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\ Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 26th May 1857.
No. 31 Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to H.

FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 8th May 1857, No. 188.

SIR,

It is with much concern that I have to report to you the commission of a very aggravated
and unprovoked assault by Private Lofius, Sub Overseer in the D. P. W., upon the person of
Assistant Overseer Lovejoy when the former was in a state of great excitement produced by
drinking, though there is nothing on record to show that it had been excessive.

2, 1 do myself the honor to report that on these particulars being made known to me, I
immediately directed Private Loftus to be suspended from his employment and to be placed under
arrest, for which latter purpose I have applied for the assistance of the Town Major.

3. The evidence contained in the accompanying original correspondence (tobe obligingly
returned) appears to me sufficient to fully es-

I. Letter from District Engineer Chingleput. . . ’

Ii. " do. from Captain Heathorn. tablish Private Loftus’ unfitness for further

g} g"- from ':)9515'-8"‘ Orverscer LO;'@J'OY- employment in the D. P. W., and I beg leave
. tatement (' 9 0. o . . .

V. do, b);' do. Catchpole, to recommend his immediate dismissal and re-

mand to his Regiment.

4. e was under orders for Malabar at the time when the offence was committed, and it

is only too evident that notwithstanding the severity of the late warning, Private Loftus can only
be restrained within proper bounds by the bonds of Military discipline.

Letter from Lieutenant A. S. BIOI?ERLY, Distrit;:t Engineer of Chingleput; to Colonel C.E.
FABER, Chief Engineer, dated Guindy 8th May 1857.

Sir,

1 have the honor to forward the accompanying letter from Captain Heathorn who at my
request made an investigation of the charge brought by Assistant Overseer Lovejoy against Sub
Overseer Loftus as detailed in his letter of the 3rd Instant, I also have the honor to attach a
statement made by Mr. Lovejoy in writing as I did not wish to detain him, he having been
ordered to Malabar, and a statement signed by Assistant Overseer Catchpole : after a full consi-
deration of the papers, I beg to state that I concur with Captain Heathorn in thinking Sub
Overseer Loftus’ statements as undeserving of the slightest weight.

Letter from Captain J. L. HEATHORN, Executive Engineer; to Lieutenant A. S. MO-
BERLY, District Engineer of Chingleput, dated Camp Mount, 7th May 1857,

No. 14.

Sir,

I do myself the honor to report the result of the investigation made by me at your request
into the conduct of Sub Overseer Loftus. '

On my first making known to Sub Overseer Loftus the charge preferred against him by
M:. Lovejoy, his reply was ¢ It is false, Mr. Lovejoy was drunk and not myself.”

Mr. Lovejoy’s statement appears worthy of every credence. He says Mr. Loftus came to
his quarters about 8 o’clock at night being introduced by Sub Conductor Ewans, and quarrel-
led in consequence of Lovejoy objecting to his proposed arrangements to go to the Western
Coast by steam. e attempted to strike him with a candlestick, and afterwards with a walking
stick, Mr. Lovejoy sent for assistance to the Cutwall, in the meantime Mr. Loftus went away,
and Mr. Lovejoy reported the circumstance to the District Engineer in the morning.

Sub Conductor Ewans states, that he met Mr. Loftus at the Canteen, that he drank a bat-
tle of Beer and a glass of Brandy, but was not drunk. This witness was called at defendant’s

request.
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 26th May 1857. ,

Defendant afterwards acknowledges that Mr. Lovejoy was not drunk. Altogether, Mr. Loftus’

statements throughout are equivocating and undeserving of the slightest weight in his favor.

Sttt e

Letter from Mr. LOVEJOY, Assistant Overseer; to Lieutenant A. S. MOBERLY, the District
Engineer of Chingleput, dated 3rd May 1857.

Sir,

I am exceedingly sorry at being compelled to represent the conduct of a person of the name
of Loftus belonging to Department Public Works who called at my residence on Saturday eve-
ning under the influence of liquor, and behaved in a very unbecoming manner, I sent for the
Cutwall with a view of having him placed in custody, but unfortunately he left before the arrival
of the Constable, I therefore request Sir you will kindly represent his conduct to the Chief Engi-

neer.

Statement of the behaviour of Mr. Loftus on the night of the 2nd May 1857.

1. About 5 minutes before 8 p. M., on the 2nd May 1857, Mr. Loftus, Sub Overseer D. P. W,
called to seeme at my Brother-in-law’s house, Mr. Catchpole, he being a perfect
stranger to Mr. Catchpole and myself. '

I saw upon Mr. Loftus’ arrival he had been drinking, therefore was very cautious regarding
saying anything that might ruffle his temper.

()

3. Mr. Loftus said, I hear you are ordered to proceed to the Malabar Co-ast, 1 answér ed in the

affirmative, he then said I am also going there to have indcpendent chargo at the

Cannanore Ghaut, he then said, you had better come with me to the Chief Encineer and
apply to be sent round by a Steam vessel, to which I answered I did not for:; moment
think such a thing would be granted, he then ina very abrupt manner said, do you
wish to insult me, I answered no, I should be very sorry to do so.

‘4. Mr. Loftus then took the shade from the table and said if you insult me I will dash this
shade into your face, and would have done so if Mrs. Catchpole, my Sister-in-law, had
not have persuaded him to put it down, I then asked Mr. Loftus to leave the house as
my Brother-in-law was very sick and wished to go sleep (I at this time sent for a Consta-
ble with the view of having him taken from the house) to which he answered, do you
know I am an Irishman and will make you repent not taking my advice, he also said I
shall be a Civil Engineer shortly and will laugh at you, I then said, you are mistaken
for I would never allow a person to laugh at me, he then raised his stick and attempted
to strike me on the head but 1 received the blow on my wrist as I raised my arfn to
protect my head. Mr. Loftus then ran towards me and a scuffle took place, I called for
my servants and ordered them to put Mr. Loftus out of the house. ’

5. Mr. Loftus finding himself forcibly put out of the house made use of very bad language to
wards me, and said he should make a complaint against me t . guage to-
then left the place. P © e to the Chief Engineer, he

6th May 1857. (Signed) G. LOVEJOY,

Assistant Overseer, D, P. W.

» 1hereby certify on my word and honor, that I saw Mr. Loftus on Saturday evening at nf
house, and from his conversation and manner in which he came reeling out of the houseg:l th.
verandah, I am fully convinced he was labouring much under the effects of liquor, but * . b

ing near enough to him, I could not swear that he was drunk. e oL be

Saint Thomas’ \Mount,
6th May 1857. }

(Signed) E.CATCHPOLE, . .
... . . . Assistant Qverseer, D, P. W.
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Fort Saint Ge&rge, Public Works Consultation of 26th May 1857.
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No. 32. ORDER THEREON, No. 981; dated 22nd May 1857.

Under the circumstances brought to the notice of Government in the foregoing letter, the
Right Honorable the Governor in Council directs that Private W. Loftus, Sub Overseer, be dis-
missed from the Department of P. W. and remanded to his Regiment.

9. Ordered that the above letter and its enclosures be communicated to the Military De-
partment. o
(Signed) H. FORBES,

Acting Secretary to Government.
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