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- Fort Saine George, Public Works Consultation of 4th August 18«;’“'\&«
a .

No. 16. Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer: to H
A M ° ' ’
FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated Gth July 1857, No. 1814,

SIR,
I have the honor to é?l'w‘al'd, Ié‘or 'submxssfion to Government, two letters received from the
istrict Engineer of Coimbato hich were i .

1 Letter (original) from tho ;o ; 3 od o re, “lnc}l were intended to furnish the
District Ensincer Coimba- ormation called for by Government in para. 4 of Extract from the
tors No. 99, dated 23rd 1 Y OnS H T e o . o .
M Toe7, Mmute.s of Consultation No. 787, dated 25th April 1857, respecting

1 dOI J.{,,_ INO. 108, dated  the period passed by each Officer of the Public Works Department
13th June 1857, : : .. s . N .

in the Coimbatore District, on the Hills in 18356, and the necessity of

1 Statem<nt. .
their stay on the IIills on each occasion.

2. The letters are No. 99, dated 23rd May, and No. 108, dated 13th June.

3. The first explains that the District Engineer is not in the habit of sending Officers to
the IIills nor are they in the habit of procceding thither from stations in the low country
except when he has occasion to give them particular verbal instructions or enter into personal
discussions with them. With the sccond letter is furnished a list shewing the number of days
each Officer in the District was on the Ilills during the oflicial year 1855-57.

4. The information now afforded, thoush not exactly that called for by Government, will,
it is trusted, supply all that is required to enable Government to come to a decision on the re-
commendation made by the Superintending Engineer Southern Circle in his letter No. 94,
dated 18th March, to the effect that every Officer, should in his turn proceed to the Hills.

No. 17. ORDER THEREON, No. 1472; dated 20th .Tuly 1857.

In reporting his inspection of the works on the Cauvery and Bhowany rivers in Coimbatore,

® See the Chicf Engincer's Proceedings dated 25th March the Superlntendmg Engmeer Soutl.lern Div-iSion
1857, No. 11300, recommended* that every Exccutive Engineer
in the District, save the Officer in charge of the

his tour of duty in the low country. With re-

Barracks at Jackatallah, should by turns, take
ference to this recommendation the Chief En-

fl“i:;fr?gc,.hlmutes Consultation dated 25th April 1857, gineer was requestedf to obtain from Captain
Francis, and submit to GGovernment, a return,

shewing the number of days each Officer of the Public Works Department was in the District
and on the Iills, the causes of their stay on the IIills, and the daties on which they were em-

ployed.
Before meeiing this requisition, Colonel Faber, in his letter of the 1st May 1857 No. 4,
strongly protested against the Superintending Engineer’s proposition, as being diametrically op-
osed to one of the fundamental practical rules of the Public Works Department. Ie dilated
1ge of all Officers of the Department from one charge to

on the evil effects arising from a char
another, and especially of those connected with the Neilgherry range of the Coimbatore District’s
d thatno restriction should be placed on the District Engineer as to the mode

The Government, in Ixtract Minutes Consultation dated 1Gth
¢ receipt of the report called for from the District Engi-
cer in the past year, they would take the Chief

(1]
~

and reccommende
of employing his executives.
May 1857 No. 917, stated that on th
ncer, of the time spent on the Iills by each Offi
Engincer's remarks into consideration,

3 In reference to the requisition adverted toinp
rwards two others, dated 23rd May and 13th June,
In the first it is explained that Captain Francis’ Subordinate Officers are not in

1 visits to the Neilgherry Iills, but that they occasionally proceed
ons from him in case of his office being located there.
the Hills is short, and that they bave not

g P T e el ; . : } ara 2, Colonel Faber, with his letter above
16"_‘7 r‘t) SR .w"“ g : : N J - PR - ; _ wob :' v R s TCCOl'dCd, fo from the District Engineer of
. ; gy ' l L . ‘Coimbatore.
the habit of paying periodica
to that station to receive verbal instrueti
It is further stated that the period of their stay on
been engaged on any work there.

ther letter is enclosed a Tabular Statement of the period passed by each officer

4. Intheo
Trom this Statement some of the Officers appear to have

“on the Ilills during the year 1856-57.
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Lort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 44 August 1857,
e e

remained for a long time on the I1ills, appzncm]y without any duty to attend to, except receiv-

e s e e rar = S s = s s = 4 s o e

“ing verbal instructions from the District I zineer.  To this may in part be attributed the want

of proper supcrvision on the works in Coimbatore generally, which were lately reported upon as
being unsatisfactory, particularly the Bridge at Sult\munmlum.

3. The Government entirely coneur in the views of the Chief Enzinecr contained in Lis
letter of the Ist May, against the proposal of Major Lawford, that the L\ocutl\e Ingineers in the
District should take by rotation their tour of duty in the low country ; a measure which would
involve periodical changes of Officers in the superintendence of works in cach range. It is de-
sirable that each Officer should have the control of the works in his own range, so that he alone
may be responsible for their proper exceution. The Government are unwilling to place any
restriction on the District Enginzer of Colinbatore, and the 'y therefore leave it to his discretion
in the employment of his Txecutiv es, to make such arrangements as he may find neeessary for
an eflicient supervision of the works in the District.

6. The docket on the two lotters from the Dis trict Bagincer of Colm batare, submitted by

“the Chicf Engineer with his letter above recorde «d, 15 on the wrony sulu, and Colonel Faber is

requested to call the attention of that Oflicer to the proper mode of nmkm'r it.

(Signed) 11 FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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