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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 19th May,1857.

~——

No. 20. Read the following letter from Colonel C. E..FABER, Chief.Engineer ; to H.
FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 16th April 1857, No. 11710. .

SIr,
. Thave the honor to forward for the information of Goévernment a Petition from certain
* No. 649 dated 1st April bullockmen of Salem, with regard to the Salem and Yercaud cattle
1857, ghaut together with the report® of the District Engineer of Salem on
the subject. . .

2. The Petition was referred to me for disposal by Government on the 20th March 1857,
and has therefore been before Government already. As itis fully dealt with by the District
Engineer, I need not repeat the expressions of his satisfactory report, I will therefore. confine.
myself to rccommending that the District Engineer of Salem be directed to submit an estimate-*
for the improvement of the lower half of the ghaut which he acknowledges to be at present too -

narrow for the traffic.

3. Ihardly suppose that 1,000 Rupees for the expenditure of which he requests sanction
will do more than allow of the execution of a few useful, but minor improvements, and of re-
pairs rendered necessary by want of skill and discretion on the part of the cattle drivers. I would
however state that I am of opinion that even in this way it may be at once profitably expended,
and that the sanction of this amouat, viz., Rupees (1000) one thousand, immediately is on this

account, desirable,

No. 21. ORDER THEREON, No. 931 ; dated 14th May 1857.

On the 20th March last, the Government referred for the early attention and disposal of the
Chief Engineer, a Petition from certain bullockmen of Salem, complaining of the present state of
the Salem and Yercaud cattle ghaut. With his present letter, Colonel Faber submits one from
the District Engineer of Salem, reporting upon this Petition, accompanied by his own observa-
tions.

2,. From this report, the Government observe that the defects complained of in connection
with the ghaut are attributable more to the carelessness and want of skill on the part of the
bullockmen themselves, than to any imperfections in the construction of the ghaut, as was re=
presented by them. The District Engineer of Salem however admits that * the lower half
“ of the ghaut, though not in bad order, is certainly dangerously narrow in many parts, and
“ rocky,” and strongly supports the prayer of the Petitioners that a sum of Rupees-1,000 may.
be sanctioned for expenditure on this portion of the ghaut.

3. The Chief Engineer on the other hand suggests that estimates should be called for,
for the improvement of the lower half of the ghaut, which the District Engineer acknowledges
to be too narrow for the traffic, and recommends that the sum now applied for may be imme-
diately sanctioned, to allow of the execution of the minor improvements and repairs * rendered
necessary by want of skill and discretion on the part of the cattle drivers.”

4. The Government observe that the cattle ghaut in question has been already provided
with a maintenance allowance of 420 Rupees, in the Extract Minutes of Consultation dated 16th
January 1836, No. 70, and it appears unnecessary to give so large a sum as 1,000 Rupees for
the minor improvements and repairs suggested by the Chief Engineer. The Government direct
that an estimate for the widening and general improvement of the lower portion of the ghait,-
. and for such repairs as may be considered necessary, be called for, and submitted for™the sanc-
tion of Government. v

(Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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