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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 7th July 1857.

No. 51. Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief El\gir;eer; to H.
TFORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 6th June 1857, No. 981.

Sir, . . .
I have the honor to_iforward, for the information and orders of Government the accompany-
ing copy of a letter from the Superintending Engineer of the Southern Circle, on the subject of
“ the improvement of the Tamberchgrry Pass and Wynaad roads, No. 133, dated 21st May 1857,.
together with two Memoranda on the same subject prepared one by the Acting Collector of Ma-
labar, and the other by Mr. J ohn.\V,ells, a Coffee Planter.

2. T have the honor, before submitting a detailed scheme, to request that I may be in-
formed'if_ Major Lawford’s propositions are approved of, and if it is the wish of Government that
the suggestion to raise a body of coolies on regular mor_lthly pay sshall be carried into effect.

" 3. Itis essential that this last question be considered and decided upon, as Maj or Lawford.
has justly implied that this step must be taken if the improvements, so much required in the.
Wynaad Talook of the Malabar District, are to be economically and systematically carried into
effect. '
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 7th July 1857.
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Ng—g-l--—-ﬂea&-bhe-é'vﬂm letter from Major E. LAWFORD, Superintending Engineer
" Southern Circle ; to Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer, dated Camp Cannanore,

Malabar District, 21st May 1857, No. 133. :

'SIR,

During my stay at Calicut, Mr. Robinson broughtso forcibly to my notice the necessity of
undertaking, at an early date, some works for opening the communications with and through
the Wynaad Talook, that I felt it' incumbent on me to see so much of that part of the District
as might enable me to lay some feasible plan before Government, with reference to their order
calling for an estimate for improving the Tambercherry ghaut, which Lieutenant Bean kindly
communicated to me. Mr. Robinson also drew up a few notes of his own views, copy of which is
annexed, and gave me every facility in his power for obtaining further information from the coffee
planters, one of whom (¥Ir. Wells) has also favored me with a memorandum on the subject.

. 2. 1 proceeded from Calicut by the Tambercherry pass to Luckady cotta, visited several
estates, and met some of the principal planters; thence I rode by Culpetta to Manantoddy, and
descended the Pera ghaut to Tellicherry. I could not Jattempt any close examination of the
ground, but I saw very clearly the extraordinary difficulties of the Tambercherry pass, and was
a witness of the great sufferings of pack bullocks, of which I am assured hundreds die annually
on the road, and this I can easily believe, for the upper part of the ghaut is so steep and rocky
that on the least check or slip a bullock falls, and those behind are immediately thrown down
and not unfrequently fall over the precipice. ’

3. This ghaut was partially examined by Captain Francis in January 1856, without any
successful result, for the line afterwards surveyed and estimated by Mr. Williams was so full of
zigzags as to be unfit for cart traffic at its fixed slope of 1in 20. It has however appeared to
me possible to adopt a better trace by commencing the slope further to the south, and following
one of the spurs which extend nearly to Tambercherry, thus winding round the valley to the
rocky ridge which crowns it; this however is mere cenjecture, and it is sufficiently clear that
nothing but a careful examination can lead to a practicable trace being effected.

4. In their order on the subject, the Government have directed that a complete survey and
estimate should be submitted, but it has been overlooked, that no such documents can be pre-
pared until the trace is first made through the densely wooded, and precipitous hills, and that
a grant of money is absolutely necessary for effecting this object. Moreover it will demand the
exclusive attention of an Officer for a considerable period during the healthy season, or from the
month of September till February, for at no other time of year could these jungles be safely
explored. Thus it is evident that Lieutenant Bean has not at his disposal the means of com-
plying with the instructions he has received, and it will be my object to shew the nature and
extent of the assistance he requires for fulfilling the intentions of Government.

5. The roads in Wynaad are almost entirely unformed, and the hilly nature of the country
renders it necessary that all should be correctly traced. The soil indeed is excellent, and in
cases where (as on the line from Manantoddy towards the Peria ghaut) the surface is t olerably
level, an excellent road is easily formed. But in general new surveys and traces are indispen-
sably necessary, or, as is shewn by Captain Francis, great errors may be made and much money
be wasted in forming bad lines. :

6. Iam therefore decidedly of opinion that an Officer should be expressly appoint-
ed as Executive Engineer in Wynaad, and that his whole attention should be
directed to the tracing and construction of the Tambercherry Ghaut in the first
place, and the roads across the Talook afterwards; the works should be commenced
about September next, and a sum of not less than 10,000 Rupees held available for the purpose.
No detailed surveys or estimates can be prepared without thi\ preliminary outlay as it is impos-
sible to measure accurately the work required until the lines are distinctly and permanently
cleared.

7. Bridges are urgently wanted over many streams in the Talook which run with great
velocity in deep channels during the S. W. monsoons, and are crossed with danger and difficulty
by bamboo rafts but bridges should not be built till the roads are surveyed.,
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8. The Planters mention to me that since the construction.sf-the
;))lgdroa&i be(;wgen M‘ysore and Manantoddy has been entirely neglected. Pﬁﬁigsyta(}n:?:: ;th'e
ged and otherwise a good line ; although this no longer forms the great Milit 24 genem!
{'oute between Mysore and Malabar, it is still a very useful line for anaad a ldarg - gen'efal
l-n Mysore should .be .requested to keep it in passable order, which I bzallieve,carl bt 3 authont}es
ing cost. The principal supply of labor for the plantations eomes from Mys:re ean?lntehat o
, ere can

be little doubt that were the communicati
- ; ommunication between w 1
 ilv inoreased. the two provinces easy the traffic would ke

-9, Little remains for me to say in suppo ) ] ,
that e.nergetic measures should be agoptedﬁ‘grrzn(z;::\::g:}?i f::iil?z?dti:;zn (f)‘f M. Robins.on
covering 1,100 square miles, produces a revenue not exceeding 40,000 Rupe o Cc{u:lery’ which
fluty on pQﬁee’ or abopt 36 Rupees per square mile ; but which a;!'ords onz e:‘ 't}‘;c . expc.)rt
ing openings for. Euro?ean enterprize in all India ; and as the best and mds: zmo.st promis-
are 'those on which a 11}3era1 though judicious outlay is bestowed, so it is essf r:)' ;the cotates
p'enty of Wynaad t%lat its external roads and its mountain passes ’should be o . lad v th? pros-
circumstances permit. The Government should bear in mind that seasons wifle::t ':es (rzzﬁlt‘:b;l a;

: olle

by rule, and that sickness and death wil ] .
of Wynaad. : 1 w1‘1 certainly fo]lgw all untimely efforts to clear the forests

10. Supposing that sanction is now giveh for the ex i
a bullock path .and making a survey and detailed estimatz infd;nflil;::toil;s(,)s’ ?‘?)(:GR:}F%S ik vouls
not be begun till September, and would certainly not be finished before th , ':; ok could
Decerr.lber, 50 that there is no prospect of the papers being laid before Gove:nrrr:lle ile e o
entry in the Budget of 1858-59 and thus nothing can be effectually undertaken ti?l ;;iiéor
er

1859-G0 ; and allowing two years for completion, :
’ pletion, the Tamberch i
ing rules, be opened for carts till 1861, or'four ye,ars fronin;h: cti;rer Y Faes camnat, under exist

11. I have entered into this calculation in order to shew distinctly the effect of th
system, and to prevent any undue expectations being formed of an early result of t;eepresent
orders of Government ; but there are other circumstances tending to delay the opening o;e\c\;nt
naad which must not be lost sight of. The difficulty of obtaini;g labour is greaﬁl f:lt b ti-
Planters, and must be a still more serious obstruction to any extensive enrrineerin); o Z °
which I see no way of overcoming so likely to be effectual, as the formation of a bodbof? ;{a N
or Public Works Corps, such as exists in Ceylon, and by which all the great ii} loneers
there have been executed. Ifa body of 800 men were raised under an efficient Offi pl:ovements
ployed after the present monsoon in cutting a trace up-the Tambercherry vall C,;l-’ and 'em-
})e finished by February next, they could during the hot and sickly Seas{m ’ Cy which might
improvements in the open, country, returning again to the Ghaut in Septe ,;)Caxlrgron the road
the works might be progressively carried on without any heavy present Oll)lﬂz; o 1535, sod dhus

~12. 1 have consulted many persons on this subje ' e .

satisfies me, the project is not onl§ feasible, but the Jn:)t;: 2:syﬁ2?:;0:allingmy o f(') piznion et
Planters, some of whom have seen the system worked in Ceylon aSSure(Il) ;eniﬁn:? jd'n)’. Thfe
cable and economical. Mr. Robinson expressed a similar Opinion’ and Mr. Chatd e;dlﬁ:'“as practi-
Collector of Malabar during the construction of the Perambadd Gh;ut at; ‘;_ who was Sub
forced lal-)or had been employed in that work which could not ha};e been ,ot;n Or'n}ed me that
but that is of course now out of the question, and he seemed to think a p:;:;::tog‘f:emdé

2 ps o

coolies the best substitute, as it would be di '
ificult to k )
distasteful labor. : o keep others regularly oceupied on such

13. The above remarks were written befor iv '
a De-tachmenc of about 50 Sappers and Minerse xfpij;;ali:i ;2?22203? ;vhffebI have.found
certained from Captain Keating, the Executive Officer, that their Ser'v::i’cese ort; nu; having as-
would strongly recommend that they should be sent to Wynaad and if osz;ll?l Wek be spared, I
strength of -a Company. With these men and a permanent b:)dy of cf’)"iie t; ln\C‘t;eased to the
co§11d soon be brought into an efficient condition by an energetic and i tsll' © maad xoads
this seems to me the only feasible way of effecting any early imeTOvementm elligent Officer, and
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 7th July 1857.

14.. An intelligent Officer in command of a Company of Sappers, and with power to ex-
pend 10,000 Rupees in opening the Tambercherry Ghaut, and other lines of road in Wynaad,
could, under proper superintendence,. effect a great deal of improvement in six months, and
could submit these detailed plans and estimates which Government require, without any interfer~
ence with the other works of the District, but it is necessary that the Sapper Officer should be

really qualified for the duty.

————————
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No. 52. OrpER THEREON, No. 1300; dated 7th July 1857. °

The project of opening up the Wynaad country to the coast, by fo;*ming a cart road from
Sultan’s Battery in central Wynaad, vid the Tambracherry Ghaut, to the sea port of Calicut,
: : has formed the subject of some correspondence.* It originated

# Recorded in in June 1855, in a representation from certain Coffee planters,

Cons. 3rd July 1855, Nos. 33- 4,

ith Aug. s 9 ‘)g—gg- of the difficulties experienced by them in carrying their produce
gg}lﬁ Sopt. »o 12-13.. to the place of shipment, ?he existing track being only practica-
15th April 1856, 5, & 9 ble to pack bullocks. This representation having been referred.

Joth Feb. 1857, » 24-25. ] ‘ : .
T _to the Engineer and Revenue Officers, resulted in an estimate

of 48,000 Rupees being laid before Government, for the reform of the Tambracherry pass and
the improvement of the roads above and below it. From the papers submitted by the Chief
Engineer at the time, the Government obscrved that the reporting Officers held different
opinions, as to the means to be provided for carrying the Wynaad produce to the coast; but
all agreed that there was absolute necessity for providing such means, in the absence of
proper existing communication. Captain Ouchterlony saw so much objection to the reform of
the Ghaut and road by the line then selected, both in regard to the expense, ang the natural
difficulties to be encountered, that he recommended the abandonment of the project, and in

ing pass at an outlay of 4,000 Rupees. To him, it appeared

lieu, the improvement of the exist
y would be a minor route, considering on the one side, the facilities offer-

that the Tambracherr .
ed by the Peria Pass and road from Manantoddy in Upper Wynaad to the Sea port of Tellicher-
ry, and on the other, the prospective grand route to Mysore and to the Neilgherries by the
Carcoor Pass. Subsequently, on being informed of the wants of the planters, Captain
Ouchterlony acquiesced in the proposal of reforming the Tambracherry Pass; but of the two
Passes, he gave the preference to the Carcoor, as the better outlet for the Wynaad country.
On the other hand, Mr. Robinson, the Acting Collector of Malabar, strongly advocated the
opening of the Tambracherry (¥haut, as it was the most important route to the planting interests
of the country. Ina later paper, now before Government, Mr. Robinson adheres to this re-
commendation. He divides the Talook of Wynaad into North, Central and South Wynaad ;
and to each Division, he assigns a route to the coast, the most direct, relatively to the Division
from which it is designed to lead. The Peria and Cootaddy Pass, he says, provides for north
‘Wynaad, which exports Coffee from Tellicherry. South Wynaad exports from Calicut, and
requires therefore direct communication to that port; the Carcoor Pass, in Mr. Robinson’s
opinion, being indisputably the proper Pass .for that purpose. The requirements of Central
‘Wynaad, by far the most important in a planting point of view, are those most difficult to be
met. For this Division, the Tambracherry Pass is the direct route; but the existing track is
so full of natural difficulties, that it is proposed to abandon it, and selecting a more convenient

line, to construct a road for wheel carriages.

9. The estimate of 48,000 Rupees submitted by the Chief Engineer on the 8rd Dee. last
providing for this object, having been avowedly an imperfect one, the Government could not permit
, itsentryinthe Budget. They accordingly called* for amorecompletereport

* Extract Minutes of Conmrll?- and estimate, with a survey of the Pass. In reply to this requisition, the
;&;"?é;f"“’ebr“m 1857 Ghief Engineer now submits a report from Major Lawford, the Superin-
tending Engineer of the Southern Circle, made after personal inspection

of the country. e also submits a further memo. from Mr. Robinson, and another drawn up by Mr,
Wells, one of the settlers in Central Wynaad. From all these papers, the Government are con-
vinced of the extreme desirableness of opening up thishilly country, fast growing into importance
by the enterprize and capital of European settlers ; and they are confirmed in their previously
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