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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 7th - April 1857. ‘
. ; t
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Nc;. 71, Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Acting Superintending |
Engineei‘, Northern Circle, in charge of the Central office of Public Works, dated 26th
February 1857, No. 10481, :

Read the following letter from Major E.LAWFORD, §uperinténding Engineer, Southern Circle H
to Colonel C. E, FABER, Chief Engineer, dated Camp Poodoochuttrum, 14th February
1857, No. 44.

SIr, T

The sum now allotted to the Annual repair and maintenance of roads in Tanjore is Rupees
20,000 for minor roads, and 9,100 for the two main Provincial lines, making a total of nearly
30,000 Rupees. . . .

® 2. This amount may seem large, but considering the nature of the soil and material avail-
able for road making, I can by no means considerit sufficient for that increase of traffic, which
alone can enable Tanjore to maintain its place at the head of the Southern Provinces, especially
since the Northern Deltas have had such vast advantages conferred on them. -

3. Independently of the constant repairs required to the ‘main roads, the want of minor
communications between the Villages and the trunk lines is very much felt, and as all voluntary
labour on such works has entirely ceased, the advance of the Province in internal improvement
is so far at a stand. ’ ) .

4. I am not aware that there is any prospect of a re-assessment, of the land in Tanjore, which
would afford the opportunity of introducing the road tax, now established over the greater part
of South Arcot, and I feel the difficulty of providing as in Coimbatore, fixed maintenance allow- -
ances for the numerous District roads, and therefore it seems to me, that the only available mode
of meeting this urgent want in a rich and densely peopled Province, is to raise the general road
grant to 50,000 Rupees from the 1st May next, a sum which would be equivalent to that derived
from a cess of one anna per cawny on 8,00,000 Cawnies or 1,60,000 Vaylies of Nunjah and
Punjah land. ’

5. This fund should be at the disposal of the Local Officers, but I think that some degree .
of control should be vested in the Superinteding Engineer, especially in cases wherein difference
of opinion may arise, and the execution of the works should rest with' the Professional Depart- '

ment. ,

6. T have consulted the Acting Collector on this matter, and believe that my proposition
meets with'Mr, Phillips's concurrence,, under which: support, [ trust, that it may receive the
sanction of Government. C

.

.
.

Resolved to forward for the orders.of Government, copy' of the. foregoing letter No. 44,
dated 14th Instant, from the Superintending Engineer Southern Circle, and to observe, in the
absence of the Chief Engineer, that it may be considered advisable to await the information al-
ready called for from the District Jingineer, respecting the several clases of roads in Tanjore,
and the probable amount of Annual expenditure that will be required for their efficient repair,

with reference to.the requirements of other Districts, and the general allotment of funds proposed |
to be made for road purposes, ' .

.

. (Signed) C. C. JOHNSTON, Captain,
Acting Superintending Engineer Northern Circle,

No. 78. ~ ORrDER THEREON, No. 633 ; dated 6th April 1857.

. . The Right Ilonorable the Governor in Council concurs with Captain Johnston that it would
be advisable to await the information called for from the District Engineer regarding the differ-
ent classes of roads in Tanjore, before taking into considcration, Major Lawford’s recommen-
dation for increasing the Aunual allowance for the repair of roads in that District.

»
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consuitqtion of 7th April 1837.

P~ .

.9, Y6 ie .. . ided® that
+ Extract Minutes Consulta- It is observed that the Government have already decided® tha

tion 6th November 1855, only Trunk roads and first class District roads shall be repaired from : i

No. 765. | the general funds. ' . ~ z' | . or @ M ) ,IJ V4 ?
(Signed) H. FORBES, 3 : ' ( 5 z ;

Acting Secretary to Government, I - ‘%‘, ;
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