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Fort Saint George, Public Works Cons'ult.ation of 238th April 7185*7.

| No.5. ' Read the following leftter from H. B, IUDDLESTON, Esq., Civil Engineer; to H.
. FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government of Fort Saiut Geor«re, dated
Masuhpatam, 20th March 1857. ) ’ ‘ .

P

Sir, . : :
In aanowIedmno the Mmutes of Consultafion under date 21st March 1807 No. o..4 I beg
to express myself sermble of the consideration shewn me, and I have the honor herewith to
enclose a statement for the consideration of the Right Honorable the Governor in, Council of .
what has occurred, my motive for doing so is that hitherto 1 have been totally unheard and I
think a perusal of this statement will convince his Lordship that the Court of enquiry which
I have now the honor to apply for is a matter of justice.

Copié; of a correspondence Official and private between Mr. HUDDLESTON and Captain ORR.

Letter from Mr. HUDDLESTON and Captain ORR, in reply to instructions from Captain Orr,
' to repalr the CKurch at Masulipatam accompamed by an Estimate for that wark and -

written after examination of the building.

" Official letter No. L , s
To Captain C A. ORR Civil Envrrnﬂer, Kistnah vaxswn B,zoarah

- SIR,

) I do myself the hénor, in acknowledvemo' the receipt of a copy of estimate and instructions

to repair Saint Mary's church Masuhpatam, to inform you that I at once inspected the roof to
ascertain the scaffolding and other things required to carry out your orders and then proceeded
to the Arsenal to view the timber and plant of that establishmant, which proved quite inade-
quate to the requxrements of the case. I ther commenced a sécond examination to find the
exact condition of the wood and see whether or not I could scarp the beams and only remove
the decayed portions. This however proved a failure and but developed the ‘entire degay of
the tie beams in question and led me to a similar examination of the other ones, as ‘also of the
Principals, King and Queen posts and struts, These 1 regret to state with the exception of one
Principal, and a Queen post, are all decayed vnd require moving without delay. This however is
not the extent of damage, about one half of the rafters and one third of the cgiling joists are quite
gone, many of the latfer crumbling under my feet whilst walking. over them. There aré two
principal -causes to be assigned for this deplorable. state of affairs.” Firstly. .The “roof has been
allowed fo remain in a leaky condition for some time. Thus permitting the rain to penétrate and
soften the hard Redwcod beams which in that state had been attacked by the white ants whose
depredations had extended from them to the ceiling joists ‘and roof timbers generally. Secondly.
The roof which is peculiarly well put together has no means whatever provided for ventilation
between the boarded ceiling and loft of roof causing a most intense heat and hterally baking the
wood to a cinder, much of which is like half burnt charcoal.” This has been a very great oversxcrht
and has done much to bring about the result now reported. The present condition of the roof
. is such that its stability could not be guaranteed for one day, and I have the honor to request
your instructions for its immediate removal to prevent serious damage to the Church in case of a
sudden gale or heavy rain bringing i it down. I'would at the same time suggest the followmo' plan.
Removing the entire roof prevmusly storeing up the Church,and after a careful examination of
the timber, select such as can again be used and then submit an’estimate for the difference of
money required as in its present state no accurate estimate can be formed or the extent of damage
ascertained. - Much of the Pewing isin a decayed state near the floor from rot and requireé restor-
:ing. This could be effected ‘out of the pieces of wood found good in the roof and of too short a
. lenoth for use in the new one at the expense of the cooly only. In conclusmn, I have the honor -

to draw your partxcular attention to this bulldmO' as delay may be fatal to it and necessitate the

- construction of a new fabrlc. -

- - I (Swned) Bia B HUDDLE%TON
' ' ‘ s Civil Engzneer.




|
L
|
!
\
i
|
3
«
o
!

Y
X
»

L RS DA 2R A Yo T R T, YT
’ PR - =" L

I "7 Fort Saint ( George, Pubhc IVorks Consultaiir?r[ &"58111 Aprzl '1857

'
[
|

‘Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 28¢K April 1857.

E e

Captain Orr - wrote. stating , he had forwarded my Jetter to the Chlef Lngmeer and would
ommumcate further with me on receiving that Officer’s instructions, Shortly . after haumr'
eceived these instructions, Captam Orr wrote to me that he would come himself and with me
nspect the Church and while.in Bunder would stay-at my house. We went to the church
iccompanied by Mr. Surveyer Ottmann to whom Captain Orr entlre]y addressed himself after

. the inspection with me had convinced him of the inadequacy of the first estimate. The adoption
of such a course could not. fail to convince me of Captain Orr’s chagyin had it s1mply ended
Lere but accompamed as it was by a marked and supercilous rudeness the more cutting !
that it was of that passive nature hardly admitting of notice, galling to me ‘and most , apparent

to the two gentlemen then present the Reverend M. N. Stone the Chaplain and Lieutenant
Moore the Commissariat Officer' to whom I would fearlessly appeal for corroboration. On
leaving the Church Captain Orr informed me that he had ordered Mr. Surveyor Ottmann :
to revise and alter the estimate previously sent to me and which I had reported , inade- |
quate. We then returned home, The day following Captain'Orr informed me that it was his wish 3
that I should proceed into the District. Whilst walking in my compound with Captain Orr and !
speaking about my proposed removal forthwith to the Delta Talooks he stated he did not see;
‘how he could act otherwise, Colonel Faber having written him to employ me there being shortl
"of Officers, and had requested that Major Stow (about to join) should be employed, out of con= |
sideration for his family at Bunder. The reasons given by me to Captain Orr for wishing to‘
- remain, were, 1 was so ill as to be unfit for work and then m the Doctor’s hands who would’
cerufy my inability. Having been put to a very expensnve march when removed from Arcot I
: wished to have an opportunity of sellmg my furniture &c. to the Reglment shortly expected'

Prwatf letter No. 1.
Private letter from Mr. HUDDLESTO\T to Captain ORR, dated 4th November 1856.

"My Dear CAPTAIN Onn,

I have delayed writing earlier fearing the impulse of the momentmight betray me into say-
ing anythmfr wounding to your fee]mvs but after a careful consideration of the circumstances
and in justice to myself I feel called npon to draw your attention to the very wounding and hard
* expressions you made use of tome personaﬂy as ‘well as to the other members of my profeasxon
in this country, when staying with us on Saturday last. The topic of conversation between us*
1 feel sure you will now think did not call for such contemptuous language, more particularly
considering your position as my superior and whilst honouring us with your company. Believing
that a hasty impulse induced your conduct I trust you will not allow me to remain in doubt for
want of an explanation or permit the existence of any feeling that could militate awamst a zea-

lous discharge of my public duties.

B T reap "

(ngned) -H. B. HUDDLESTON, -
"Civil Engineer.,

. Private letter No. 2
Private letter from Captam CHARLES A. ORR ; to Mr. H. B. HUDDLESTO\T dated 7th
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seems to me that your letter of the 4th, which'I received yesterday, was unnecessary, since I -
cannot say more than I then did, except to add that nothing that was ‘said by either of us can
make any difference in my sentiments towards you.

" and for which 1should have no usein the District. My wish was the same as.when I had . _ November 1856.
'.written him stating I. was anxious to take up the Delta Talooks and would be most happy [ ‘ My Dear M. HuDDLESTON
“and tha aéTy :‘;ﬂ{)h Pel'“;l(;ted 11:)0 5 h Capt;'ﬂn Ore stted it ddd e ool mith hlm B j> As bef . z:tm from you on Sat,urday evening I expressed my regret 1f any thmb had
g " and that Colonel Faber would not be content the subject was mentione again, when = s belore p g
’ how little we know about India before coming oat andjhad differcnt idcas of the ,way in lejfcl: f’ ‘3 fallen from me, elther rude or hurtful to your feelmgs, in reply to the dlsparagmg, and, con-
\ we should be employed, having no idea that we should have to march about, which had we known, 8§ X sidering to whom you were addressing, the very extraordinary terms in which you were pleased
would have had a great welrrht on our decision in leaving England also. I had hoped to have . N j j to speak of the professional quahﬁcatlons and performances of the corps to which I belong, it

received an appointment similar to those held by Mr. Merrall, Mr. Dopping and Mr. I\Ioncmeﬂ'
. Captain Orr tumed round and in a most sneering and coutemptuous way asked .me - what" I’
supposed I was sent_out for? and on mentioning what I believed to be the fact, viz. astipulation-
" made on the removal of the charter by the Queen s Government that the English system of En.!
_ gineering should be introduced into India in accordance with the report of Mr. Bourdillon and }
 others. * Captain Orr without giving me time to finish my sentence commenced an attack upon,
~English Civil - Engineers and myself in particular disparaging and ridiculing the body, statmcr
that there might be some amongst them of ability but as yet not one had been sent out to thls
. country and that Hon’ble John repented his bargain and we had no need to flatter ourselves tha
we were wanted or that they would wish to retain our services,-at the same time turning his fac&
almost into mine and asking did I suppose I knew more of English Enfrmeenno than he did 2 ’
and that'did he not know much more of it than I did ? and if I thoucht Haoan’ble. J ohn wished ta
retain my valuable services, I had better tender my resignation and try him and he could assureI
- me they would be but too glad. to accept it. Captain Orr continued to get more-and mor
- excited and poured out a torrent of gibes' sneers and abuse in the same strain for a quartej

Private letter Nb. 3.
anate letter from Mr. H. B. HUDDLESTON to Captaln CHARLES A ORR, dated lOth
November 1856 .

MY DEear CAPTAIN Oxn, ' .

Tn' acknowledgmrr your letter received on the 8th I beg to"say -that havmg written ‘down
immediately on your leaving my house the conversation if not in the exact words “certainly in'a
manner conveying the meaning and spirit of what was said on both sides, on reperusal of my notes
and on carefully recalling all that then occurred I cannot recollect one disparaging or ‘extraordi-
nary term used by me with regard to yourself or the corps to which you belong, I shall there-

e e AP s e et e it Tt T v AT
. .

~of anhour at least and concluded with a panegyric upon the corps to- which he belonged fore feel obliged if you will inform me as nearly as possible in my own words what terms you,
' taunting me to name their equals among English Engineers, "during -, -all' this time I nenheg : believed me to have used, if unable to recall them to your mind I will not withold a copy of my
- said or did any thing bemg struck dumb with astonishment to see. and . here my superlo; ' : : notes for your perusal The regret you beheve you expressed at partma left me under the impres-
"act in such a manner to one under his orders and at-whose house.he was -nominally :a . sion that it was a simplé acknowledgment on your part of being rude without any allusion'to my °
guest. The lanrruave and conduct of Captam Orr went far beyond anything I had ever before ha : . feelings, which had it been so I-should have been sorry to have made the occurence a subject of
* the misfortune to witness. As regarded my own qualification I considered .it quite unnecessa ' correspondence. - .

" to say any thing as he had a convincing proof in' the Bunder Church roof whether I knew mj
‘ business or not whlch proved him clearly wrong and myself right and this in mY opinion had } m<
duced Captain Orr s extraordinary behaviour. After some time havmg recovered himself Captauj
| Orr said I must have thought him very rude just now but when - I touched. -upon such a subjec
1 must expect it, he then called his bearers, wished the ladies (who were then expecting him t¢
dmner) and myself good evening and left us all in utter astonishment, | . 3

Private letter No.'4. -
Captaln ORR’ S reply to letter No, 3, dated Bezoarah 13th NOVember 1856.

. "My DEear Mr. HuppLESTON, . )
"As I have sald all T beheve is beﬁttmrr on the subJect concemmf' whxch you Leep up a
correspondence and perhaps more than was ‘necessary under the circumstances you must really
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of

- excuse my declining to enter with another discussion with you regarding the correctness or

* otherwise of our respective recollections of the conversation referred to, . * . ‘
‘ : : j

i

>

- o (Signed) CHARLES A. ORR,

: Upon this private coneél;bndence T abstain from further comment than that the bold avowal
in it to me personally proved the inexpediency of further reply and induced my application to
. the Chief Enginer for removal to the Godavery, Division which proved unsuccessful. The esti-
‘;mé.te Captain Orr had desired -Mr; Ottmann to make ev'entually reached me with an official
' memo. from Captain Orr desiring me to carry out the work to which I replied as follows, = -

| : o Official letter No. 2. o
From H, B. HUDDLESTON, Esq.,Civil Engineer ; to Capraiy C. A. ORR, Civil Engineer
- in charge Kristnah Division Bezoarah, dated Camp Masulipatam 7th January 1857,

SIR, - _ .

; ‘In acknowledging the receipt of copie’sA of estimate for St. Mary’s Church Masulipatam and

. Extract Minutes of Consultation- No. 2419, dated the 23rd December 1856 with your own in-
"strnctions eppended thereto dated Bezoarah 5th January 1857 I have the honor to inform you
[that for the following reasons I respectfully decline to assume charge of a work from which I have-
{not been officially removed. ) n ;

~ On the 24th of September 1856 I received a true copy of St. Mary’s Church estimate with
your instructions to carry out the same, of which I then assumed charge and having examined

{ the Church on the 24th and 27th of the same month, reported upon its condition in letter No.

'11 dated the Ist October 1836, resulting in your personally inspecting it on the 31st October.
_for the purpose of ascertaining the exact extent of required repairs in accordance with my report
i up to which date all communications on thé subject and arrangements regarding it had been en.
| trusted to mie. ) ;

i The marked disrespect with which you treated me and my opinion during this examination

! in the presence of other Gentlemen led me to believe that your manner fowards me either plainly
, shewed your disapprobation of my report, or my incompetency to judge of what was necessary,
. which latter was ¢onfirmed in my mind and most probably in the minds of those present, by yow
, ordering Mr. Surveyor Ottmann to prepare. the amended estimate. Having requested permis-
i sion to do it myself, you refused stating you had ordered Mr. Ottmann to do so and send it
; through my Office when finished, Mr. Ottmann since informs me you received it direct from him.
: These facts together with your final request that I should at once proceed to Guntoor giving up the
" works entrusted to me here (to the charge of which you would appoint some one else) and con<

cluding with your expressions of contempt for me and my profession, which became a subject of
3 correspondence ‘between us.ending with your refusal to apologize leaves me no other course to
i adopt with respect to reassuming-charge of a work in which [ have been most unofficially treated.’
I In conclusif)n I have the honor to state that I am unable to vouch for the correctness of Mr,
' Surveyor Ottmann’s Estimate as it did niot pass through my Officé and I am therefore édmpelled.
; to refuse ta};ing the responsibility of carrying it out, - =~ - - B
s . .

| R : ' S
i - Thisletter hasbeen deemed grossly insubordinate. Asyet I have had no hearine or oppor-;
i tunity of explanation and I would now beg attention to the extenuations I have to oﬁ%r. In the.
- concluding sentence of para. 1, I decline to assume charge of a work from which I have not
. been officially removed. My object here was not to decline carrying out a- work which I was
i ordered to do by my superior Officer, but to insist that on our then terms all intercourse be.
,: tween myself and Captain Orr, should have the safeguard of official correspondence, in which
courteous language is ne¢essary. In the concluding para. of my letter I respectfully refuse to\'
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 28th April 1857.
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take the responsibility of carrying it out. Nor in this again was it my intention to commit,
the insubordination of refusing to do the work. It was the responsibility of carrying it out on an
inadequate estimate that I declined and in answer to this letter had I received an order to make
the repairs required on the Church I would have done so, considering this order as rclieving me
of that very responsibility which I declined viz. Thatof exceedingan estimate, which in my
profession I had been taught to consider a matter of great importance. But I would ask when-
I a Civilian find myself treated under the Articles of War, would not any Officer of two years
standing have been shewn, even for insubordination, some grace on the score of inexperience ?
Nay, would not any Commanding Officer have given hima chance of re-considering what he
considered so fatal a letter ; but on the contrary my Commanding Officer taking a diffcrent and
what I must think a harsher view, at once, without forbearance or advice forwards my letter to
ny own destruction, Had he shewn me the construction my words bore I -would gladly have
withdrawn the letter which gave so false animpression of my real meaning. There are many
other extenuating circumstances too long to mention here and much extenuating truth which I.
hope and trust a rigid enquiry may be instituted to elicit..

Masulipatam,
25th March 1857.

No. 6. ORDER THEREON, No. 749 ; dated 22nd April 1857,

1. With the letter above recorded, Mr. H. I5. Huddleston, latel§ a Covenanted Civil Engi-
neer in the service-of Government, submits copies of a torrespondente, partly official and partly
private, between himself and Captain Orr the Engineer of the Kistnah Division, on the subjet

of the repairs to Saint Mary’s Church at Masulipatam, and 4 discussidn which appears to have’

arisen in connection with the work, and solicits that a Court of enquiry may be appointed to
intvestigate the circumstance which led to his removal from the publi¢ service of Gr2vernment.

2. The Government remark that Mr. Huddleston is mistaken in supposing that hitherto he

-has béen totally urheard ; all the papers of which he now sends copies were laid before the Govern-

ment when his refusal to execute the repairs required to Saint Mary’s Church was reported by
the Chief Engineef; arfd it was with a full knowledge of all the circumstances which he now sets
forth in his defence, that the Government came to the determination to remove {1im from the
service. Mr. Huddleston’s request for a Court of enquiry into his conduct is therefore wholly
inadmissible, '

. v

3. Inan Extract from the Minutes of Consultation dlal‘té_d' the 21s¢ March No. 521, the
Government expressed their willingness to allow the Chief Engineer to employ Mr.' Huddleston
temporarily in any Subordinate capacity for which he might consider him fit, but as they now
learn that Colonel Faber is not of opinion that the measure is one calculated for the good of the
public service, they are unwilling to press upon him a measire to which he has strong objections.

4. Considering however that hopes of employment have been held out to M. Huddleston,
and that in his letter of the 6th Ultimo, to the Right Honorable the Governor, he represented
his entire inability to meet the expenses of a return to FEngland, the Government resolve, as a
matter of grace and favor, to allo“" him the sum of Rupees (1,500).one thousand and ﬁve§ hundred,
to be paid to him by the Sub Treasurer, on his producing, dulysigned and attested, an acknow-

ledgment in the form annexed.

I Henry Bogie Huddleston, now residing at o .
in the East Indies, lately employed in the service of the Last India _Company in their Madras
Presidency, as a Civil Engineer, but dismissed and_discharged fro?n such service, in the month
of February last, by the Right Houorable the Governor in Council of FoFt Saint George, under
and pursuant to the provisions and_ authority for that purpose contained in the Dced o.f Cove-
hant bearing date the 7th of January 1835, and made between me the said Henry Bogie Hud-

. ‘dleston of the one part and the said East India Company of the other part and which said dis-

missal, is evidenced by an Extract from the Minutes of Consulfation of the Government of .
Fort Saint George under date the 18th of February 1857, and numbered 327. Do hereby ac-

2)
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Lnowled«e that I have this day received fxom the said East’ Indm Company through their Sub )

lTreasurcr at Fort Saint George aforesaid, asan act of grace and favor on the part of the said

:East India Company, the sum of Company's Rupees one thousand and five hundred,’/

) for the purpose of assisting me in defraying the passage of myself and my fainily from hcnce to /
1857.

Europc, dated thls s " day of

R TN

(Swned) I1. FORBES, )
»
!

\\\.

R e

Acting Secretary to Gowernment
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