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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 4th August 1857.
WWW’W' ——r~—r~
No.29.  Read the following Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, in the Military De-

partment, dated 3rd July 1857.

® .
Read the following letter from Colonel F. A, REID, Quarter Master General of the Army 3 to
Colonel C. A. BROWNE, Secretary to Government, Military Department, dated 29th
June 1857, No. 233.
P SIR, )
I have the honor, by order of the Provincial Commander-in-Chief to solicit the attention of

Government to the following observations, on the subject of conservancy, in order that, that

measure, may be carried to completion, or else that the execution of it should be postponed

partially or entirely.

2, After many months of tedious and laborious coirespondence, with Conservancy Commit<
tees at up country stations, I was enabled to submit to Government the report contained in my
letter, dated 13th October last, No. 167. The scheme therein expanded and the system therein
proposed, were both in conformity with the measures suggested in my letter to Government,
dated Gth December 18355, and with the orders of Government in Extract Minutes Consultatior’x
dated 4th February 1856, on the above letter. .

3. But the orders passed by Governmentin the P. W. D., dated 22nd January 1857
No. 158, and in Extract Minutes Consultation in the Military Department, dated 27th Idem,
No. 502, do in so many ways differ from the orders previously passed, as to make it necessary
that a correspondence on many of the topics connected with conservancy should be re-openeci
with Committees; these making it more difficult than ever; by undoing much that has been
or by doing it in a different manner, to arrive at a definite §tage on the proceedings.

done,

4. The difficulty thus created would not, however, have been shrunk from, had not
another circumstance arisen, which made it expedient to pause before a second effort was made
to carry out the orders of Government,

5. The circumstance which induced this delay, was the scheme entertained by the Coms
mander-in-Chief and since sanctioned by Government, for the Concentration of the Army by the
abolition of detached posts. The execution of these intentions would have, in many cases ma-
terially altered, the Plans and estimates and establishments required by some Cantonments, whose
limits would have to be enlarged or altered, according to the altered circumstances of the dis-

tribution of the Army.

G. In some cases, it is true that no alteration in the Plans and estimates, would have been
needed because no alteration in the boundary of such Cantonments was proposed or ordered, but
as the whole of the estimates for every Cantonment would have to be included in the forthcom-
ing Dudget, it was deemed needless to procecd with only part. e

= 1f the Government should decide in postponing the Conservaney scheme, the provincial

(s

Commander-in-Chief would suggest that the work of repairs to roads &c. in Cantonments, should
be carried on as heretofore, by the P. W. D,, in communication with the Staff Officer at each
station, and that an establishment of Scavengers or water Carts as may be preferred should be

allowed for every Cantonment, Garrisoned by Troops of this Presidency.

Referred to the Department Public Works.
By Order.
(Signed) C. A. BROWNE, Colonel,

Secretary to Government,

.

OrbLR THEREOY, No. 1478 ; dated 30th July 1857, ' |

s letter, referred to this depariment with the fore-
1s of Government, dated 22ad January

No. 30.

'The object of the Quarter Master General’

going Extract, is to obtain a re-consideration of the orde
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last, No. 157, preseribing the mode in which Public Works are to be carried out in Military Can-
tonments, viz. at the suggestion of Conservancy Committees, but under the Exceutive control of
the District Engincers.  Colonel Reid submits two points; one, that those instructions are ot
variance with 'tl:e earlier orders of the 4th February 1855, passed in the Military ].)vpnrtmcnt,

thereby causing difliculty and change of practice ; the other, that the rcccntl) approved plan
of concentrating troops will vary the circumstances of many Cantonments, causing perliaps change
of plans, limits, &e. Itis suzgested, that in the event of the Government deciding on the post-
poncment of the Conservancy scheme, the work in Cantonments be carried on as heretofore by
the Public Works Departiment, in communication with the Station Stafl Officer.

2, It is hardly nccessary to remark that the later orders of the 22ad January last are the
result of further consideration ; and that the principle on which they are founded mnst be car-
ried out, to accord with that uniform system on which Public Works are conducted in this Pre-
sidency, as well as in order to secure professional supervision. It is notnccessary, however, to
pass any fresh orders at present, for in para. 9 of Extract Minutes Consultation, nd May last,
No. 851, the Goverament called for the opinion of all Officers Commanding Military Canton-
ments, on an arrangement which had occurred to them, of detaching an intelligent Overseer as
the Executive Agent in each Cantonment, in preference to the Station Staff Oflicer, who can-
not be expected in every casc to possess that professional knowledge and experience, requisite
for the execation of Public Works. Until the replies of Cantonment Commanding Oflicers are

placed before Government, they defer passing orders on the present reference from the Quarter
Master General.

(Sizned) II. FORBES,
Acting Secrctary to Government,
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