatly enhanced the cost, indeed under circumstances and in a i
situation in which without the aid of Steam they could not have been got down at all. :

ot

4. The Piles to the Cooum bar for the construction of a bridge cost by the usual method
30 Rupees each (the depth being the same viz. 17 feet) or at rather more than double the cost

of Driving them home by steam. -
5. The Machine has been packed up, and is lying in a shed close to the sea, it should be ;‘
“removed to the Garrison Engineer’s yard as soon as he can conveniently receive it there, until it is “
required for the work for which it was originally intended, or until some other work of the same
description requires its services, , ’ .
6. A second similar apparatus is in the Arsenal exactly as received from England. i

7. Captain Rawlins might use the steam Pile driver to drive Piles for the security of the
heads of tow drains which were destroyed at the same time that the road was earried away near
the P. and O. office, and I recommend that permisson be given to adopt this precaution, which
together with the groin now under construction, will, I trust, effectually prevent a recurrence '
of injury to that communication.

. - No. 28. ORrDER THEREON, No. 1321; dated 9th July 1857.

From the information contaiqed in the papers now laid ‘before Government by the Cheif
Engineer, they are satisfied of the usefulness of the Steam Pile Driving Machine. It should be
removed to the Garrison Engineer's yard as soon as possible and carefully protected from injury.

! ‘ 2. The Machine can be employed from time to time on any work in which it may be use- ;- r
‘ ful with the approval of the Chief Engineer, and the permission of Government on each specific .
. occasion is not necessary. ' ' | il
(Signed) H. FORBES,

! - Acting Secretary to Government,
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