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' Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 7th July 1857.

o s

No. 14. Read the following.letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to H,
FORBES, Esq., Acting Secxfetary to Government, dated 19th June 1857, No. 1357.

. {
SIR,
1. I have the honor to forward for the consideration of Government copy of a letter
. - No. 29, dated the 29th Ultimo* from Lieutenant Haig, in reply to Ex-
* Received 15th Tnstant. tract Minutes of Consultdtion, No. 673, dated 9th April last.

9, Licutenant Haig in para. 2 of his letter admits that he was aware of the prohibition
against spending on one work, the money sanctioned for another, and also against the execution
of unsanctioned works, except in cases of emergency, but submits that he considers the circum-
stances under which he commenced the construction of the Liocks at the Central Barrier, in an
ticipation of the orders of the Government of India, were sufficiently pressing to justify the
proceeding.

3. In para. 3, Lieutenant Haig refers to Extract Minutes of Consultation, No. 2215, dated
8th December 1856, in which Government recommended for immediate execution the works
comprised in his estimate of Rupees 35,000, for the temporary improvement of the Godavery
Navigation, and solicited the earliest orders of the Government of India, respecting them, in
order that they might be commenced under Lieutenant ITaig’s personal Superintendence before
going to Errope. Subsequently Rupees 6,000, having been sanctioned for the purchase of iron
and timber for the tram-roads, led Lieutenant Haig to suppose, that Government confidently
expected a favorable reply to their recommendation to the (Grovernment of India, and being
strongly influenced by that consideration he decided on anticipating the order and there seems
much force in his alleged conclusion of so long a silerice to so earnest an appeal on so weighty a .
matter, betokening any thing rather than final express prohibition. ‘

4. The circumstances under which the submersible Locks were commenced in lieu of the
‘tram-road, on the expressed opinion of Colonel A. Cotton in favor of the former are explained
in paras. 4, 5, and 6, and tho’ Lieutenant Haig expresses himself unadvisedly as to the coursehe
thought proper to pursue under orders which he considered admitted of a doubt, and that he
will of course be strictly guided by them in futuve.

5. Lieutenant Haig in para. 7, with reference to para. 5 of the order of Giovernment of
9th April, remarking on the inconsistency of his recommending works, against which he had in
a former report recorded his opinion, observes that, that opinion had reference solely to submer-
sible Locks as a permanent means of improving the Navigation, and that he was far from con-

demning such works as temporary expedients, and under certain cir-

. i ‘ - - . "
%ltl}}:mjlutf; f&g"ﬁi’,’"{‘;&;ﬁ cumstances, as noticed in paras. 279 to 281, of his report datefl 11th
March 1856%,

6. In para. 8, Lieutenant Haig states, that he is still proceeding with the construction of
the Locks, observing that the order of Government of the 9th April did not reach him till the
‘19th May, thus still setting at nought the prohibitory order as conveyed to him in my demi offi-
*cial communication of the 11th April, Lieutenant Iaig’s explanation of his conduct in this parti=
cular, which has been called for, has not yet been received, nor does he even allude to the de-
mand having been made upon him, perhaps because the introduction of the subject-would have
marred the symmetry of his representation as now drawn up. '

7. That Lieutenant Haig should now request the orders of Government, as to continuing
works probably completed by this time (the 15th Instant being given as the probable date of
completion) is superfluous, and it therefore remains for Government to determine, whether ‘or
not that Officer is to be personally responsible for the money which has been expended.

8. Under the explanation given, though conveyed in a spirit of mistaken independence, and
in terms which must be considered highly objectionable and contumacious, I would solicit the in-
dulgence of Government to Licutenant Haig being relieved from the pecuniary responsibility
he has incurred, attributing the course he has pursued solely to his anxious desire to forward
the intcrests of Government, and the community without reflectifg’ sufficiently on the impro-

- priety and guilt of a disobedience of orders. -
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(Signed) H, FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government,
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