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. iopinion that it would have been more becominz in him to have given the information requested,

Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 23th April 1857.

£
;
.
;

fo.7+.  Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Chief Engineer, dated 4th
' April 1857, No. 11566, . ~

, " Read the following letter from the Sui;erint_e_nding Engineer Southern Circle.

; "~ {IIecre enter March 24th 1857, No. 98.) ’

From the District Engineer‘fl'anjore. '

"~ ( Do. . do. 26th  do. 1022)

Iy
{

! Resolved, with reference to Extract Minutes Consultation No. 474, dated 14th Aarch 1857,
0 forward copy of Major Lawford’s letter above recorded, for the information of the Right
flonorable the Governor in Council, and that a transcript of the communication dated 26th
Ultimo, from the District Engineer of Tanjore, requesting sanction for Rupees (100) authorized
by the Superintending Engineer Southern Circle, for employing lascars for taking levels for'a
project for making the Agunda Cauvery, navigable as a part of the line, of navigation between
Trichinopoly, and Tanjore, be also submitted for the favorable consideration and early orders of
Government: ’ ’

4
H

£
f

(Signed) C. E. FABER, Colonel,
‘ . Chief Engineer.
No. 73. - ORDER THEREON, No. 782 ; dated 23th April 1857.

" With these proceedings, the Chief Engineer submits copies of two letters to his address,

J‘n
.
i

— e ~ o o P < . - T

the one from Major Lawford, Superintending Engineer of the Central Circle, the other from
Major Birdwood, the District Engineer of Tanjore, both referring to the measures to be adopted |
to render more perfect the water communication between Trichinopoly and Tanjore.

2, In Extract Minutes Consultation of the 27th January 1857 No. 197, paras. 4 and 5, _
the Government desired the Chief Engineer to instruct the District Engineer to make a com-
‘plete and systematic r.eporr..on the rivers in Tanjore, as respects their navigable capabilities, im-
mediately to inspect the Cutchamangalam dam, and to send up an estimate for the construction
“of a lock, or other means of passage for boats, so as to open a water communication between i
" Tanjore and Trichinopoly, two of the largest towns in the South of India.

* 3. To the communicaticn made in consequence of this order Major Lawford replied on the
*16th of February, that from many years experience, he was enabled to say that the Vennaur, in ‘
'which is the Cutchamangalam dam, could not be made navigable to the West of Tanjore, and
that therefore, with a view to open the water communication, he proposed to improve the
;Anunda Cavery which branches from the Vennaur at Cutchamangalam, and carry it to the Vud-
davaur at Tanjore, taking a channel also from Cutchamangalam westward to the Vennaur head,
and thence to Trichinopoly. For the expense of taking the levels for these works, Major Law-
‘ford asked for sanction for Rupees 200. ’

f 4. In Extract Minutes Consultation of the “14th of March No. 474, the Government
required to know the purpose for which-this sum was required, as the work, it was particularly

said; would be performed by Officers of the Department, they also questioned the necessity for a‘g

‘channel from the Vennaur head to Trichinopoly, since, as the Vennaur takes off from the Cavery,
and the Cavery is navigable, the object of a Canal parallel to the river was not at once apparent.

, 5. Major Lawford now informs the Chief Engineer that the plans and estimates for the
' work will be made by Assistant Surveyor Downes, and by Sub Overseer Hayes, and he expresses
his willingness to pay all the expenses himself, if his demand for funds should be deemed unrea-
‘sonable. Major Lawford still omits to say for what funds are required, when a series of levels
are to be taken by the Officers of the Public Works Department, and the Government are of

‘than to assume, as he does, that the Government wish to put upon him the expense of a purely
spublicwork, e e e -——--~‘—~J




Fort Saint George, Pubhc IVorks Consultation of 28th April 1837

o~

6. As regards the necessity for a Canal from the Vennaur head to Trichinopaly, Major
Lawford is not very explicit, he explains that there is a line of navigation by the Cavery and
Cadamoorty to Cundioor, three miles from Tanjore, and adds that, if that is considered suffi-
cient, he will not urge another, but it was not to the navigation East of the Cutchamangalam dam,
that the question of Government referred, but to the proposal to take a Canal from that dam
to the Vennaur head and thence to Trichinopoly ; the Cavery from the Vennaur head to Trichi-
nopoly, it was remarked was navigable already, and the necessity for a Canal side by side with
the river was what the Govemment requxred explanation upon.

7. Major Lawford must endeavour to understand that the Government may demand such
explanations from its Officers, without being charged

by them with indifference to the schemes for public
improvements which may be laid before them,

Superintending Engineer to Chief Engineer para. 4,

8. The Government will not withhold their sanction to the expenditure of 100 Rupees
solicited by the District Engineer for the survey referred to above, but they still desire that the
object of the expenditure may be communicated to them.

9. The Chief Engineer has overlooked the error into whrch Major Birdwood has fallen in
mistaking the Agunda Cavery for the Anundacavery. :

(Signed) IH. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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