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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 21st July 1857.
e e

No. 22, Read the following letter from Colonel W. E. BAKER, Secretary to the Govern-
- ment of India; to H. FORBES, Lsq., Acting Secretary to the Government of Fort
Saint George, dated Fort William, the 3rd July 1857, No, 8265. |

SIRr,

In forwarding for the guidance of the Right Honorable the Governor of Madras in Council,
the accompanying Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of India, in the Financial
Department, No. 2603, dated 27th Ultimo, I am directed, at the same time, to transmit copy of
an Extract which has been made in this office from the Budget of the current official year received
with your letter No. 462, dated 12th March, which will give an idea of the description of works
which alone appear to the Goyernment of India, necessary to be carried on, it being considered
that all others should be at once suspended, Iam however to add, that while this selection of
works is not intended to be absolutely binding on the Government of Madras on the one hand,
on the other it is not to be understood as giving any authority to continue works the necessity
for which is not absolute, and that the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council depends
upon the Government of Madras acting without any reservation in the spirit of the resolution in
regard to the temporary limitation of expenditure on Public Works now ordered in the Financial
Department.

2. Inregard to. the sums set down opposite the “ works of improvement,” amounting to
Rupees nine lacs and seventy-nine thousand, it is to be understood that this amount represents
the estimated probable expenditure up to the date on which the suspension of these works
may take place from the st May last, and conveys no authority to expend that sum if it has not
already been laid out. The stoppage of all such works is for the present to be wunderstood as
absolute, and to take place immediately.

- 3. With reference to repairs, Lhe_sum set down in the Budget has been reduced on the
consideration that there will be some repairs which, though generally advisable, may without
risk, be deferred for the present, and it will be understood that a strict watch is to be main-
tained upon this Dbranch of the Public- Works expenditure with a view to its being

kept down to the lowest possible amount which is consistent with the security of the works or.

buildings in charge of the Public Works Officers. Where any repair can be deferred, it must
be put ofl as long as possible having due regard to the real security and stability of each separate
class of structure.

4, The charge for gstablishments, I am directed to observe, must be reduced by one-foarth
at least. The Right Honorable the Governor General in Council will not attempt to point out
how this may be effected, but the necessity being absolute, the end must be attained in one way
or another. His Lordship in Council would merely observe that the temporary remand to their
Corps of Officers and Soldiers of the Artillery, Cavalry, or Infuntry employed in the Department
of Public Works, would appear to be one of the first steps that would suggest itself, leaving the
Officers of the Corps of Engineers, and the Civil Engineers regularly in the service of the Go-
vernment to carry on the duties of the Department. The services of persons in the Lower sub-
ordinate establishments, and of those attached to office establishments generally, who have
hitherto been employed on works which will be suspended under these orders, or who otherwise
are not absolutely necessary for carrying out the works that will remain under construction, may
be summarily dispensed with, v

Lxtract from the Proceedings of the Right Ilonorable the Governor General in Council, in the

Financial Department, under date the 27th June 18537, No. 2G03.

REsorution.—Having regard to the Financial position of the Government, the Righ.t Ho-
norable the Governor (veneral in Council considers it expedient that all Public Works of every
description, except works in the Military Decpartment and inexpensive works of a very urgent
nature, should forthwith be stopped atall the Presidencies, and that the Establishments of the
Public Works Department should, without delay, be reduced to the lowest possible scale.
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1372 ; dated 17th July 1857.

Ordered that a copy of the above letter and of its two enclosures be forwarded to the Chief
with a request that he will give his immediate attention to the orders of the Govern-
d in view to their being carried out without any delay.

ORDER THEREON, No.

Oniered i
| No. 23.
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9. The Chief Engineer will make the nece
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Engineers and report to Gov

3. Ordered that a copy of the above letter an
Departments and to the Accountant Greneral.

Doood i e “ He will furnish a statement shewing the works which it will be prop
o ) , R L » ‘ limitations prescribed by the Government of India, and one shewing the names of the Military s
r T ’ ' u T B Officers and Subordinates who may be remanded to their Regiments as well as others on the '
‘ . Y / e | establishment whose services may be dispensed with in view to effecting the. reduction contem-
’ ' ! plated in para. 4 of Colonel Baker’s letter.
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