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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 19th May 1857.

No. 9. Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer ; to H.
- FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 23rd March 1857, No. 11211.

Sir,
I have the honor, to forward for the ‘consideration of Government, a letter No. 28, dated
Srd March from the District Engineer of South Arcot, on the subject of the increased costs of
bridges constructed, and to be constructed, over four rivers, on the road from Tindevanum to
Trinomally, o
2. The District Engineer states of two of these bridges, that they have been completed,
and that the amounts estimated and expended, were as follows,

, Estimated. Expenditure,
Bridge over the Tondyaur... ... .. 1636 11 5 2187 20
" Do. over the Toorinjeelaur... ... 1308 9 2 1688 14 9

—

2945 4 7 3816 0 9

The Expenditure on these two bridges, exceeding the sum of the two Estimates, by Rupees

950-12-2.

3. The original Estimates for these works, appear to have been prepared without suffici-
ent attention to details, the bricks in Chunam work for the piers, was entered together with that
for the arches under one heading, and but one rate, and that a low one was allowed for these
different descriptions of work, no allowance was moreover made for plastering for which a separate
item should always be entered in Estimates for bridges the item for bailing and excavating
foundations, and raising approaches, was also t:oo low, and the same mistake of including several

works under one item, was here again made. ;'

4. These remarks are illustrated by the accompanying Comparative Statement shewing the -
original Estimate for the third or Ginjee bridge, by the side of that which ought to have been
prepared, and submitted previous to the commencement of the work, for completing which the
District Engineer now submits a supplementary Estimate ‘amounting to Rupees (8,600) three
thousand, six hundred. :

5. The fourth bridge, is across the Veeragaunity, the Estimate for which will not it ap-
pears be exceeded.

6. I have now to recommend, that the District Engineer be allowed to complete the Gin-
Jee bridge, at an additional  expence of Rupees (3,600) three thousand, and six hundred and to
request the sanction of Government for the same.

7. The additional amount of Rupees 930-12-2, expténded on the Tondiyaur, and Toorin-
Jeelaur bridges, also requires the Sanction of Government for the reasons stated, the cost of these
works is undoubtedly moderate, and it is to be regretted that the errors in the original Estimate,
should have occurred as they tend to make it appear, that the bridges are expensive ones.

-

Sanctioned by Government in Extract _8' It may be as well that I state j be
Miautes Consuliation No. 91, dated original Estimates for these bridges w. -
24th February 1855. ‘
late Board of Works and not through th

.
— .
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: . : a (‘ Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 19¢h May 1857.

4 SRPRPR I S P e

. . £ m Y 5555____5;-;‘”” : - . | | g J 7

g g s l& o8 EE i:_t"‘a B : § . ; 3 No. 10. ORDER THEREON, No. 925 ; dated 14th May 1857.

j '§ é .——’——«————‘—‘a E ré §§ § 2 § g § :o: § . ;5’ : " With this le?ter, the Chief Engineer forwards one from the District Engineer of South
& < B 3= = |lew| @) TR ; ‘ . Arcot on the subject of the undermentioned four bridges on the road from Tindivanum to Tri-
g _ — T : : ,_<°2 T ! nomally, constructed and in course of construction, under the sanction granted in Minutes of
5 ,g R : S § B i Consultation of the 24th February 1853, No. 91. )
, oy e Piitii i i & 5 5
§ g™ : : : : ‘E]: % ’ Bridge over the Tondyaur river.
X . & R H o« Do, Toorinjeelaur do.
‘ S e i F B ) < Do.  Gingee do.
§ & ¥9§ il : : 4 | ! ' 3 Do. Varaganutty do.
b 2 LiRRRE | .
i ig ;:?': R@ : ' © : z’ 2. The first two of these bridges are reported to have been completed at an outlay exceeding
* s g i@l TN <3 gl "?: ‘ﬁ ‘ ) Eetim Exoondit £ " the estimates by Rupees 931 as shewn in the
9 8 i % R g 3 : ED i [ i * Log.ed fxpenditure  BXCES:  margin ; qr}d this excess is su?ted to have been
: S Ziigiiiii %oy @ j Tmirbridgeo 1061 4 3 cawsed, mainly by fhe insufficiency of therates,
1 = g s §iiiim: g 5@ « i : otal R o pyv — and. other errors in the first estimates. The
s PEEE-BE Pig i 2 § : i - ———,'-’—'—'?A__j—d_ Chief Engineer applies for sanction for the
: 3. e ’g R g i g 3 : , ! | ~— - additional expenditure; but this does not ap-
s *«é Ad 8 'g.g R Ri & g! | t pear to be necessary now that the bridges have been completed; and that Officer will therefore
"2 o] e i e g8 tgt = - § ' ; E be directed to submit bills for the works, when the necessary sanction will be accorded by the
- i = 53%‘2 FERE 5 L& ’ i '. Government. *
< - ® "B 8t g = , - .
-1 = g | SogEehePEl @ g | -. :
e 2 < E‘a.: § § :n,’:é. §§ 3 2':, } 3. The defects pointed out in the two estimates above noticed, are stated to exist in a
‘ g Fg ,% § :’;‘ E §‘- E‘E % g"é ] a §_ , : greater degree jn that for the third or Gingee bridge; and the Chief Engineer illustrates the same
% 5 8 Fg BSnna a z by a Cqmparative Statement, shewing the estimate at first submitted for the work, and t%xqt
S . S which ought to have been prepared. The latter amounts to Rupees 8,008, from which being
Z = 8 § ! ' deducted Rupees 4,408 the amount formerly sanctioned, there remains a sum of Rupees 3,600
"3 § =] ) i , for which sanction is now solicited in view to the completion of theé bridge.
- v = I . : e
3Ie MR I -] 4, The estimates in question are reported to have been pre-
v % 2 ‘é & e REE ) : * Letter dated 2208 Jaonary 1805 pared by Lieutenant Hessey, and were laid before* Government
. i 2 % . 2= ég § ) ‘ : ] by the late Boa};d of Public Works, and the Right Honorable the Governorin Council must
T 2 < |3 = "l <« ‘ i ! express his surprize that the errors now pointed out were not detected in the Board’s Office, more
3 g — - % t especially as the estimates appear to have been there subjected to revision. It would serve no
E z ’g 'g : i ‘: z g useful purpose however at the present moment to call for explanation on the subject; and as the
? 8 e I | % ; necessity for the additional expenditure of Rupees 3,600, required for completing the Gingee
’§ Saq i ’ E bridge, is obvious, application will be made to the Government of India for sanction to the outlay,
¢ 4 > 3 L 1 ; the same being in excess of that which this Government can
= S Y A ; X 1E. M. C. 28th Avg. 1836, o 1340,y pi0n unde: No. 1 of the Rules communicated with Colonel
. ‘ 8 < % ] ; | Baker’s lettert of 1st August 1836,
- J 3 3 ot N ‘, i
o 3 - HE ! . 5. No orders are called for in respect to the fourth bridge across the Veeraganutty, as the
J ﬁ? % g . g‘ _é : P 2 " ? work, it is stated, will be completed within the estimated amount.
« 8311881 T fo : :
: ’ gg 5 ' g‘..?. ] i3 Q" N 8,. { i . 6. In passing these orders, the attention of Government has been directed to a very incon-
L =3 2iig8git £R § g P e N A ! | venient practice prevailing in the Department of Public Works, viz. that of sending up for sanc-
R S . - .M gﬁ%”‘é 3 % % E’g‘ﬂ z i . tion, estimates prepared two or three, or perhaps more years prior to their submission to Govern-
S ® 2 B 8% ‘gé P g % CRF . » : ? ment. Such estimates, it need hardly be observed, cannot generally exhibit a correct approxi-
SR § g 4 .Z 35 gii - tg = 3 8: B’ .. ) ; * ma.tion to the expenditure which the proposed work will involve. The wages of labor and the
A e <R 3 - §-E_§ i o"_a - hg o Ecg { ! | price of materials must be expected to vary, and estimates become useless if not acted on at the
o ‘é - ; %,,—E ..’g .§ - ',3 § : & “ g ;'2 3 : ‘ time they are made. The Government direct that, should occasion arise to make use of docu-
- 8 _g,n e g,.gs_g ® e g 202 & P! Cs.g : | ments of this description for the future, they be invariably subjected to a careful revision, and
- B & ET:’ g § g‘ 55 B zi .% g g aé 1; i altered if necessary, in accordance with actual current prices and the present rates of labor. .
e =Rl g.g '35 g;‘.Q‘éN (3,5 7 ! )

\: ] i:n z:o P w» . ;E g / r (Signed) H. FORBES,

o . , B é CE)/’ | Acting Secrete
L 5 —t N ! '
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Fort Saint Gnge, Public TVorks Consultation of 19th May 1857.

No. 11. Ordered in consequen.ce that the following letter be despatched.

From . FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George to Lieute-
nant Colonel W. E. BAKER, Secretary to the Government of India, D. P, W., dated
- 14th May 1857, No. 926.

Sir,

The Budget of 1835-56, contained an item for four Bridges on the road from Tindivanum
to Trinomally in the District of South Arcot viz., over the Tondyaur, Tooringeelaur, Gingee
and Varaganutty rivers, estimated at Rupees 10,998, and sanctxoned by this Government on the
24th February 1855.

2. The first two of the above bridges were estimated at Rupees 1,637 and 1,508 respect-
tively, but the Chief Engineer has now reported that the works were completed at a cost of
Rupees 2,187 and 1,689, or Rupees 931 in excess of the estimates. This excess is stated to
have been caused mainly by insufficiency of the rates and other errorsin the first estimates.
Bills for the works have been called for, which on their receipt will be sanctioned by Govern-
ment. The fourth bridge across the Varaganutty, it is stated, will be completed within the
estimated amount.

3. Itisonly in respect to the third or Gingee bridge that this Government have now
occasion to address the Government of India. The defects pointed outin the two estimates
above noticed are stated to exist in a greater degree in that submitted for this bridge, and the
Chief Engineer illustrates the same by a comparative statement, (a copy of which accompanies)
shewing the estimate at first forwarded for the work, and that which ought to have been prepar-
ed. The latter amounts to Rupees 8,008, from which being deducted Rupees 4,408, the
amount formerly sanctioned, there remains a sum of Rupees 3,600, for which the Chief Engineer,
now solicits sanction, in view to the completion of the bridge.

4. The estimates referred toare reported to have been prepared by Licutenant Hessey,
and were laid before Government by the late Board of Public Works, in whose office the errors
now pointed out ought certainly to have been detected. It would serve no useful purpose
however at the present moment to call for explanation on the subject, and as the necessity
for the additional expenditure of Rupees 3,600 required for completing the Gingee bridge is
obvious, I am directed to solicit the early sanction of the Government of India to the outlay,
the same being in excess of that which this Government can sanction, under No. I of the
Rules communicated in your letter of the 1st August 1856, No. 3603,
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