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v Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 21st April 1857.

At

No. 147.  Read the following Extract from the Minutes of Consultation in the Military De-
' partment, dated Ist April 1857, No. 1123. :

Read the following letter from Colonel F. A. REID, Quarter Master General of the Army; to
Colonel C. A. BROWNE, Secretary to Govermment, Military Department, date P
31st March 1857, No. 120, ' T o .

SIr,

{
I have the honor by order of His Excellency the Commander in Chief to forward for sub-
mission to Government, copy of the Proceedings of a Court of Enquiry, assembled to investigate
the cause of a fire, which occurred in the Parcherry of the 74th Highlanders at Jackatalla, -

Proceedings of a Court of Enquiry held at Jackatalla on Thursday the twelfth day of February
*"" 1857, by order of Colonel J ohn MacDuff, 74th Highlanders, Commanding, to investigate
into the cause of a fire which took place in the Parcherry, 74th Highlanders, on the night of,

the 11th February 1857. : -

President, _
Lieutenant Colonel J. Monkland, 74th Highlanders,

Members.
Captain J. Falconer, 74th Highlanders. Captain F, I}. Thackeray, 74th Highlanders.

* The Court having assembled pursuant to order proceed to receive evidence regarding the
origin of the Fire. : . .

1st. Evidence.—~DBridget Nelson, wife of Private Robert Nelson of the 74th Highlanders
states. My husband Private Robert Nelson left his room in the Parcherry last night the 11th
Instant about a quarter past eight o’clock to answer his name at Roll Call in the Company bar-
rack room, I was standing outside the Parcherry at the same time, when I discovered smoke issu-
ing from my room, I ran in and discovered the thatch on fire and gave the alarm. I had no fire
in the room at the time, except a lamp burning near the window on a table. I consider that
the fire was caused by the wind blowing through a broken pane of glass inthe window and
driving the window curtain against the flame of the lamp which was within reach of the curtain. '

2nd Evidence—~George Bason, No. 2284 Private in the 74th Highlanders, states. I live in

' the room of the Parcherry next to that of Private Robert Nelson, About a quarter past eight

o'clock on the night of the 11th February 1857, while sitting in my room, I discovered smoke
coming through the thatch, I immediately went into the room occupied by Private Robert Nelson,
I discovered a Cotton box cover on firg which had apparently in some manner, which I cannot
account for, set fire to the roof.

Question by the Court,—When you entered Private R. Nelson’s room did yon discover
a lamp burning, and if so, in what position was it placed.

Answer.—1I did not see a lamp burning nor any light which could have caused the fire.

3rd Evidence.~James Aitkin, 1929 Private in the 74th Highlanders states, about a quarter
past eight o’clock on the night of the 11th February 1857, I heard that the Parcherry was on
fire, on going to look where it was, I found that it was in the room of Private Robert Nelson,
I went there and met Private George Bason at the door, and on going in discovered the roof on
fire, I cannot account for the origin of the fire,as I discovered nothing which could have caused it.

The Court aflter having made every enquiry are unable to collect further evidence as to the
origin of the fire.

‘ Opinion.—The Court having maturely considered the foregoing evidence, are of opinion,
that the fire which occurred in the Parcherry at Jackatallah on the night of the 11th Februarxr
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1837, originated in the room occupied by Private Robert Nelson of the T4th Highlanders, and

was the result of accndent and not of design, | (‘/C:(f' //-(? - // /io -/ 'YJ,\ /ﬁ) . ///A;;}'{EZE«‘;% ‘/é YIUYL rmdévvi

(Signed) G, MONKLAND, Lieut-Colonel, 74th ighlanders,

President. | ) S Z/;:c.é,j cler & e A) /—"“‘ /i/tt«./ /fd‘/’

Jackatallah, } ( » ) J.FALCONER, Captain 74th Highlanders.

12th February 1857 ( » ) F. W. THACKERY, Ceptain 74th Highlanders. ,; i R /L f) ol Ltie / o e éw

Sr—— c——

Approved. . ' | A Bz‘“’ /“// //2"/ ﬂ///‘cu - §

|
( » ) J. MacDUFF, Colonel, 74th Inghlanders. |

. g2 .
(A true Copy) ; U 's-(>//;" /"&z :"\ Yoo A RSN {
( ”» ) H O COVNDLL Captam, [ J//I’ ’ _ ‘ }
Acting Dy, Assistant Quarter ﬂfdster General of the Army. . ; . / v ) h / ;
' 5 \/ c “"’/I‘( //(L/ZC/ l(é':aé/ i
. |

Comxinmicated to Department Public Works. ‘ ’ ' SRR PR R
» ) o r/é} P
(Signed) H. MARSHALL, Lieutenant Colonel,

. - y ’ “) ’ iy / : :
Dy. Secretary to Government, ' ~— /f ¢ ) . 3 /’/
. o< //_’, (’Ci(’ / L 3P/ /¢/v¢2¢¢ —z/tt—flz//“ ,l;
. .o .o . A Y ™ N\ /

No. 148. - Oknm THEREON, No. 727 ; dated 21st April 1857, , : = ) | . . / —_—
. P t . / Lo . -2 /// all/) A(ct— ¢er€ee- /"A
~ Ordered to be communicated to the Chief Enrrmeer with reference to the order of Govern. § - - >y AR , AR .o,
nicnt dated 27th-March, No, 564, ~— - i -~ J/y : / S .
‘ , 3 ASSE ’ . N 4 1
(Signed) H. FORBES, ‘ . Q///« e’ (e /:1 . zrr,%,/fm ey
Acting Secretary to Government. ‘ e N :
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