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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 14th July 1857.
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No. 21. Read the following letter from F. LUSHINGTON, Esq., Civil Auditor; to J. ‘D.
DOURDILLON, Esq., Sccretary to Government, dated 17th January 1857, No. 2421.

Sir,

In pursaance of the order of Government of the 14th Tnstant No. 91 in the P. W. D. call-
ing npon me for a report regarding a requisition made by me to District Lngineers generally,
that instead of the submission for Audit of only one abstract containing the salaries and allow-

" ance, of the Officers of the D. P. W. under the signature of the District Engineer each Officer
should now submit his own abstract separately under his signature after being counter signed by
the District Engineer, and also to veport regarding the long interval which Lieutenant Mullins
states elapses between the despatch of the monthly abstracts from his office and their return. I
have the honor to state that the requirement for separate abstracts was made solely with the
view of enabling the Officers of the D. P. W. to receive their salaries within the earliest date
practicable under the system of audit now in force. If the tonvenience of my establishment was
sought, this change would not have been introduced, as the audit of separate abstracts inereases
their labor. But as it was frequently found under the former practice of requiring one abstract,
that the audit of the entire allowances entered therein was delayed, in consequence of insufficient
information being afforded respecting the claims of one Officer and hence that the period at
which the payment would be made was protracted, the change complained against was directed
as likely to obviate the delay in the receipt of the salaries which under the previous practice was

unavoidable.
2. T cannot mysclf perceive, why arrangements might not be made, to ensure the timely

~a

receipt, by the District Engineer, of the Abstracts of his subordinate Officers, but as it is alleged
that, the change in question will cause delay, which my requisition was expressly designed to

prevent, I beg to suggest that, the Circular referred to, be at once cancelled.

3. With respect to the complaint preferred by Lieutcnant Mullins regarding the lateness
of receipt of the Audited abstracts, I beg to refer Government to the enclosed Audited bills of
that Officer, in which the date of receipt is roarked in the corner of the Bill, and the date of
Audit on the back thereof. It will be obscrved that in all but two instances the Abstracts were
passed on the day following their receipt, and in one of those instances the intervening day was

_ Sunday. The Audited Bills* of Lieutenant

* I}I)";c‘; ]18855%’1{2%‘}‘ %ttll‘lg?&‘;"‘“gi;fd%?h‘id“m (Sundag 7th) - \yllins for November and December have not

yet been received back from the Collector,

but the Government will observe from the marginal ¢ Memo” that no delay occurred in their
Audit. . '

4, Referring to the. remarks of the Chief Engineer on the present system of Civil Audit.
I beg to acquaint the Government that I have done all in my power to alleviate the hardship
alleged to have been inflicted upon the Officers of the D. P. W., by the pre-audit of their sala-
ries, and in furtherance of this object, on being informed by the Chief Engineer that under the
present system of the Audit of the Tentage of those Officers in the first instance in his office
great delay would occur in their receipt of that allowance if subjected to Audit in my Office be-
fore payment. I specially exempted the tentage from the rule of pre-audit. And considering
that this allowance in the case of the Subordinate Officers of that Department forms nearly a
moiety of their whole Civil pay. I think: that no great amount of hardship is inflicted upon
them by their being required to await the receipt of the Audited abstract before drawing the
remainder of their salary. Of the necessity of exempting the Teutage of the Department from
pre-audit, the Goverment will be satisfied on, referring to the accompanying Memo, exhibiting

the great delay which occurs in the Office of the Chief Lingineer, in passing tentage Statements,
a delay which, I must be permitted to remark, subjects the Collector to much inconvenience,
when adjusting the payments made to that Department in their accounts.

5. " The plan suggested by Government, viz., that T should return the Audited Bill to the
Collector in vieiw to the necessary order being at once issued for its payment at the Talook
specified in the Abstract at which the Officer would wish it to be cashed, appears {feasible so far
as the Audit Office is concerned. = Dut on this poiat T have already addressed the Government

" fu a letter dated the 16th, No.*2403 which was despatched ere the order of Government under
reference reached me, to which I would solicit the attention of Govermment,
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. 6. The or

iginal enclosure which accompamed your lcttcr under acknowled,
with returned,

gment is here-
————

OR.DER THEREON, No, 1318; dated Oth July 1

Ordered that the above letter be recorde 'd, the subject having heen r!xspoccd of i
Minutes Consultation in the Financial Depaitn

AD. E Xiract
1ent ddted 6th Junc 1857, No. “()

(Signed) II. FORBES,
' Acling ‘S’ecre.’ury to

Government,
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EXTRACT from the PROCEEDINGS of the CHIEF

ENGINEER in the Department of Publie Works
Under date the 29 th July 1856

"Resalved that the Civil Auditor be informed that
with referenee to para 4, of Extrast Minutes of Consultztion
No 305, dated 27 th June 1356, the subject of final Audi
to Tentage Stztements by him being in ebeyance till Rules
aradrawn up for thut parpose, tha old § ystem’'must be follow-
ed that is, that the Statements Le Audited in the Centra}
Office and the same communicated to the Civil Aunditor.

- Sigoed .G. C. Collyer Captain,
Su?erintending Engineer Central Circle,
(¢: tm/zf Extract)
S .
A~ £, C?:T
CIVIL AUDITOR,
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