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* Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 26¢th Ilay 1857,

No. 5. Read ‘the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer ; to H.
FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 27th April 1857, No. 121435.

SIR, -

I have the honor to submit for the information of Government, copy of a letter® recéived
from the District Engineer, Coimbatore, forwarding the Medical
* 5?;2]26'02:1‘35‘]‘"2:‘}' February 1857, case of Corporal Grayson Overseer in the D. P. W., and lately
1 No. 11860, dated 20th April 1857.  employed upon the Jackatallah Barracks works, together with
3 No. 2144, dated 23rd April 1857, copy of a letterf addressed to the Adjutant General of the ‘Army
with that Officers§ reply and with reference thereto have the honor to explain, that I have this
day ordered Corporal Grayson to report himself forthwith to the Surgeon in charge of the Go-
vernment Hospital and to remain there under treatment until arrangements can be concluded

for a Committee to examine, and report upon his fitness for continuing in the service.

2, The District Engi'neer having taken upon himself to direct the Overseer to proceed to,
and report himself to me at Madras, there was no time for my taking measures to set right by a
reference to the Government what may possibly appear an irregularity. The novelty of the case,
no similar one having occurred since the publication of G. O. G. of the 27th January last, like-
wise added to my embarrassment and I thetefore felt it my duty to have the instructions of His
j Excellency the Commander in Chief before submitting Corporal Grayson’s case for the informa-
tion and orders of Government, in order that if, as I have apprehended, Captain Francis had exceed-
ed his authority in directing the Corporal to report himself to me at Madras, I might stand ab-
solved both by Government, and His Excellency the Commander in Chief of anything approaching
to willful endorsement of the irregularity of the District Engineer of Coimbatore.

No. 6. OrpER THEREON, No. 968 ; dated 20th May 1857,

The Chief Engineer submits copies of correspondence having reference to the case of
Corporal Grayson, an Overseer in the Department of Public Works, who he states, was directed
; to report himself at the General Hospital and remain there till the assembling of a Committee to
examine his fitness to continue in the service.

2. Itappearsto the Right Honorable the Governor in Council that the Chief Engineer
does not fully understand the position of his subordinates in the Department of Public Works.
Colonel Faber should remember that all Military men, whether Officers, N on-Commissioned, or
Privates, are placed at the disposal of Government by the Commander in Chief for service in
the D. P. W., and so long as they remain under their orders, it is for Government to decide
what shall be done with them. In the present instance, Mr. Grayson’s case should have been
reported by Captain Francis, to the Chief Engineer who should have reported him as unfit for
! the Department. He would then have him placed at the disposal of the Commander in Chief
, and subject to such further examination as might be necessary with regard to his continuance in
- . the Army. ’

3. The Government observe that Captain Francis was not right in ordering the Overseer
in question to proceed to Madras. Iis proper course was to have reported the case to the Chief
. Engineer and waited for his instructions.

i 4. Asitis evident from the Medical case of Overseer Grayson which accompanied Captain

Francis’ letter of 27th February 1857, that his frequent illness is owing to irregular and intem-

; perate habits of life, the Government direct that his name be struck off the list of the Public
. Works Establishment ; and that he be placed at the disposal of the Commander in Chief.

(Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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