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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 13th July 1858.
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Read the f:elllowing letter from Major E. LAWFORD, Superintending Engineer
Southern Cirele, in charge of the Central Office of Public Works; to W. II.
BAYLEY, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 14th June 1858, No. 1139,
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1. With reference to the Extract Minutes (/onsultatlon noted in the margm, I have the
honor to furnish the information called for by the Government
regarding the expenditure on roads and buildings in the Canara
District, as well as on the other points alluded to in the order of

Government of the 8th February last.
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Dated 8th February 1858, No. 214.
- 1rated 27th March 1853, No 556,
Dated 27th May 1858 No. 999.
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2. The accompanying statement A shews in detail the Monthiy expenditure from May
1857 to March 1858 (the Accounts for April have not yet been received) and which may be briefly
abstracted thus.
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[ shall first confine my observations on the expenditure to new Works, It amounted to
and of this sum Rupees 2,631 were disbursed
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Raupees 15,779 under the head communications,
previous to the receipt in Canara of the restrictive order of July 1857, and the difference, viz.,
Rupees 13,148, afterwards, entirely on the- Yellapoor and Halandy circuit roads. This expen-
diture the District Engineer was not strictly authorized to incur, as the roads in question, though

not really new works, were inlcuded as such in the Government Budget
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They were sanctioned so far back as June 1853, but until
the period under. notice, no expenditure on them had taken place. Of
tﬁe importance of these lines of communication, and the necessity for their being kept in proper
The District Engineer declares them to be works of the most
urgent nature, forming as they do the main outlet for Cotton, the Yellapoor road he says embraces
the roads and bridges on the Arbyle line, and that the Arbyle Ghaut is the life of the Devama-
ny Ghaut leadmg to the Sea Coast. While the Halandy road embraces the lme connectmw the
Coloor Ghaut with the coast, and is a very im-

portant work indeed. Under any circumstances
however he was not justified in proceeding with
the work, without having obtained previous au-
thority, and he seems to be aware of this fact
from the only explanation* he has given on the
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The expendlture on these roads necessarily impaired Fhe funds at his disposal for Re- -
bliged him to apply for additional grants for them,
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4. 'The expenditure on buildings under the head “ new works” amounted to Rupees 930,

of which Rupees 744 were spent before the restrictive order was received in Canara. The differ- -

ce is so small that I shall not take up the time of the Government in re-counting the explana-

n given by the District Engineer, which I consider to be perfectly satisfactory.
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5. The Total etpendxture on repairs has amounted to Rupees
41,976, and is in excess of the reduced® sum allowed by the small sum of
Rupees 3, 386 as ‘shewn in the margin, Under the head communications
the Chief expenditure has been on the Dharwar and Coomptah road,
Trupk road No. 2, and on District roads, from the Discretionary allow-
ance, on each of which items I shall take the liberty of offering a few
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6. On the repair of the Dharwar .and Coomptah road there has been expended Rupees
25,326, but the Government will see tlnt up to July last year, the expenditure amounted to
pees (1,149,) one thousand one hundred and forty-mne, although no restrictive order was
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