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Fort Suint George, Public Works Consultation of 7th April 1857.

.

No. 93. - Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABDER, Chief Engineer; to H.
FORBES, Esq., Acting Sccretary to Government, dated 7th March 1837, No. 107%7.

Sir, (

I do myself the honor to invite the favorable consideration of Government to a very interest-

ing report with appendices (to be obligingly returned) ‘from the Superintending Engineer
Central Circle of Public Works now on Circuit, respecting the irrigable capabilities of the
Southern talooks of the Bellary District, which I persnade myself that the Government will
peruse with considcrable pleasure and satisfaction, . .

2. The papers now sent compose the second of a scries of reports on projects which Captain
Collyer, from personal inspection and general professional investigation, considers deserving of the
future support of Government ; but there being numerous discrepancies in the cultivable areas

" assigned by the Engineer and reported by the Revenue authorities of the Province, the first

report has been returned to Captain Collyer for correction or further explanation, and when
received, it also will be placed before Govermment. ’

3. It perhaps is an unavoidable attendant upon the necessarily hasty and imperfect ex-
amination of a Superintending Engineer whilst on a tour of inspection, that his reports shall
be wanting in the minute detail, and acCurate precision that are indispensable for projects re-
commended for practical execution.

4. Dut whatever character of vagueness or ‘speculation the Government may attach to
Captain Collyer’s able and zealous labours, when viewed as supplying undertakings for entry
in the annual Budgets, it will be admitted, [ think, that a great deal has been accomplished even
in those confessedly imperfect examinations, a portion of which is now forwarded for the infor-

mation of Government.

5. ‘The hydraulic posture of Bellary 18 shewn Lo be, in fact, wore embarrassing from the
ample but undeveloped facilities which it actually possesses for being placed almost beyond the
reach of the fearful scarcities and famines that have marked the past and recent history of that
fine Province, than difficult of improvement by the niggardliness of its natural advantagzes.

6. 1 apprehend therefore that the chief practical difficulty will be that of selection, erpe-
cially at a political conjuncture, when it might be too sanguine to expect that large assignments
of funds can be set apart for works of internal improvement, however greatly required, or
however promising in results. '

7. In this belief, T would venture to suggest, that accompanied by whatever instructions
the Government may think proper to issue, all Captain Collyer’s reports should be rclegated
to the Collector of Bellary for his own careful consideration, and above all for his ascertainment
of cultivable areas and population, and agricultural stock to utilize the abundant supplies of
water which it is represented can be so easily tarned upon the ground.

8. A very few weeks might cnable Mr. Pelly to decide to what set of works preference
should be first given, and this poiut once settled on authentic data, guaranteed by the Revenue
Authorities, it would then be the duty of the District Engineer of whom Captain Collyer has
frequently reported very highly, to take the general views of the Superiutending Engineer for
his guidance, and by his own iuvestigations or those of his subordinates, to complete the pro-
jects in detail, and to prepare fhem in so satisfactory a manner, as way admit of their entry in
the Budget of the year.

9. But abounding as Bellary even now is in means of extensive internal improvement, it
is not to» much to expect, that on the approaching visit of Colonel A. Cotton, his affluent pro-
fessional resources will strike out yet other angi perhaps even more comprehensive measures
last as are those now suggested) for placing Bellary beyond the reach of future devastarion by
famine, as he is understood to siill cling to his first belief that the Soondoor range of hills can
be pierced or turned by a first class navigable canal from the Toombudra.

10. I will close such ceneral observations as have been called forth by the papers now
forwarded, by bringing to the notice of Government, how not only desirable but indispensable
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(Signed) II. FORDES,

Acting Secretary to Government,
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