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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 4th August 1857.
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No. 18.  Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Enginéer; to H
FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 29th July 1857, No, 2506.

Sir,

| Agreeably to the orders of Government communicated verbally by you that a further re-
' duction in the D. P. W., beyond that effected by the (azette Extraordinary of the 18th Instant,

/
. 1,—3rd Class Executive Engineer . 400 is conside 3 .
i Office establishment g 150 . T redh necessary  to thmoughly carry
550 into effect the in i i i :
2,—4th Class do. . 600 nstructions of His Lordship
Oftice establishment . veveres 208 the Governor General of India in Council un-
: T 808 :
2 Assistant Execative Engineers..... 400 der date 3rd July 1857, No. 3263, I have duly
’ Oftico establishment  «vveeveeccvccseresvvrses 138 -
-~ - sa3s prepared a second or supplementary list shew-
G. Taylor, Esq. and do. 669 . . -
15 QOversecrs at lupees 83 g a further retrenchment (mcluding Mr.
Do, officcat n» 27 Geor L. . ’
. 1,680 eorge Taylor, Covenanted Civil Engineer) of E‘
) £

11 Asst do. at ) O UUUUPOUOV b |
Do. office at 5, 27 .oevecrieinnne

s e am . 8 . b N ' .
— L ——

e Tl
Per mensem  ae.eeemrencinennes 5,31

£ §

vereen 63, T11%

making with the former reduction...2,90,952

3,54,696

[y —————

207 1,007 LRUPEES.ciiiiiiiiiie i,

a total of Rupees .oocoevvivnnennnnenn

Ter annum «..iveceenrecvss oo

2. T now do myself the honor to transmit with this list the draft of a Notification for sub-
mission to the Right Ilonorable the Governor in Council, but having thus endeavoured to meet
B A ST e the views of (Yovernment to the best of my power, I cannot conceal my apprehensions of the re-

AR IR AN S e sult of these serious reductions on the land Revenue dependent on works of irrigation, which "

TSI O e,

TR 2 AT AT forms so large a proportion of the resources of this Presidency. .

i

3. 'The Notification of the 18th July involved the withdrawal of so large a number of

d Officers and Subordinates that it is doubtful whether those still retained will be

experience
able to exccute the nceessary repairs of Tanks, Annicuts and Channels scattered over the country =
)

which are essential to their security and which now belong exclusively to this Department; but
the removal of the persons included in this the second list must inevitably entail the greatest
diflicultics and lcad to the comparative neglect of works, the failure of which would produce

) heavier losses than can be compensated by any reduction of establishment.

. f Sl 4. Under these explanations, I shall I am sure be held free from the responsibility belong-
o ,a,ﬁ oty Te ing to my position, if in such circumstances as the occurrence of heavy monsoons and inunda- .
oy U tions, the Dzpartment under my control be found unequal to the duties that will then devolve
on it, or if the consequences of such natural and by no means unusual events chould prove des- )
tructive alike of the wealth of the people and of the State.
of India will doubtless give their full consideration to the fundamental
Madras system of Public Works and will appreciate the
from the almost total annihilation of the recently formed

5. The Government
change so recently carried out in the
disturbance and doubt that must ensuc

' establishment.

i I SR
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G. My carnest and respectful application therefore is that the reductions contemplated in
the supplementary list now submitted may be permitted to remain in abeyance until the deplora-
os of further retrenchment, applying as it would do to the best,

ble and disastrous consequeace
ablest and most experienced members of the Department, shall have received the deliberate con-

sideration of the Government of India.
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‘ w. Tt is to be admitted however that the East Coast Canal Department and the Garrison .
Engincer’s Department can be suppressed without the general Revenues of the Presidency being
directly affected, however much such reductions are to be deprecated on other grounds.
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i Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of dth August 1857,

Mw
tter be despntched.
" From L. FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government of

Colonel W, E. BAKER, Secrctary to the Governme
1857, No. 1473,

No.19.  Ovdered in consequence that the following le

Fort Saint George; to
ot of India, dated g0uh July

‘ SIR,

On the 25th Instant, I had the honor to address you by desire of the Right Honorable the
] Governor in Council, in reply to your letter of the 3rd Instant, conveying the instruction of the
4 Government of India for the stoppage of all Public Works excepting

Military Works, and
absolutely necessary repairs, and for the reduction of the Public Works Department, | inform.
ed you that orders had been issued at once in accordance with the wishes of the Governor General
in Council, and that reductions to the annual amount of Rupces 290,952 had been already
effected, and that whatever further reductions might be needed t

o bring the expense of the De-
partment within the limit of three quarters of its sanctioned amount, would he adopted by this
1. Government, ' '

2. Instructions were given to the Chicf Engincer in accordance with t

Right Ionorable the Governor in Council, and Colonel Faber has submitt
detailed measures he would recommend for adoption, if the orders of the Government of India,
are to be applied in their integrity to the Presidency of Fort Saint George,

. Colonel Faber makes a representation that the Department over which he presides will be whol] y
‘ unable to carry on even the ordinary and absolutely nccessary repairs, with an Establishment re-
. duced asis proposed, and that the Revenues of the country must accordingly suffer i consequence.

his resolution of the
cd a statement of the

but at the same time

. 3. In the 3rd para. of your letter of the Srd Instant, it is said to be the wish of the Govern-
- ment of Indja, that the expenditure on repairs should “be kept down to the lowest possible
amount consistent with the sccurity of the works, or buildings in_ charge of the Publie Works
. Officers,” and this Government will be prepared to carry out these orders, even literally, if such

] should be the intention of the Governor General in Council,
3 Governmeﬁt of India how infinitely more numecrous in this Presidc.ncy.are the works upon which
Revenue depends, than are public buildings or .works ?f communication, and that the finances
will inevitably suffer if such works be not kept in repair, No danger to the safet
ing channel inay result from its bed being left uncleared, but the land depen.dex
gation must necessarily be left uncultivated, if the head of the- channel b? 80 silt
from the parent source shall not be able to enter. ;\Ian_v.m'stanccs might be.adduf:ed .to she.w
that, if in Madras, repairs to irrigation works, are s'tnctly .Iumted to such as wxllmax.ntam their
stability, heavy pecuniary loss must incvitablly and immediately be felt, :

But I am instructed to remind the

yof an irrigat-
1t on it for irri-
ed up, that water

»

' 4. The Government of Fort Saint George is very fully sensible of the position in which
‘«J the Government of India is placed, and of the urgent necessity for eco

nomy, and is prepared to
re, but the Governor in
er discussion, as far ag they
ing that financial embarass-

i act fully in the spirit of all instructions for a restriction in expendi.tu
Council is of opinion that the literal f.ulﬁlmcnt of the orders now und
refer to repairs of irrigation works, will have the very e.ﬂ'cct of increas
ment, which it is the desire of the Government of India to abate,

5. Independent of the argument which I have endeavored above to state,
before the Governor General in Council the views entertained by this Governm
tical effect of so sudden and absolute a cessation of Public, Works,
to which I am now referring, . .

ent of the poli.
88 is implied in the despatel

6. The Government of India will be well aware that the disaffe
exhibited in the Bengal Presidency has not extended to Madras,
believe that, with the mass of the people uneducated, and the r}mans
on public affairs extremely limited, the inhabitants of this I’resnd'cncy are but very im.pcrfcctly
acquainted with late occurrences in the North West o.f Im!m. The rumors which thc_y
may however have heard, will receive distinct confirmation, if a total cessation of public

ration which always
a conviction that the

ction which has been lately
and will be prepared to
of obtaining information

expenditure should betray the necessities of the State, and the exagge
attends on imperfect information, will magnify the rcal evil, and lead to
* British Government is in very serious peril.

I am also to lay .

" supply by violence,

"duce in

PR

' j 1857.
{ ltation of 4th August
i Public Works Consu
* Fort Saint George, :
i se of the evil that will
impressed with a sense o
: rnment of Madras are imp . vl
T e o of the laboring population being suddenly thrown ouhg oft]el l“ ;li
. : g ' _ '
ot mqs(: eans cf support, there is too much reason to feal:li I?t wg i
m 3 ey P " ‘ea -
;Stoi::nts of themselves and their families, and that t};'e);1 mt ' z 1to i)l;tro
N i < -antage of the times, -
: i to take advantage
i arty who might desire
. in the hands of any p ' le e
o umentsthese Provinces the anarchy which prevails elsew '
to |

result from a very 1
deprived of their ace

S 34 y i 1 / l’lt Of India that
h Vie ] ‘I am to l‘equest t}lat ou “'111 lnfolm the GO‘ ernme .
8. Under these y

omno il i ini st absolute necessity
H ble the Governor in Council is of opinion that unless a mo

i ra t ab

the nght

1 thi 51 should be allowed to
I rdinary repairs of the irrigatlon worki of this Prclemizzlca); e medand ol
prev ts, the o f Public Works should n uced
reven > d that the Department 4]
as usual, an

5 . 1439, : o
in my letter of the 25th Instant, No

proceed
reported

. Pending the . totl
’ f Government in the Chief Engineer’s

rece]])t ()' a ]e])ly to tlns Jmunlcatl Tl, t T dllC p p under the
. con Q lle e tion pro ose(] d h

. . . .
letter which is enclosed, will not be carried ou
order o
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