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DAL TR A P oy

, Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 21st April 1857,
T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T e e
" No. 74  Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Chief Engineer, dated 24th
March 1857, No. 11215, .o

Read the following letter from W. FISHER, Esq., Collector of Canara ; to Colonel C. E,
FABER, Chief Engineer, dated Mangalore, 9th March 1857, No. 4.

Sir,

With reference to Extract from your Proceedings No. 8059, dated 13th November last,
and to your Assistantsletters of the 10th Ultimo, and 3rd Instant, I
have the honor to state thatI thought'the report called for was no
longer required in consequence of Lieutenant Walker, the Civil Engineer, having given his
opinion on Palmyra wood, s applicable to lattice bridges, when reporting on that at Ooperun-
gaddy, in his diary for March 1856. ’

2, The bridge in question has been paid for, out of the sanction for the Munjerabad line
on which it is situated, but the opinion of the Civil Engineer on that work is perhaps sufficient,
though the actual lattice on which the 500 Rupees sanctioned by Government, for the experi~
ment on Palmyra wood was expended, is still under, under the building shed in Mangalore, not
having been yet made use of. It consists of a double lattice 50 feet long, with a depth of 11
feet, and had the District funds remained in my hands, I intended to build a similar lattice, and
use the two to span a stream between Karkul and Puddoobiddry, where a road was, and is to be

Nos. 26 and 81,

constructed. '
3. As to the success of the experiment, there can, I think, be no doubt, for Palmyra

wood can, not only be cheaply worked, but is certainly more durable in exposed positions than
any other wood we possess, teak perhaps excepted. Much of course depends on Paliftyra being
found near the site on which it is intended to use it. .

4. Mr. Walker's remarks on the bridge constructed near Ooperungaddy were made a year
ago, but I am informed by Mr. Boesinger, Executive Officer, in charge of the Munjerabad
bridges, that he considers the experiment very satisfactory, though from faulty construction,
one of the lattices sunk some inches in the centre. This he statesis caused by the horizontal
beams connecting the lattice work being too weak and unequal to the strain on them.

5. The Palmyra portions of the abovenamed bridge have not, Mr. Boesinger informs me,
suffered from the weather so much, as those made of other wood, and where this tree is found
in abundance or can be transported to the site of a bridge by water, I have little doubt of
its being found not only an excellent, but a cheap substitute for other and more valued timber.

6. In conclusion, I would beg to propose that the lattice not yet disposed of, may be pur-
chased with the District funds, and the amount sanctioned for the experiment repaid to the
credit of Government,

Resolved to forward copy of the foregoing letter for the information of Government, with
reference to para. 11 of Extract Minutes of Consultation No. 2079, dated 10th November 1856,
and to acquaint the Collectorand District Engineer Canara, that, under para. 4 of Extract
Minutes of Consultation 21st January last, No. 150, and para. 6 of Extract Minutes of Consul-
tation No. 433, of the 6th Instait, the power of appropriating the District road fund is vested
entirely in themselves.

' (Signed) C. E. FABER, Colonel,
' Clief Engineer.

No. 5. OrDER THEREON, No. 691 ; dated 16th April 1857,

Ordered to be brought to the notice of the Honorable Court of Directors with reference to
para. 27, of their Despatch in the Public Works Department dated 28th March 1856, No. 5.

(Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Governmend,
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