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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 4th August 1857.

B

No. 33.  Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engincer; to H.~
FORBES, Esq., Acting Sceretary to Government, dated 2nd January 1857, No. 263..

SIR, . , , .

, I do myself the honor to report, with reference to para. 3 of the Extract Minutes Consulta-
tion No. 2286 of the 10th Ultimo, that after giving the whole subject my most careful consideration,
I have been led to the conclusion that more good than harm may reasonably be expected from the
permission of Government to District Enginecrs to be guided by circumstances and personal
specialties in the organization cf their office establishments, provided always that the aggregate
money amount is never exceeded, and that the reasons assigned for any deviation from the allot-
ted salaries be considered satisfactory and suflicicnt either by Government or by the Chief En-
gincer. I am of opinion that cases may frequently occur when a more effective officc may be
composed and business may Le better done by adding to the pay of particular parties and making
corresponding deductions from that of others.. With the direct personal responsibility to
which a District Engineer is subject, I should expect that the necessity of a faithful monthly
return exhibiting the nambers, names, and salaries of the employees would be found a suflicient
guarantee for the exercise of a wise and sound discretion in making any deviations from the pay-
ments 12id -down in the Government scale, and these latter would still form the rule and the
aberrations the exception.

2, TIn regard to the grant of a travelling allowance, the more consideration that I give to
the subject, the less reason do I find for withholding a compensation from the lower class of the
Department of Public Works, which is already granted to the higher. With the close resem-
blange in duty between the future Executive and the present Revenue Departments, it would
certainly seem an invidious distinction, that whilst the latter are allowed travelling batta on cir<
cuit in ratio with their salaries, the former should be put the increased expense and discomfort
of chango of place, withant any ecampenaation. Qimnlated illness or domestic pretexts are to be ex-
pected, unless similar consideration be shewn to the subordinate as to the superior classes of the
D. P. W. and when it is known that in_ the Bengal Presidency a uniform addition of 1% of net
salary is made to all oflice servants whilst on circuit, it would seem as if analogy and reasoning
were all in favor of travelling batta being granted, particularly as the normal rates of pay are
plainly not more than what is fairly due to the qualifications expected. I would venture how-
ever to urge that whatever be the practice elsewhere, there should be conformity in the Madras
Presidency. _ ‘

3. I beg leave to forward a transcript of the reply of the District Engineer of Coimbatore,
to an Extract from my Proceedings forwarding the orders of Government, for any further ob-

servations he might be desirous of submitting. )

N 3

B R T

N A

-
“«

s

No. 3%  From Licutenant Colonel R. STRACHEY, Under Sc-cretary to the Government of
India; to A. R. YOUNG, Esq., Sccretary to the Government of Bengal, dated the
30th June 1857, No. 3169. . -

SIR, . .

In reply to your office letter No. 981 of the 20th Instant, I have the honor to inform you
that it has been decided by the Government, that the office establishments of Exccutive Engt
neers or other Public Works Officers when absent from their fixed Stations on duty in Camp
shall draw (% of their salaries as traveiling allowance to cover all charges, and that no additiona
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10
milcage allowance has been sanctioned. .

ond. These travelling allowances will be drawn only under the check of the Chieﬁ" or Super
intending Engineer, as directed in this oflice communication No, 2308, dated 16th May 1856.

LA i TR0,

it .l..z

'NOD 11210 ’ '
Copy forwarded to the Officiating Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, i1
continuation of this Office letter, No. 985, dated 20th Ultimo.
By order of the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal.

Tort William, the (Signed) ED. LUSHINGTON,
Ath July 1857. Officiating Assistant Secrelary
to the Government of Bengal.
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In his letter of the 2nd January last, the Chicf Engineer submitted two recommendations : ) L ’ o . . L H
for the consideration and orders of Governmcn(z ; first that District Enginccr should be allowed | - - ; . . 1
to alter the details of their office establi§llm0nt from time tq time, providad the total were nog : @ . . i e A . 3%
exceeded, subject to the approval either of Government or of the Chief“Engiuccr; sccondly, that | L ( . s (; Q Q() @.‘% A C—Q f 4 . . &
office servants of the Engincer Department should be allowed travelling batta, when on circuit, : /bo oWne 2 AN ¥4 . S
Colonel Faber submitted these propositions after fyu)] considcration_ of the subject, with reference . L [
to the remarks of Goovernment in Extract Minutes Consultatioy 10th December 1856, No. 2286, ;
2. Asto the first of these recommend

ations,
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February 1856, No. 663,
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hand scems to contemplate frequent changes according to the diseretion of {he local Officers, not : ’ I
depending on the permanent requirments of the office] but on g0 supposed relative merits of "
particular servants. Independently of the fact that such a system would b opposed to the jie
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