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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 7th Apriz 1857. '

P

No. 935. Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to

H. FORBES, Isq., Acting Sccretary to Government, dated 18th March 1§.§7,'
No. 11016, ‘

SIr,

1. A somewhat lengthened correspondence has lately taken place in Kurnool ; in which the
Governor's Agent, Captain Russell, the District Engincer Lieutenant Blagrave, and the Assis-
tant Executive Engineer Captain Duvis, have taken part; avising in the first place from the
alleged habitual, and sometimes forcible, occupancy of the village Native Choultries by the
latter Qfficer, for his own nightly accommodation, whilst travelling on Departmental duty.

2, It is as unnccessary, as it would be tedious, to epitomize by re-capitulation, the contents

of the whole series of letters forming a bulky accumulation, the originals of which are of course
available for reference by Government, if considered to be required.

3. So far however as the particular purpose of my own request for the early convenient
orders of Government is concerned, it will be amply sufficient for me to observe, that matters
had arvived at a state admitting of and requiring the disposal of the head of the Department
Public Works on the 14th Iebruary last. . '

4. On that date accordingly, the Officéx then in charge of the Central office, and in whose
own Circle of duty the dissentients™wete situated, drew up Proceedings No. 10293, (transcript
of which is now forwarded,) reviewing all the circumstances, with the Statements and counter
Statements of the District, and of the Assistant Executive Iingineer, and in which after fully,
and entircly exonerating the former Officer of having exceeded his official powers, and of not
having respected the feelings of Captain Davis, the option of withdrawing certain lctters, contain-
ing expressions deemed objectionable by the Superintending Enginecr Northern Circle, was
oflered to the Assistant Executive Engincer, whilst it was clearly pointed out to him in para. 10,
that if he should decline to recall these communications, the Chief Engineer would be under the
neccssity ¢ of submitting the whole correspondence for the consideration and orders of

.

¢ Government.” . .

5. Without further detailed reference therefore to any anterior Proccedings, the case at
present is simply, that of a Subordinate Officer in the Department Public Works, who after
using improper and disrespectful language, and being indulgently permitted to withdraw the
letters which the Superintending Engincer in charge of the oilice considered abjectionable, has
now deliberately declined to do so, by his letters, No. 40, of the 18th February, and No. 46, of
the 8th Instant, in a manner and for reasons, which it is for the Right Honorable the Governar
in Couneil to pronounce a final opinion upon.

6. T beg leave to also forward the District Engincer's letter, No. 103, of the 20th Febru-
ary, forwarding the Extract from Proccedings of 14th Idem to Captain Davis, and of Lieutcnant
Blagrave’s despateh, No. 132, transmitting the two letters from the Assistant Executive LEngi-
neer, in which he abstains from taking advantage of Captain Johnston's permission. '

[ 3

7. The subject being now before Government, I cannot anticipate any advantage from
entering upon a detailed review of what has transpired on Captain Davis's part since the 11th
Ultimo, and I shall limit myself therefore to the expression of an opinion, that, having regard to
the absence of all technical professional qualifications, and to non acquirement of the vernaculer
standard, as also to defective perception of the obedience he owes his Departmental Superior
(omitting entirely the alleged practices which were the first cause of reference) Captain Davis’s
case will be very imperfectly met by Lieutenant Dlagrave's proposal of transfer to another
District.

8. It is not for me to presume to indicate what orders are called for, when a Subordinate
Officer has both disregarded the authority of his local Superior, and declined to conform to the
ruling of the head of the Department, when reference had been made for his decision 3 but I
think I am al liberty respectfully to submit for the consideration of Government, what advan-
tage the public service is likely to receive from continuing to Departmentally employ an Officer,
who can ncither survey, nor level, who cannot transact his buisness in the language of the coun-
try, and who having shewn himself so little amenable to authority, might seem to specially
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P.S. Since the foregoing was transcribed, letter No, 148, of the 12th 1
from Licutcnant Blagrave, with a further communication N,
also now transmitted in original, )

as been received )
0. 50, of the Sth both of which are

No. 96. .ORDER THEREON, No, 642 dated th April 1857,

With this Ietter, the Chicf Engincer forwards portions of a correspondence be
tenant Blagrave the District Engineer of Kurnool, ang Captain Dav
Lngineer, relative to a difference between those Ofﬁcers;
unfavorable to Captain Davis, he calls on Gorve
to act on them to the extent o
without seeing the documents

tween Licu-
is the Assistant Lxecutive
and after drawing
ake those conclusio
om the Dcp
usions are founded,

certain conclusions . ‘
us for grant. d, and
artment of Publie Works, :

'nment to t
f removing that Officer fr
on which those conel

any other case of difference
"¢ correspondence connected with the
question at issue, is laid beforc them, The Chicf Ingineer is there

fore requested to send up
all the papers relating to the present reference, - :

(Signed) II. FORBEs, =~

Acting Secretary to Government,
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