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Tort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 19th May 1857.
e e e e e e e

No.67.  Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
Oth March 1857, No. 734. -

. Read again the following papers.

- .

! . From Government 2Gth June 1836, No. 653, R. D.
. To Chief Engineer . P, W. 220d September 1856, No. 3073.

From Government 2nd December 1836, No. 44, Financial Railway Dezpartment.
From Chief Engineer 25th November in Consultation 17th Dz2cember 1836.
Proceeding to Madras 17th December 1836, No. 4282.
vA after 119. From Government 8th January 1857, No. 42, P. W. D.

+63t From do.  4th February 1857, No. 134, R. D.
, 181. TFrom Madras 9th January in Consultation 4th March 1857, No. 3.

1. The above correspondence refers to the proposition for connecting the salt Depét at
" Madras with the Raiiway in order to lessen the cost of conveying that article in land.

* 2. Atpresent salt is brought by Government from the places of manufacture by Canal to

the Depot at Madras, from whenca parties purchasing it for conveyance by Rail bave to carry it,
at considerable expense to the station. ‘

¥

. 3. The Railway passes over the Canal at a point about 3 mile distant from the Depot, and
Ythe Chicf Lugineer sugzests four differeat modes of attaining the object in view.

4. The first plan is to construct a line of rail to the places of manufacture where salt isnei-
ther stoved nor sold at preseat, the szcond is to convey the salt to the Railway by the Canal hav-
ing a siding at the Bridge where the line passes over the Canal and to lift the sait by a Crane out .
of the boats into the Railway trucks.

5. The Chief Engincer negatives both these plans and the Board concur in his views.

i v 6. The 3rd mode is to construct a new platform or Depot close to the point where the rail-

, way passes over the Canal with a siding from the rail. The Chief Engincer states that if there
was not a platform already constructed and in use, he would give this plan the preference ; but
under existing circumstances he is in favor of the 4th, which is to connect the present platform
with the rail by a short branch line.

+  .7. The 3rd plan would involve an expznsz for buildings, platform, and (the Board presume
. p - P 25 P P

siding also, of about Rupees 43,000. The siding would be about 700

Note. ;g:'::l ﬁﬁ{_’ﬁ::ﬁdffhz yards in length, and the cost of carrying the salt along it would on the

comparsion would Le still present traffic of 22,500 Tons per annum be Rupees 375 at the rates

morec adverse to the 3rd . . .

plan. estimated by the Chiel Engineer. On the other hand to connect the

) present Depot with the rail would require a line of about 1400 yards

and cost about Rupees 33,600 and the expense of carriage at the

same rates and on the same amount of traffic would be 750 Rupees.

Thus the expense in each case would be as follows.

Note. The difference will . Rs.
be still greater if the firsg Srd P]an s ... 46,000.
jtem does not include the 4th “do. ... . 35,600.
nccessary siding. .

Difference... 10,400.

er is double in the latter case what it would be in the

8. The charge for carriage howev
haser and will be but a small per centage of the ex-

 former ; but this will be borne by the purc
- pense he now incurs.

9. The Board having visited the locality and also conferred Personally .with M.r. Car?miad?

- on the subject are led by the information thus gained to concur with the ph\ef Englf\eer in con-

sidering the fourth plan, viz., that of connecting the present platform .Wlth t.he Railway as ﬁie

best under existing circumstances. The consideration which has chiefly influenced them in
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 19th May 1857.

Doard. The opinion given by the firm in their letter to the Secretary to Government dated 19th
1o from Government 4th Feb- January last was probably founded on the supposition that aline from

yusry in Consultation 3rd  the present platform to the Railway would be a work of great expence.

March 1857, Mo, 184 .. The Board are satisfied from experience in other Districts that the con-
struction of a new plaiform would require much longer time than Messrs. Cammiade and Co.,
Lave supposed in para 12 of their letter above referred to, and in fact Mr. A. Cammiade in
his interview with them laid particular stress on saving of time as the great recommendation in
favor of Colonel Faber's suggestion if the measure now proposed will remove one of the obstacles
to the extension of the Salt trade noticed by Messrs. Cammiade and Co.

17. The other main difficulty represented by Messrs. Cammiade and Co., is the heavy
Railway charge ou salt. The Board are not aware on what calculations the_rate fixed for salt
have been determined or whether the Railway Company can affurd to carry it cheaper. The
Doard are not prepared to infer from the mere fact of ordinary carts on the Trunk road compet-
ing successfully with the rail in this branch of traffic that the Railway charge is of necessity
too high, salt is the Chief Article carried in land from Madras, and return carts convey it now
to Arcot for exactly the same sum as the Railway charges to carry it to Amoor only, and the cost
of transit from Amoor tu Arcot with agency charges being thus saved the preference is of course
given to the former mode of conveyance. The return hire of each bandy to Arcot, a distance
of 70 miles, is said to be only 1} Rupces or about 4 pice per mile. It may the Board think be
safely assumed that this rate of hire is not remunerative to the cart owners and that they are
enable to accept it only by the profit derived in the higher rate obtained on their load into
Madras.

18. It is stated by Messrs. Cammiade that the curt men convey back salt at half fare rather
than return empty, and the Board sce no reason to doubt the truth of the assertion. Whether
by any reduction of fare which the Railway Managers can afford to make the competition of the
cartmen could be precluded, the Board have not the means of forming a satisfactory opinion.
They think it probable that until the railroad extends considerably further in laud and greater
facilities ave afforded by the Establishment of agents for tae transfer of goods thereto from the
ordinary means of carriage much of the produce of distant District will continue to be brought
into Madras by carts, and these will of course accept very low fares rather than return empty.
B: this as it may, however, the question is one which the Board do not feel called on to discuss
here.

19. Already owing to the competition of the Railroad the charge for the carriage of salt
into the interior has been reduced 30 per cent, and it is reasonable to suppose that the Managers
of the Railroad will not persist in shutting themselves out from so large an Item of traffic by
maintaining their present rates if it be in their power to reduce them without loss so much as to
secure a Monopoly of it.

(A true Extract.)

(Signed) J..D. SIM,
Acting Secretary.

—————

No. 68. ORDER THEREON, No. 953 ; dated 18th May 1857.

Para. 1. In January 1835, the Board of Revenue Department Public Works requested
sanction for an additional enlargement of the
50f gal¢ Platform near the Elephant gate at Madras.
. This platform had already been enlarged so as
to admit of its holding 9,000 Garce of Salt; and before granting sanction for the further
sum of Rupees 10,360 applied for, the Govern-
ment pointed out that, when the Railway was
opened, the necessity for so large a platform at the Elcphant gate would cease; and that it
would be preferable to construct a platform
at the intersection of the Railway and Cochrane's

" Canal, near the Railway Bridge.

From Sccrctary Board of Bevenue; D. P. W.No. 97
2:rd November 1854,

Extract Minutes Consultation 5th May 1854,

Extract Minutes Consultation, 15th January 1855 No. 30,
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 19th May 1857.
ST NREEReTe :

2, In the spring of 1835, Messr.
th Coilector of Madras,

s. Cammiade and Co., Merchants of Madras, proposed to
enter upon the business of transporting large
quantities of Salt to the interior by Railway for
sale, provided Government would, Ist, lay a

: branch Railway from the Cotaurs to the main
Messrs. Cammiade and Co, to the Secretary to Govern-

. . g H 5
ment K. D. furwarded to the Avent and \lpaeer Madres  lie, and 2ndly, that they would consent to

Railway; trom do. to Consulting Engineer ;ali recorded relax the PLOW&\Ith system, Messts. .Cammiado

in Diary to Revenue Consultation of st July 1856. X !
M:::slrst‘l{‘{unmhde and Co.to Goverument duted 19th  and Co., azain ])l‘OUght the matter to the notice

87 . Yanuary 1857 ;
Ei::&a?lirl\m)(:s Consultaticn No. 85, of 4th Feby. 1857, of Government in January 1857. Their first
Exiract Minutes Consultation 26th June 1636 No. 633, |.+ror was referred to the Consulting Ingineer for
Revenue epartment pars. e e : N p
Exlr:ct .\ﬁnu:cs Consultation 26th June 1856 No, 655, Railways for a report as to Low a branch Rail.
M M ¥ .

Exiract Minutes Consultation 11th August 1856 No, 88, way might be laid to the Platform, and as to

oard of Revenue 4th August 1856 (1o iher the Railway Company woull undertake
No. 2360 the cost of it. Asto aflording fucilities to Mer-

Extract Procecdings B
chants to convey Salt to the interior, Governmeat, after communication with the Board of Re-
1 of the Rowanah system, and authorized the delivery of Salt to

(Interview of Mr. Cnmmiade wi
A h May 1656.

¢ lras to Board 8t )
(F::‘;ltl:;ct?rl‘;i:cl;d'i‘:gs Board of Kevenue 21st May 1856,

No. 1545,

venue, sanctioned a modificatio
Merchants without Cash payments on 2 deposit of valid securities.

ineer replied to the above reference on 18th November last,

From Consulinz Engineer to Government 15th Novem- IFe advf)cated the e}:ca‘ ation of a Bab‘? on the
ber 1856, No. 242. (being observations on a letter from North side of the bridze over Cochrane'’s Canal,

3. The Consulting Eﬁg

P toh 505, N 799 . - .
the Ageut mmd:\.hm%; J}I:ln(s).ﬂzu 3 1835, No. 732) (i a wharf wall ~retai®thr the Railway bauk,
do.  do, para. & “widened so that izHt be brought aleng the

Canal to the bridge, and lifted at once on to the Railway bank, and placed in the wagons standing
there in a siding. Colonel Pears expressed his 1 clief that estimates for carrying out this project
Government, and .statqd that,-in Lis opinion, no

were in course of preparation for submission to _that, it
ty of moring the Salt Cotaurs

decision should be come to until the propricty and practicaAbii‘i'
had been ascertained; fer, in order to make the arrangement proposed gy the Consulting Engineer
complete, it was nccessary that the Cotaurs should be transferred from their present position to
the immediate vicinity of the Railway, and projected Basin north of it.

4. Government directed that this commuaication should be transmitted to the Chief En-

gineer for his report as to what was in progress in his Department on the subject. Colonel

Faber was also requested to state, after communication with the Board, his opinion as to the
propriety of bringing the Cotaurs near the Railway.

5. The attention of the Board of Revenue has been repeatedly® called to the original
o:ders of January 1853, but it was not till the
616 para. 4. a . .
2 Extract Minutes Consultation 26th June 1856 No. 655 9ch of March that their report was received.
A 5. . . N .« .
It embodies, with the. Board’s own opinion,

3 Extract Minutes Consultation Tst Octr. 1856 No. 1050.

4 Extreet M Consultati 3 : 57 No. . .
4?2 para. g e Consutanon 8th January 1857 No. 5 11 report from the Chief Engineer upon

§ Extract Mi i TN . .
xtract Minutes Consultation 4th Feby. 1857 No. 134. 1,6 question, and a rough estimate of the cost

; From Chicf Engineer to Board of Revenue No. 8388 of . .
26th November 1836. of a branch line.

1 Extract Minutes Consaltation 17th June 1853 No.

6. The Railway passes over Cochrane’s Canal at a distance of 1,330 yards from the Govern-
ment Dapét, and Colonel Faber shews that there are four ways in which they may be connected.
The two first plans are condemnned both by the Chief Engineer and the Board, and need not be
touched upon here.

The 3rd mode is to construct a new Platform close to the point where the Railway
passes over the Canal with a siding from the Rail.

The 4th Plan is to connect the present Platform with the Rail by a short branch line.
The first of these mod>s, if adopted, would cost Rupees 46,000, the second Ru-
pees 35,600,

7. The advantages of the last method are that, in addition to its lesser cost, the Branch
could be completed in four or five months, whereas it would require nearly two years to raise a
- mew Platform according to the third method. The only advantage which the latter plan would

possass over the branch line Projcct would be, that owing to greater proximity of the Rail to tke

e - - - - T

R

" Colonel Faber's estimate cocesersacesommensees ooseees 35,633

e et P i i

Fort Saint George, Public IWorks Consultation of 19th May 1857.

P e

Depét, if the Salt were to travel by the siding than by ths branch, to the main line, a small sum
of‘375 would be saved upon the present yearly traflic of 22,500 tons. DBut notwithstanding -
this, as the Board shew‘the expenses of carriage will be greatly decreased if even the fourth
plan be adopted, and the Collector of Madras gives 180 Rupees, and Rupees 123-8 as the
present and future cost of carriage of a 10 Garce heap from Madras .to Amoor. The Govern-

ment entirely agree in the preference given by the Chief Engineer and the B -
the Branch Railway to the Depdt. & e Board of Revenue to

8. In para. 10 the Board mention that it has been suggested to them that a simple and
!ess expensive plan might be adopted by connecting the Railway with the Depot by meafs of :;n
incline at the point where the Railway crosses the Canal, and a Tramway in continuation to th
Depdt. It is observed that an incline, to the north of the Canal bridge, estimated to cost Rupeez

From Agent Madras Railway, to Cunsulting Engineer No, 755 16,000, Wa.s _recomn?ended by Mr. Bruce, but the
of 31st October 1336, pura. 2. .Govemor in Council is of opinion that the object
-in view would not be so w i i
means as by the plans advocated by the Chief Engineer and the Board. wa)ukzilx::;smsf('l :)ic:?;:
force would have to be employed, for it is improbable that the locomotive engines (whiéh if the
branch line project be adoptad will push the wagons up to the Salt heapsothemselves) could
travel upon the Tramway.

9. The Governor in Council fully approves of the precautionary measures su'v';estedb
the Board in para. 11 of their Proceedings, relative to securing all the Government T:nd al {'
the line of the Canal in the neighbourhood of the Railway. They will be pleased to bri frorlllo
subject to the notice of the Collector of Madras. ' rg e

10. The only remaining question to be decided is upon whom is the cost of the branch
line to fall. To assume, as Major Jenkins scems to have done, that private enterprize hc
already failed in securing to the Railway a prospect of any remunerative return froxﬁ the -
riage of Salt, is in the opinion of Government premature. The Consulting Engineer shews :}?r;
the change is being gradually brought about, and that it is unreasonable :o ex;ect that all tl?'
Salt traffic should transfer itself to the Rail at once. The Government believe that, not onl e
will Messrs. Cammiade and Co., take advantage of the construction of the branch line, to tr oo
port Salt to the interior, but that other Merchants will do the same, and when once a De ;:1-5',
thus established at Amoor, or at other stations as the line extends and carts from the interioE; cals
make sure of a return load, it is probable that all goods will be transferred to the Rail at th:t
place, and that carts will cease to come so far as Madras.

ll: Now that the Government have been enabled to come to a decision upon the question
of moving the Cotaurs, Colonel Pears will be requested to report as to what share of the expense |
of the branch, if any, should in fairness be
Major Jenking® 0.  reens . nsoeseroosrorsonn I 39700 borne by the Railway Company. Meanwhile

Differetce ... 2.063 the Chief Engineer will cause careful estimates -

. =—= to be prepared. It is observed that Colonel -
Faber’s estimate of probable cost, and Major J enkins' estimate, which latter is not before Go-
vernment, differ by about 4,100 Rupees. -

(Signed) H. FORBES,

- : Acting Secretary to Government.

The following Minutes are ordered to be recorded.

No. 68 A.  Minute by the Honorable Sir II. C. MONTGOMERY, Barr, dated 23th
March 1857.

1. I am unable to see the superior advantages of the 4th Plan and am inclined to prefer the
3rd, viz. the construction of a new platform close to the point where the Railway passes over
the Canal with a siding from the Rail. There can be no question that this is the most simple plan
that it would be most convenient to the traders, and though very slightly, it would diminish th::
cost of carriage to the interior. '

-
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the Chicf Engincer are, that sucha pint‘&‘rrm wouhg take.g
ranch lin to the preseat Salt stare mizht be finished in
this should be so. The quantity of earth-work cannot be
t required for the platform and the one must

3. The objections raised by
ruction, whereas the b
six months. I cannot understand why !
less in a line of upwards of 1,000 yards than tha
be allowed to settle as well as the other.

years in const

to make it an object to take the one plan

4. The difference of expense is not so.tgreat a: tome very doubtfal wh ether the estimate
in this case 1t seem .
rence to the other, but in this Lt therz i much ta be provided for

considerieg t |
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besides the actual earth-work. I expect the
than No. 3, and not so useful.

No. 68B.  Minute by the Ionorable W. ELLIOT, Esq., dated 27th April 1837.

asion from the plan of improving the approaches to

I expressed my dissent on a former occ
it,onthe gzround of

Railway on the petition of Messrs, Cammiade and Co., for the transport of .
the difficulty of superintending a system of competition in the export of an article the general

sale of swhich, is so heavily protected as that of salt is, by the menopoly.

i i iv i 5 . on large
9. Notwithstanding the encouragement given by the premium of Jper cent 4

tore and the advantage of eacy and rapid transport by Rail, the

urchases at the Govemment S
] who have no such advantages.

Messrs. Cammiade have failed to undersell the petty traders
Doubtless the rate of cart hire cannot long continue solow as it is at present, and sooner m.la!er
the Railway must drive carts off the road, but meantime the Govemmcn't. are cilledr on to incur
a very considerable outlay which for the present at least, will benefit a single I‘tu'm, without ax;y
guarantee that they will sell the salt one fraction cheaper than they are compelled to do by the
competition of the small traders with whom they are apparently on equal terms at present.

3. According to Messrs. Cammiade and Co's. shewing, the facilities offvred by the w:‘orlil
under consideration at their suggesti on, will effect a reduction of charge to the cxtent. of 5 per
cent. and this plus the premium of 5 per cent. on the first wholesale purchase, will give them a
profit of 10 per cent. which will at once give them s large advantage over the petty trl'uk‘l’:‘- _It
is true they magnify the cost of carriage, &e. But these etatements must be rgcewcd with
caution and if report speaks true they are selling more than they allow, without advantage to the

Government or benefit to the consumer, but with large profit to themaclves.
4. 1 think therefore that the experiment affords en additional argument in favor of the
establishment of Inland Depéts by Government. '

5. For if a respectable Firm like that of Cammiade and Co. with all the support of Govern-
ment, cannot afford or are not compclled by coinpetition to under-sell the Native traders
there is little chance of the Iuland consumer being materially benefitted at least for the present.

6. On the °thf9f hand, the | inevitable increase of consum'ption which would follo\:v the
tablishment of Government Depéts selling at a very small advance on the monopoly price W
more than repay the State for the cost of carriage by Rail.
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7. . The Railway which is day by day opening up a larger extent of coru;xtry to commercial
enterprize, offers quite enough encouragement to induce competition in the wholesale supply of
salt to the interior. 'Whenever such competition shall arise, the increase of revenue produced
by increased sales will justify Government in going to additional expence to facilitate the car-
riage of the article. But at present no such call exists.

‘ 8. The establishment of Depéts of Salt along. the line of Railway on behalf of Govern-
ment would also afford good cause for undertaking these subsidiary works.

9. But except under one or other of these contingencies, I confess I see no sufficient
grounds for constructing them at all,

10. If however it be resolved to comply with Messrs. Cammiade’s request, I think the
Chief Engineer's proposal is as good a one as can be adopted.

11. I was under the impression that Salt could be purchased at Ennore which would have
rendered the plan originally proposed by Colonel Pears in communication with Captain Collyer
and the Railway Chief Engineer for hoisting up the Salt for the boats at the point where the Ca-
ral intersects the Rail road by far the best. Butas I find that salt isno longer stored at the place
of manufacture, but must under any circumstances be brought to the platforms in Madras for
that purpose, that proposition is no longer feasible.

No.68 C.  Minute by the Right Honorable the President, dated 15th May 1857.

When these papers were last before me, I confined my views to the directions included in
the Minutes of Consultation, as I looked upon the question before Government as solely one
respecting the merits of diferent plans for connecting the present Salt Cotaurs or new ones with
the Railway.

2. Dut as other points which had been previously discussed have been reverted to, I am
desirous of having the opportunity of recording my views on them. '

3. It appears to me, that the wholesale cost of any article of consumption however great
it may be, can in no way affect the rules or method by which it will be distributed by retailers
throughout the country. 4 ‘

4. The ordinary laws of competition in trade, if they be allowed free scope, must produce
similar results, whether the products be dear or cheap.

5. In the case of Salt, without decidedly objecting to the plan of Goveriment Depbts
" in the interior, I must confess to a strong inclination to allowing the trade to follow the ac-
customed course, '

6. Itis true that a heavy duty is imposed on a necessary of life, but I cannot see that
that circumstance should alter the system of allowing the trade to take its own course.

7. Ttisright and proper that Government should adopt measures for facilitating the'
transit of Salt and with that view the Tramway or junction Rail (suggested certainly by Messrs.
Camniiade,) has been proposed, but it must be remembered that it is in no way intended to be
employed solely for their profit, but will, when finished be open to all. persons, who may wish to
enter un the trade, or to Government if they should determine to establish Depdts along the line.

8. If it behoves Government to render Salt cheaper to the people, the shortest course to
adopt would be to lower the duty, if it is to undertake the distribution, it is incumbent on it to
disseminate it impartially throughout the country charging an additional price for the cost of car-
riage, &c. ' ’
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1 Lelieve on trial has invariably been s
traders will always supply itself at a
Tho latest information that I have
that the Railway has driven
uld eventually be the case,

the question to 2 points which
that the public through private
a Government can.
n Madras and Amoor, i,

d, as it was pretty certain wo

9. This really brings
decided in one way, that is,
cheaper rate and more satisfactorily tha
received respecting the Salt trade betwee
or has almost driven the carts off the roa
7 large profits or not, [ have no means of

e are making
advantage which capital an. 1

possibly gaining the
but which will most surely be reduced in a very

fair Limits—which a well managed Lusiness

10. Whether Messrs. Cammiad
knowing ; if they are, they are for the moment
enterprize will always ensuré to some extent,
short time by competition, if the profits exceed the

may expect.
11. I should be sorry to interfere with a trade which is just commencing (the I\mlw”

has not yet been open twelve months,) and I think all that is incumbent ou Government is to
take care that free access is given to the Cotaurs and to the use of the J““"“O“ Rail to all
purchasers of Salt and that accommodation is afforded to all impar tial \ly. for earrying their Salt

on the Railway.
' (Signed) HARRIS. ;
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