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Fort Saint George, Public Wor

[

ks Consultation of 13t} July 1858,

e,

3. The water above the lock, has continued at very ne
the continuous south-wind has accumulated to the northw
and of the lake ; keeping open the mouth at Doogoorazp

arly the same level as before : but
ard, the waters of the Canal below it
atam,

4. The Sooleorpet river is quite closed but the trade continues fy
mouth, I have stopped any further attempt at keeping it open,
the usual level and probably should only find that the water

om Thadday near its
as we should have to work below
continued to fall as we deepened.
5. The expenditure will be confine

Ssary parts to maintain an uniform
depth as much as possible.

6. There are now 9 boats employea on the south Canal,

7. Mr. Kennedy has launched, and com

removing shoals caused by the cross drainage
at Sadras,

pleted the new model boats ;

has been cmployed in
entering the Canal, apg ine

ompleting the Bridge

8. Mr. Howard has been employed on the repairs of the nor
9. Mr. Lewis, and Mr.

th branch.
Cottrell, are surveying to the northwards,

1 10.  The traffic returns show a slight increase in both miscellaneous produce, and in salt,
= over the quantities in the same month of last year,

——————

No. 3s. Omper THEREON, No, 1817 ; dated ¢, July 1838,

L. Major Lawford, in charge of the Central Office, D. P, W., reports in the above letter
that, in consequence of decrease of water in the East Coast Canal Preventing bhoats from carry-
ing their usual burthen, the Superintendent has reduceq the Toll from 4 t0 g annas, and that he

“has done this agreeably to precedent ; and remark;

eduction of tax is likely to prove
of annual occurrence, Major Lawford sug|

gests that, as tle Canal is in the charge of an Officer
~of the Public Works Department, the Chief Engineer should pe delegated with authority, to

sanction such reductions without reference to Government,

T =
PG

L

sl e & & .0 2 L

2. Major Lawford, however, before m

and correct course in cases when the Revenue is aflected, i, e., he should have transmitted hig
views for the consideration of the Board of Revenue in the first instance, a course which he
himself acknowledges to have been hitherto followed. IIe will now be good enough to refer
¢ the subject to the Board in the first instance, Major Lawford perhaps felt, that in the present

case a previous reference to the Board of Revenue was not niecessary, under the impression, that
it was not definitively determined, whether the Toll on the Canal should be viewed as
oras a fund to meet its repairs, maintenance, or impro
Minutes Consultation 23cd Juue 1857, No, 1212,
7 ment to credit the Collections from the Canal
debit the Toll establishment to
Revenue, and as such is am

aking this reference, should have taken the usua}

et - Aert A

Revenue,
vement; but by para. 2, of Extract
distinet instructions were given by Govern-
to the General Revenues of the country, and to
the same head ; so that the To]] is actually an item of the Public
atter within the special province of the Revenue Board,

3. Tt is observed that the Superintendent h
own authority, and he claims to do this on the strength of two Precedents ; but as the circum.
stances of these two so called precedents, do not appear ever to have come before Government,
they must have been of the Superintendex

1t’s own creation, By Extract Minutes Consultation
15th January 1855, No. 73 (para. 6,) the management indeed of the Toll establishment was placed

in the hands of the Superintendent East Coast Canal, but it does not appear that he was therehy
to have any authority to alter the rate of Toll fixed by Government. The rate it is true, wag
left open to after revision ; but this revision was rather of a Permanent character, obviously to

be made by the Government alone, with reference to circumstances of traflic specially reported
to them. Explanation will therefore be afforded on thig point,

as taken upon himself to reduce the Toll on his

(Signed) T, PYCROFT,
' . Chief Secretary,
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