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No.33.  Read the following Extract from the Proceedmgs of the Cluef Engmeer, dated the
24th December 1857, No, 6230. "~ - - - - ol

R

Read the following 'papers. ’ o : - |

Letter from Lieutenant J. G. RYVES, Dlstnct Engmeer, Tuchmopoly, to Colonel C E
FABER, Chief Engmeer, dated Sirtheoor Tope, 16th December 1857, Nm 1101.

B W L
i
v

Sir, ‘ , .
I have the honor to forward for your information copy of a currespondence' which . -
* Collector’s letter No. 306, 2nd December 1857, and 1ts has passed between Mr. Bird, and myself

closure Tamil report
D:;?nct Engineer’s lefter No. 1049 4th December 1857. relative to the state Of lﬂlgauon by the
C°uef)f,°f)s leff:_r » 165’ 57:1? ” " ~ new Ponalry Channels. _ o AT "‘ i

2, 1 should have written on this subject, 'ere this were it not that I have been waiting for
a full report of the state of the Channel during the month of November called for by me from ~
Mr. Ricketts. This report not having been received yet, I think it advisable not to delay any - i
longer in submitting the correspondence above alluded to. 7 B

3. Iam given to understand by Mr. Ricketts that his report when it is submitted will » .= 3
in some important particulars contradict the Tahsildar’s report inclosed in the Collector slettet L ;

No. 306, of 2nd Instant. . o L T

I

Voo

4. This however is comparatively unimportant, the object of this communication is to renew
my application for sanction for the construction of the under tunnel across the Murthayaur,
this work was stopped with other new works on the 1st August under the orders co'mmunicated '

5. Mr. Bird states truly the inevitable result of' not lmmedlately sam:tmnmo' this woﬂc
viz., that the whole sum already expended will become a clear loss to the State, the Channel
will be left unused and uncared for during the year or two that sanction is withheld 'and when .-
sanction is obtained it will be found a mere ruin requiring re-excavation from end to end, the
lands already cleared will again be overgrown with jungle and the Darghastdars have again to-
expend capltal on the preparation of ground wluch is now ready for water. EOE il

[y

e
LN

a A

7. The monsoon Just passed has ehoked the Channel WJth deposxt whlch would not have -
lodged in it had the under Tunnel at the head been constructed and the sum now reqmred w1ll
be at least double what was stated in August last, < - =+ v 7S .

ina geometrlcal ratio. . - —

8. The absence of the under tunnel also rendered mecessary, a ierf hee‘}; outla;tfor re-:
moval of accumulation and deposits and construction of Corumboo both across the Murthayaur
and at the head from the Coleroon, the former being washed away after every heavy shower .
of rain and the latter being of twice the height and consequently 8. times the cost of the
Corumboo which would have sufficed had the under tunnel been constructed, this hexght bemg

-necessary to force the water over the mass of Ooze deposlted by the Murthayaur. e

. . ;Jtrv
- e [ N A e A ¢ + -

9. All these contmgencles were foreseen and were the grounds on whlch the construc.tmn
of the under tunnel was recommended for sanctlon. - ‘

o
> - . .

= L omaw. gt
' ¢ 1o

10. Itis my opinion that if the Ponairy Channel Pl‘OJect is to be carried out, I sho:uld
have authority to commence work on the under tunnel before the middle of Janua.ry next. ‘

A e - s e

11. A large sum will also have to be expended in clearmg out the Channel after the close
of the present irrigating season and the embankment of the Coleroon has to be completed to

- A S WY 2 ST 6 e e e R~ e ikt . - Lo
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protect part of the Nunjah lands from inundation,
3,500, of the former the amount cannot be estimated un
executed as it is increasing every week.

The latter work will cost about Rupees
til immediately before the work is to be

Letter from J. BIRD, Esq., Collector of Trichinopoly ; to Lieutenant J. G. RYVES, Dis-
trict Engineer of Trichinopoly, dated 2nd December 1857, No. 306. '
Sin,

I do myself the honor to furnish you with co
pollium, on the present state of the Ponairy chan

2. From the tenor of this report it must be admitted that the irrigation from the channel
is deficient and that there are many difficulties now existing to secure a sufficient supply of water
for the lands laid down and planted with paddy crop.

Py of a report from the Tahsildar of Woodjar-
nel,

3. T do not transmit this report or make this statement to you with any intention to fing
fault with the arrangements of your Department or to under-rate the enormous difficulties you

have to contend with at the Ponairy. But simply to shew you the reported condition of the
channel, and the lands dependent thereon,

Translation of an Urzee from GOOLAMHOOSANE S

AIB, Tahsiidar of Oodiarpolliem
Talook ; to J. BIRD, Esq.,

Collector of Trichinopoly.
States with reference to the Sunnud N

0. 80 of the 26th November,
the 28th Idem, calling upon him to explain

which reached him on
on the state of the Voykal, which he represented in
ber, as having be
cultivation under it has been scorched :

en dried up and consequently the
; and as to the cause of his having been to Cusbah without
attending to the orders No. 796, directing him to remain fo

r the space of 15 days near the
Voykal for the purpose of removing the obstacles and dams thrown across the branch channels,
which, as the District Engineer stated, held sufficient water for irrigation, but prevented by the
impediments in their way ; that he has taken charge of the Talook on the 30th October last, and
in his weekly Reports of the st and 8t

h November as well as in his Urzees of Nos. 749 and 757
he had, in accordance to the correct and true statements received, stated t

hat their was no water
at all in the Voykal and therefore the crops have failed,

In his Report No. 760 of the 14th November he has stated th
across the Murthear, the branch channels had, on the 9th Idem,
quate supply of water and the Inhabitants with muy
their cultivation, and that the channels of Nos,
now completely dried up.

at there being a dam
received from it a very inade-
ch dispute between them appropriated it for
2,3,4 and 6 as well ag the main channels &ec., are

On the [7th November he re
pletely absorbed ; but however,
Voykal &c., have been partiall
Report No. 777 he stated th

ported that on the 15th the water i
consequent on the little fall of ra
y supplied, but inadequate for ir
at there was no water at al] in the ch
On his having witnessed himself the state
Voykals, he made the afore-cited report on them co

n the channels was com-
in on the 16th the Oroomorley
rigation, and in his subsequent
annels &e.

and capacities of the tank, channel ang
rrectly and truly, ,

¥ expecting some supply of water to the

o see solittle water in it and began to dispute and throw dams
across it, to divert the course of the water to their respective fields, and he ordered them not to

obstruct the passage of water, to meet their interested motives, but to leave it to take its own
course. The Channel No. 2 received not the least supply from the tank.

It may be supposed that the Civil Engineer,

water in the Channels, while the Ryots disputed regar
Collector.

The Ryots who were eagerl

ir cultivation from
the Murthear, even much clated t

believing that there should be sufficient
ding its disposal, made such reports to the

If the Clannels &e., alluded to were truly in such good state, the Ry
pains to till and sow seeds, would have gladly availed themselves of the s

Tahsildar, also lent every assistance in his power; but he had no business
real state and capacities of them, .

ots who had taken
upply and he, the
to mis-represent the

g Lt

R
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1 di d to ascertain the state of the Voykal and
If some of the Circar Serva:mts. be ud;:gzc;t:hem gsrain the date of the Voykal nd
Channels &c., and that of the cultivation , . o
A i Collections into the Treasury) approached, he was
Aot o . Erooziz'llfirse rs::;i:;fn::‘e:h:nd to proceed himself to Cusbah on the 23rd ar};d ,
obliged to send out _so?e 27ih for the purpose of taking into Custody the Eroosal, and thence 1e
to remain there until t de Nilh e, where the Coleroon breached in some places, and the people
N SathumPa:tir)lrgvtﬁ;i;cessary things as materials to repair it. , .

e engaged in colle it ing into the
vere e s in some places obstructed, there was no chance of 1t; ﬂow; ‘f;a oo e
As Mu:ltheali wahannels &c., and the Coleroon, in which there was a foot o s
Voykals and main ¢ , ST
ive its supply- i le repair the
- i ’ ter at all in the main Channels and Voykals, but if thilPet‘;‘P; toPreceive
Ther'e 1ShnOC“;aer(:)om and excavate the Voykals and Channels, so as to enable them to r
breaches 1n the Lo

y y cial to the Ryots but not otherwise. )
k, they may prove bene
the supply from the tank, fi

I w. ing e su erior autho!ll on an SubJeCt, he WOuld taLe care to see hl
n rltlnb to th
m t y epre ented.

ents col'l‘ectl T pl‘ S

e chanl 1 1
have g]ven S"ch report to the ' ,()”ector .

- 1 IR
Ile 1S (llhoe]l‘,l ado 1 nu u a to 1TL ate the

Translated by .

B. STREENAWADOO, |
of the General Department. - X

i ichi s to J. BIRD, Esq., -
istrict Engineer, Trichinopoly; to |
; ieutenant J. G. RYVES, District s
hetter ﬁo(tln 1]1::::)reof Trichinopoly, dated Sirthcoor Tope, 4th December 1857, No |
o .

o i letter No. 306, dated 2nd Instant with
knowledge the receipt of your lette A late  mich
Lbave e h°n°11' tt(:a :-z :ft on tghe Ponairy channel irrigation for the period between 1s én
its enclosure, a compie P o - L el
i November X 5 éGth ﬂlvxltimo there . was. no water
i it is evident that from the 15th to . Ltimo, ¥ 7
2(i dFl“’n:ht: ‘:hI:rf’:t;t 1:le :vv;ter reports which have been since received lby me als‘o‘ tenvd,f'o )
turned down ’ i e e |
shev i of the month though on the occasion of my
ly was bad in the first half of the ] : on of my
> lThalt th:els?i)f };he 11th and 12th there was a sufficient quantity of water ﬂowmg‘ own
visit to the cnan .

i ' ildar’s vies an. d the
i i ding to the Tahsildar’s views
lly there is but little prospect accor . ; he
4. .And tl.xa'f fima sjgssion of, of securing a proper supply in the changel under its prese
information he is 1n pos tie ch

condition ) ion T am in p ion of, must be considered
i information T am in possession of,

5. T!ﬁs‘f ailure (w;] I:Eda;fxoftti:;;fio the effect anticipated by me am.l f:ully.:)zc;uixz
as proved). is to bo attnbs t with an application for sanction of a plan for. obvxat‘im'g1 ll o the
B mtoamn Of'Govi'mmznand ooze deposited by the Murthayaur after every local fa OSO:): n
large;cczf’:;];ttnl))zsob;:: this year larger than usual owing to the heavy north-east monsoon.
and this .

. . 0 .

of May next. .
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7. 1 am howe i ini
of Comummba o V:: setgl of Zpu.non that had the removal of accumulation and mainten
ation of the 650 Cl;wrx:ies );:Ln vigorously Perff)rmed, a supply of water sufficient for the ??:’e
en up for cultivation this season could have been maintained th{-
y 18

I assert in justification of
my repeated statements i i
ed to eultivate to the extent they have ndependence on which the Ryots were induc-

8. I shall be obliged your i 1
and on the Ryots, pers ogn . :)Z’nz IC:;I: i1:‘1f'or1m_1ng.me what result may be expected on the Revenue
cultivating new Nunjah y i
sunoly of water as S g unjah. Ewery effort to continue s
pply of w can be maintained shall be made and I will address you again on the ;:1?11:
=l

aftel' Comm\]lﬁcating “'itil ]\I ¥ i v o w
T Rlcketts the S u i i

A copy of this i
copy of this letter will be forwarded to the Superintending Engineer Southern Cirecle

Lett
etter fron: J. Blf.{D, Esq., Collector of Trichinopoly ; to Lieutenant J. G. RYVES, Dis
mc? Engineer of Trichinopoly, dated 7th December 1857, No. 310. ’
Sir,

1. Referring to your letter No. 104
: . 1049 of date the 4th Instant, I have th i
you with copy of a letter addressed by me to the Board of Revenue’ on :}“’: su‘(:)j}e‘::] o o fumih

2. Tt isnot possible for me at thi i
this period of the season to sa
’ ) y what result may be -
ed_ﬁ)rll) the Rewt'ee.nue. The Ryots have obtained the lands on Progressive Nunjah Cyowle: XPZCt.
will be a question at the settlement whether the demand should be enforced accordi : to the
tenor of the Cowle, in the event of the crops being lost by draught. ing to the

3. Under such a contin ¥
- gency the Ryot's personal venture i
Cagiel e, P must be serious from loss of

Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of R
aone. ard of Revenue, dated 19th December 1857, No.

Read the following letter from J. BIRD, Esq., Collector of Trichinopoly ; to J. D. SIM, E
o« s s sq.’

Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, F
1857, No. 166. ue, Fort St. George, dated 5th December

Str,

Para, 1. I consider it m
. y duty to put
the Board of Revenue in possession of the

letters noted margi * in vi
. e . n w i i
informed of the state of irrigation under Ponairy channel ginally® in view to their being

# To the District Engineer No. 306 dated 2nd Decr. 1857,
From Do No. 1049 dated 4th December 1857,

2, T entirely concur in the opinion expressed b I ) .
paras. of his letter. pressed by the District Engineer in the 5th and Gth

3. Unless a Tunnel be constructed to convey the water of the Coleroon ri d
Marthayar stream, and so prevent the great deposit and silt from finding its way i::: :ll:]e erhthe
nel, it is useless to cultivate the lands, or to expect the R chan-

yots can by any me : .
agreements. y any means abide by their

4-: The State has been put to an enormous expense in opening out this means of Irrigation.
And it seems to me not only bad policy but false economy, for the sake of five thousand, nine
hundred, and twenty-eight Rupees, to run the risk of losing the Project altogether. Every

days neglect only adds to the accumulation of fresh deposit, and the ruin of the channel, ‘

jeopardizing also an expenditure of over 54,000 Rupees.

1. The Board resolve to communicate the above letter to the Chief Engineer.

o From the concurrent testimony of the Collector and District Engineer the non-execu-

~e

tion of the Tunnel proposed by the latter Officar is likely to prove very injurious and indepen-

Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 26th Janwary 1858. b
dent of the loss which Government may thus experience, the Board ‘would remind. the Chief
Engineer that the Ryots have been repeatedly urged to extend their cultivation and prepare
waste lands for wet crops and that they will have just cause of complaint if sufficiency of water

v

cannot be supplied to them.

PR
S - Lt ¥

(A true Extract and Copy.) R S e
(Signed) J. D. SIM,
» dcting S’ecretvary‘.r ‘

———— .

Minute by the Superintending Engineer, Southern Circle s

ES

on the Ponairy Channel in Trichi-’
nopoly District. ) S - . o

In submitting to Government the report of Lieutenant Ryves on the present condition of

the Ponairy Channel and the necessity for proceeding with the construction of an under tunnel
across the Murdayaur, I think it necessary to observe that ‘when I concurred in that Officer’s
proposal to extend the head of the Channel above the confluence of the torrent with the Cole-
roon, I considered the tunnel as a sine qud non to success, and that I regard it now as absolute-

ly indispensable.

9, Ifmy original plans had been strictly carried out, the difficulties now complained of
would not have been felt, because the Murdayaur would have discharged itself into the Coleroon
above the Channel head, but the first deviation having been made by Lieutenant Tyrrell, and
the line taken on a higher level than mine, the improvement suggested by Lieutenant Ryves
became very important if not necessary and there is no doubt that the ultimate effect will be

to irrigate a larger extont of land.

3. T think Lieutenant Ryves has acted hastily in recording ‘para. € of his Jetter to the
Collector dated 4th December * that no attempt at cultivation should be made next year -unless
¢ the plan above referred to be carried out and completed before-the end .of May next” -as such
advice is opposed to his previously expressed opinions, although the Tahsildar’s report is
partially contradicted by Mr, Ricketts. But I am not less sensible than he is of the urgent
necessity for completing the tunnel for which the materials are partly ready, and T believe that
further delay will greatly shake the confidence of ‘the ryots not merely in this particular pro-
ject but in the sincerity of the authorities in undertaking it avowedly for "ﬁhe pubkic good, for to
leave a remunerative work like this unfinished argues more ‘than a want of funds for its ‘com-

pletion, and the same principle might lead to general ;mglect of repairss ©° "

4. Tand has been purchased and capital expend‘ed‘von i:he.’fait!h of the sanction of Govern- .

.ament to an undertaking which is on the verge of completion and -which if once abandoned will

not be restored except at great disadvantage, but this ‘s not +the ‘only work in such a predica~

.ment and the popular inference T knew to be highly prejudicial to'the Government,” - TR

.' 5. I do not understand the yeference to ‘an .embankment of the Coleroon to
Rupees for my estimate provided for .all that appeared 'mecessary, nor 4s it shewn ‘howithe
channel can have silted up below the head sluice. . S

Superintending Engineer’s-Office,’
Southern Circle,
Fort Saint George,
29nd December 1857.

(Signed) E. LAWFORD, =
” S Suptg. Eng. Southern Circle.

The Chief Engineer resolves to submit the papers fecorded above for the early favorable - -

.consideration of Government wi
«tunnel across the Murdayaur at & cost of Rupees nine thousand, referred to in Extract Minutes

cost 3,506 )

¢h' his strong recommendation that the construction of the under " -

¢ > -
o le T

PRRE S S

‘Consultation No. 2013, dated 27th October 1857, be sanctioned under the circumstances now set

forth without delay, aad with a record of his respectful opinion that under the strong support of »

the Board of Revenue, the Superintending Eng‘ineef of the ‘Southern 'Ciréle P. W, and the Col-

-

VAR
ciepe Ty

o
1

Jector and District Engineer of Trichinapoly, he would be remiss in discharging the functions of -
his own office were he not to earnestly press upon Government the existing necessity of ‘re-con~’
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sidering their previous decision which not alone practically nullifies the outlay of public fun-ds
to the amount of aboat Rupees (54,000) fifty-four thousand, but inflicts on the lanacd proprie-

tors, a heavy loss, consequent on arrangements and purchases they were not only encouraged but
pressed to make on the faith of Government carrying out to com

pletion the project of improve-
ment they had already commenced,

2. The Chief Engineer is ncither unaware of the present value of public money, nor of
the marked reluctance of the Government of India to make any exception to the general inter-
dict on any further prosecution of works of improvements; but he is under the impression that
in special cases like the present where the good faith of the administration is implicated and where
the suffering parties do not hesitate to publicly allege a breach of good faith, the present ap-

> . - - .
plication for sanction of Rupees (7,018) seven thousand and forty-eight is not only justifiable,
but an act of duty which ke is not at liberty to omit. .

(Signed) C. E.FABER, Colonel,
Clicf Engineer,

—

Ordered in consequence that the following letter be despatched.

From H. FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint Geo
tain H. YULE, Officiating

22nd January 1858, No 117.

No. 34.

rge; to Cap-
Secretary to the Government of India, D. P. W., dated

SIr,

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to forward ¢
munication, and of its enclosures, from the Chief Engineer,
relative to the Ponairy channel in the District of

estimated cost of Rupees 52,952, was sanctioned, among other projects included in the Budget
of 1854-53, in Mr. Beadon’s letter of the 2Gth January 1855, No. 98.

opy ¢f a com-
dated 24th December last, No. 6230,

Trichinopoly, the execution of which, at the

2. On the 19th September last, the Chief Engineer reported the successful opening of this
channel on the 28th July preceding, and stated that the actual expenditure on the work up to
the date of report, was Rupees 54,072, or Rupees 1,120 above the sanctioned amount. He also
reported that a further sum of Rupees 5,928 would be required for the full completion of the
work, being Rupees 7,048 in all, or 13} per cent. above the estimated expenditure,

3. The excess in the expenditure already incurred was attributed by the District Engi-
neer to several causes, but chiefly to the extension of the head of the channel to a point a mile
above the spot first selected ; and the further sum applied for was stated to be required for the
construction of a proposed tunnel, to convey the water of the Coleroon into the cbannel, under
the Marthayar, which brings down salt water and considerable quantities of deposit,
roughly estimated that these improvewments, in the necessity for which the Superintending
neer entirely concurred, would not have exceeded 5 per cent. of the sanctioned expenditur
materials were in consequence collected and Prepared for the construction of the tunnel,
on actual computation of the cost, it was found to be in excess of the rou
hence application was made for the additional amount required,

4. The Right Honorable the Governorin Coun
and the proposed construction of the under-tunnel, t
ditional amount applied for, was in excess of the s
under No. II of the Rules transmitted with

It was
Engi-
e, and

But

gh estimate; and

cil considered the extension of the channel,
o be decided improvements ;

um which this Government ¢
Colonel Baker’s letter of the 1st Ay

as the Government of India had
* From Government of India 4th September 1857, No. 1508,
do do 23th

but as the ad-
ould authorize
gust 1856, and

» in two similar

) » » 4696. Cases previously submitted to them, declined*
) even to authorize the entry of the supplementa]

estimates in the Budget, the Governor in Council had no alternative but

gineer to re-submit the applicati

on, when the existing restriction on e
been removed.

xpenditure should haye

to direct the Chief En..

LY

2 1858. 7
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Fort Sain ) [
MWM

—— .

: jcation for
] . ed his application
. dings now transmitted, the Chief E ngmee? has r;I;ev]v)istrict }Pi:“gineer, the
5. In his Procee ;«;g d has submitted commuaications fromdt' f Revenue, urging, both
7,043, an . d the Board of Rev s
the sum of Rupees 7, ine “Engineer of the Circle, an . ith the construc-
intending “Engin . eding wit €
Collector, the Superinte d -\g;stice to the Ryots, the necessity Of: Proceit is iepresented that the
on grounds of eccnomy, 1an thhout delay. In these commumczlxtxf(‘)nsy y i;lg choked up with silt
. der-tunnel W re the channel from be .
tion of the un ly necessary to preserve . ‘ther delay in the
. . s that further y
;ork is absolutely . s a means of irrigation ded
proposed work 18 2% oon render it useless a T he large sum already expen ]
and deposit, which will sel will inevitably result in the loss of tnred bft pressed to extend their,
construction of med t}untn a; the Ryots have not only been eDCOll:-a °n of wet crops, they will have
that, . aste for the receptio
on the channel, an lands hitherto waste for h £ water
_ epare lands ide a sufficiency of water.
cultimaton ; " t(}))‘i;nf if means are not taken to provide a
. comp!
just cause 0

(; I l R It l t H v . Iy l) eSS. ,' n he
e 1en i i l sensl 18 Of the nec 1t 1 t
O or 1 Councll 18 fu
. £ norab]e the GO ern 'y
!)le\PHl S'a‘e ()f |)ub]]'(‘ aﬂ‘all's, Ofl'estl‘lcting eX])endlfuI'e as much a‘s p ? I I J ’
d]‘l(l". llldf_’ed llecessltv Of lmn]ediate]y com“‘e"ci“g the p\'ol?ose o k’ are afﬁln]ed .0“ suCh‘ str Ong
;;' ()ll]lds ]l d h.p in Council des‘ll‘es me to Suhmlt the Supplel’ﬂental ap.phcad()!l tot IL“'-
tllat hls orasnl '
. { 01’8 f(.)r the Sanction Of the GOEel‘nment Of I“dla.
})E es (, -

L e
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