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Fort Saint George, Public TWorks Consultation of 7th July 1857,

e

Read the following letters.
No. 20. From Colonel C. E. FARER, Chief Engi.nner; to H. FORBES, Esq., Acting Se-
cretary to Government, dated 24th April 1857, No. 12050, o

Sir,

1. In Extract Minutes of Consultation No. 1938, dated 22nd October 1856, Government

\ Chiof Engincor's Letter No. in para. 3, authorised the purchase at the contract price, of the quantity

5444, dated 1st August of timber about 45 or 50,000 Cubic feet,* which would remain over on
1836. ; i ‘

856 the completion of the work in progress at the Bellary Barracks, and re-

quested me to report the exact quantity of the surplus timber, and the amount which will have
:0 be disbursed in its purchase. ) '

2. It was further directed that on the purchase being completed, the timber was to be
.aken charge of by the District Engincer, who was to render a half yearly account of the stock,
tebiting each work with the cost price of the timber issued, and crediting timber with the
:ash refunded. : .o

3. In para. 4 of the same order, Government desired an explanation of the circumstances

. . . : . . L0y

under which so large a quantity of timber was so pressingly applied for, from the Mysore autho-
rities, in excess of what was actually required.

4, The foregoing Order was communicated to the Collector, and District Engineer of Bel-
lary, and to the Officer in charge of Military Buildingsin the Ceded Districts, (with Extract from
Proceedings No. 7613, dated 29th October 1836,) with a request that the information called for
might be supplied. _

5. With a letter No. 453, dated 220d December 1856, the District Engineer forwarded a
memorandum from Captain Barrow, the Officer in charge of Military Buildings at Bellary, of the
quantity of surplus timber, altogether 1800 beams, or about 43000 Cubic feet, and stated, that
Chedumbrum Moodeliar, the Toombuddra Channel Superihtendent, had been ordered to take
charge of the same, and to store it at Wallabapoor. _

6. The District Engineer in his present letter No. 251, dated 21st Ultimo, requests, that

funds may be placed at his disposal for the purchase of the Surplus timber, as shewn in Captain
Barrow’s memorandum referred to in para. 5. The cost being as follows.

T "Rs. A, P.
43,000 Cubic feet at the contract price of 13 annas § Cubic feet
if delivered at Bellary e ...31937 8 0
or 43,000 Cubic feet at 10 annas 3 Cubic feet if delivered at 'Wal-
labapoor. ves e 2,875 0 0

7. It appears that the contractors have already advanced Rupees 15,000 for.the timber, b;ut

that as yet they have only delivered at Wallabapoor 30 teak wood, and 50 red wood beams, con-
taining Cubic feet 1790-10 as ghewn in the memorandum which accompanies the District Engi-
neer’s letter. ‘ ) i ' .
‘8. The cost of the 1790-10 Cubic feet of timber delivéred, would @ 10 annas Zt" Cubic feet
be Rupees 1118-15-8 and I consider that at present the payment of this amount only, should be
made by the District Engineer, the remainder to be paid for asreceived in quantities, of not less

value than Rupees 1000.

9. I further consider that the whole of the timber should be delivered at Wallabapoor, but
on this point, the District Engineer will be requested to give his opinion, and that Officer, as
well as the Collector, will be again requested to furnish an explanation of the circumstances under
which so large a quantity of timber wasapplied for from the Mysore authorities, in excess of what
was actually required.- .

10. In consequence of the delay that hasalready occurred in replying to the order of Go-
vernment of the 22nd October last, No. 1938 I consider it advisable not to dclay the information
now afforded respecting the quantity, and cost of the surplus timber. '
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I1. Tt need scarcely be brought to the notice of Government, that if the new Military Hos- .

pital sanctioned by the Government of India in List N
the 11th July 1856, had been carried into execution,
applied to that fine structure for the early execution
great inducement, :

0.1 of Budget 1856-57 in their letter of
this timber would have been immediately
of which so large a supply on hand offers

No. 2l. From Colonel C. E. FABER, Chicf Engineer ; to H. FORBES, Esq., Acting

Secretary to Government, dated 29th May 1857, No. 773.

S1r,

. 1. In continuation of my letter, No. 12050, dated 24th.April
fﬁ;e" No. 146, 1st May 1857, 1 have the honor to state that, as explai

_ Portor, in charge of the Mil‘itary Buildings at Bell
in the quantity of timber procured from Mysore,

made to cut 3,000 logs, instead of 32,000 Cubic feet and in the Extract from Captain Barrow’s
letter to the District Engineer, it is further observed, that logs formerly furnished from the

Mysore jungles, usually cut up into about 5 or 6 rafters only, whereas those now furnished,
have cut up into from 10 to 12 each. _ : T

ned* by Supervisor
ary, the large excesg
was occasioned by application having been

2. The foregoing explanation is all that is likely to be obt

ained, as the Collector of Bel-
lary states, that no correspondence regarding the timber has pass

ed through his office.

: ng been postponed, I would sug-
gest, that the whole of the surplus timber be stored at Wallabapore, to
be paid for as suggested in my letter of the 24th April last, and that
authority be given for using it for the general purposes of the District.
If the timber is to be so used, the District Engineer reports, that Wullabapore, will be as good
a place as any other for storing it. SRR : ‘

3. The construction of the new European Hospital havi

43,000 cubic fecet at Rupees
26,875, 4

4. The Chief Engineer cannot however forbear remarking, that the Storage of so large a
quantity of fine timber, seems in itself to constitupe a reason for promptly carrying out the
szmctiot'{ for the new European Hospital at Bellary, conveyed in para. 86 of Colonel Baker's des-
patch No, 3173, of [1th July 1856. :

No. 22. OrpEr TuER£0N, No. 1285; dated 2ad July 1857.

In authorizing the purchase of the surplus timber remaining, after the completion of the
work at the Bellary Barracks, the Government in Extract Minutes of Consultation 22nd October
last, called upon the Chief Engineer to report the exact quantity of the surplus,
that would have to be disbursed. The reason why so much timber was urgently

applied for from
Mysore, in excess of actual requirements, was demanded at the same time. The latter enquiry

+ Dated. 6 November 1855, No, g2, /28 :apparently meﬁ by CaI.)tain. Barrow's letter* to the Cifril

. ~ Engineer of Bellary, submitted to Government with the Chief
Engineer’s Proceedings of the 2nd December last, No, 8546, in para. 3 of which the Executive
Olficer stated, that the logs latterly supplied yielded just twice the quantity of wood, that the:
logs usually supplied had turned out, but Colonel Faber appears to have overlooked this cor-
respondence, and called for thg information from lthe local Officers, and in the second letter above
recorded, he again submits the same particulars regarding the application for timber in excess of
the actual requirements as were already furnished in Captain Barrow’s letter above referred to.

2. Inhis first letter, the Chief Engineer reports that the surplus quantity amounts to
43,000 cubic feet, which would cost Rupees 34,937-8 if delivered at Bellary, or Rupees 26,8735,

if delivered at Wallabapoor ; but that of all this quantity, only 1,790-10 cubic feet of teak and

red wood have been broug}_lt by the contractors into the store yard at Wallabapoor, the cost of
which at the contract price of 10 annas the cubie foot, is Rupees 1,118-15-8. ’

and the amount

{ " 3. The Government were induced to authorize the purchase of this, large .quantity of
|
1
4

timber, on the urgent representation of the Chief Fngineer in his letter of the Ist August 1836,
: No. 5441, that it was very difficult to procure well seasoned teak ; that there were extensive

: buildings remaining to be executed in Bellary, for which large quantities of timber were indis-

{ pensably necessary ; and that the contractors were anxious to keep the wood to themselves, and

e s e i e ey
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sell it on their ‘own account. On a review, moreover, of the correspondence subsequently sub-
mitted for their information, the Government observed that the contractors were permitted to
cut the timber free in the Mysore jungles, at the intervention of the Executive Officer at Bellary,
and exclusively for the Govémment'buildings ; and this additiona_l circumstance confirmed their
determination to reserve the surplus timber for the public use. Having thus authorized the
purchase of the wood, the Government are not disposed to go back from the permission they.

~ have already accorded, even though at the present moment they do- not see any prospect of the

timber being brought into immediate use. Agreeably therefore to the Chief Engineer’s recom- ‘
mendation, the timber will be purchased and stored at Wal%abapoor 3 and the Collector of
Bellary will be authorized to disburse to the District Engineer to the extent of (26,875)
twenty-six thousand, eight hundred and sventy-five R:upees, stated to be the cost o'f the' whole
quantity at the contract price of 10 annas the cubic foot. Instead !mwever of disbursing the
whole sum at once, or in large payments in the.shape of advances for tl.mb'er yet fo be brought,
thie Collector will only pay for such supplies of the wood, a§ f:he plstnct Engineer reports to
have been actually received into his yard at Wallabapoor ; debiting it to the head *¢ :jldvance for
the purchase of teak timber in Bellary District.” The amo_unt. that n}ay be realized by the
issue of timber to the various works will be remitted by the District Engineer t'o the Collector
after the close of every month to be carried to the credit of the head above mentioned,

4. The Government observe that the Chief Engineer refers to the Hospital project, which
has now been deferred, as having promised an immediate prospect of brin.ging the .timber .into
use ; but it can hardly be supposed that this was the only structure to whch} the C-hle.:f Eng}neer
alluded in his letter of the Ist August last, in stating that there were extensive b\nldm.gs -stﬂl to
be erected in Bellary. Colonel Faber will be good enough to report to wlfat other bu11dn:1gs he
then referred, and whether any part of this timber might not be m?dc'e available f.or works in the
adjoining District of Cuddapah, at a small cost in carriagf%. .If this is not practicable, or expe-
dient, the timber will be stored under the charge of the DlSt}'lCt Engineer .°f_ Bel.lary, anfl v.vﬂl
be so held in store until it is' required for the pljojected hospital or other bull(.hng%r in tha.t dxstnc.t.
It is hardly necessary to observe that the Government expect that the District Engineer will
take care that the contractors bring in no more wood than that they ha've already cut down
in the Mysore jungle, evenif that quantity be less than the 43,000 cubic feet the purchase of

"which is now authorized ; and that this order is not to be made use of by them, as sanctioning

the cutting of any more timber.

5. If Colonel Faber should find that the large quantity of wood now ordered is
not likely to be required for any works in the course ?f t}}e next two or three years,
he will be good enough to consider and state whether it will not be'adv1sable- to pur-
chase only such a quantity of the timber as is likely to be consumed in that time, and
to allow the contractors to keep the remainder to themselves, as appears to be their
desire. The Government think -that it is undesirable to keep a large qlfantity in stors
without any prospect of its immediate use, as it may become useless. .\thh reference to
the Quarter Master General's letter, dated 17th November 1856, communicated with the Ex-
tract Minutes of Consultation in the Military Department, dated 18th 1dem, recommending the
postponement of the erection of the new Et_n'opean Hospit.al at Bellary for which an estimate of
Rupees 82,330, was sanctioned by the Government of India on t}'u'a 11th July 1856, His Excel-
lency the Commander-in-Chief will be requested through the Military Department to give his
opinion whether the Hospital in question will ever be required, and if so, at what probable
time, as the necessity of keeping a large quantity of timber in store materially depends upon the
disposal of this question.

(Signed) H. FORBES,

Acting Secretary to Government.
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