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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 7¢th April 1857.
WWVWWWWWWWM
No. 73. Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, dated 6th April 1857, No. 631,

. 1
Para. 1. The Right Honorable the Governor in Counci! proceeds to pass the following obser-

vations and orders on the letter in this department {from the Ilonorable Court of Directors, dated
17.h September 1856, No. 10.

2. A copy of the paragraphs of this Despatch noted in the margin will be furnished to the

‘Chief Engineer for his information, and for any observations he may

Pﬂg“::‘-ﬁg: B’ﬂ"’é };‘(*)v_ 16,17, 21, Jesire to offer in respect to the Honorable Court’s remarks in para. 14,

As regards the representation of Colonel Cotton to which allusion is

made in this para. the Government would desire to have a Statement shewing the amount of Cart

Traffic on the Southern Trunk road compared with that on the western line, as they have reason

to believe that the traffic on the former is not so insignificant as has been represented. Some

information is also necessary as to the cost of the operations in the Cauvery and Veerasholen

rivers, the extent to which they have been carriec, and the period for which the navigation is
* * * ®

4. Referring to the observations in paras. 16 and 17, the Government have separat

3]y ad-
dressed the Honorable Court, recommending,

under the circumstances represented, the with®

: dra hei ; holding i 7 in-

Dated 1st April 1857, No. 7. wal of their orders for holding in abeyance the Office of Superin
tendent of the East Coast Canal,

5. In para. 25, the Honorable Court approve the authority granted by this Government for
the construction of a road between Saint Thomas’ Mount and Poonamalee, a distance of a little
more than 6 miles, at an estimated cost of Rupees 16,484, Subsequent to the date of this sanc-
tion, the Government passed a supplementary estimate of Rupees 3,120 for gravelling the road,
besides an annual allowance of Rupees 610, being at the rate of Rupees 100 per mile, for
keeping it in repair. They also sanctioned an estimate amounting to Rupees 18,007, for a
bridge over the Adyar intersecting this line, but in consequence of the destruction of several of
the arches from a sudden fresh coming down the river while the work was in progress, it became
necessary to sanction forentry in the Budget 1837-58, a supplemental estimate of Rupees 14630
N o~ " for completing the Bridge. The (fovernment now resolve to

P. W. 27th Febrnary 1855, Nos, 7-8 . . ..
» 2ith April 1856, .,  3-4 forwarda copy of the correspondence on this subjact for the in-

» 333&:@1’,’:}1111,“ no» é?fég formation of the Ilonorable Court.
” ” "

n e Cctmher " " 58S 6. The correspondence that has subsequently taken place
” ” ”

» 20th November ', ,, 5155 on the subject of the work performed on the Singwaree ghaut.
» loth March 1857, ,, ,, 14-28 . .
: will be forwarded to the Ilonorable Court in reply to the obser-
F. W. I2th gﬁﬂ; 1855, N"’-M_lg vations in para. 50 of this Despatch. The Ilonorable Court
i T will learn from the further report of the Civil Engineer of the
ord Division, dated 17th January 18533, that the work on the ghaut was found to be more
favorable than was originally believed, and that the credit of the work performed was aseribed
to Mr. Beahen, and was on the whole regarded as satisfactory.

(Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government,
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Extract from a letter from the Honorable the Court of Directors, dated 17th September 1856,
~ No. 10. .

(4. alsop. 23 of letter No. 4, dazed]
23rd April 1855.) 4 from Mad

Expenditure on the road from Madras A A
t Cuddapah, / Rupees 15,000, on the improvement of thisroad. Rupees 6,000

to be applied to the portion of road traversing North Arcot and Rupees 9,000 to that in the
Cuddapah District. In February 1854, the North Arcot portion had been materially improved
by Captain Collyer, Civil Engineer of the 4th Division ; who had ‘expended the whole of the
money at his disposal and whom you then authorized to lay out Rupees 6,102 more in making
bridges and drains, an annual expenditure of Rupees 1,300 being also soon after authorized for
keeping this section of the road in repair. But in Cuddapah nothing whatever had been done,
the indifference of the Collector, Mr. Murray, and of the late Civil Engineer, Major DeButts,
presenting an unfavourable contrast to the laudable exertions of Captain Collyer.” You there-
upon peremptorily directed that your former orders with respect to operations in Cuddapah should
be executed without further delay and you have since reported a marked improvement of the
road in that District. But no explanations appears to have been either required or given of
the previous apathy of the Officers above named. - ' :

(10 and 20) Report by the late Chief En-
gineer of a tour of Inspection made

by him in August and September ‘ o ! ey .
1353, through the South Arcot and 13. We have read this Report with much interest and

Tanjore Districts. think many of Colonel Cotton’s observations worthy of atten-

tion but as most of the questions raised by him with respect to particular works which were not
disposed of by you at the time, have since been brought before us in a separate shape, it is
needless in this place to examine them in detail. .

14. We will only remark with reference to the discussion as to the comparative advantages
of a Trunk road from Madras to Combaconum, and of a Canal along the Coast as far as Point
Calimere, that from the statements respecting the two projects we are led to regard neither as
of immediate necessity. Both would be useful, but both might have been postponed, although
the road would appear to have been already far advanced at the date of your letter. Colonel
Cotton shews that the traffic between the terminal points is actually and is likely to remain in-
significant in amount and although improved means of intercourse may be desirable between
intermediate towns on the line, what the latter require much more is readier lateral communica-
tion with the seaports on the Coromandel Coast. For this purpose obvious facilities are offered
by the numerous rivers running nearly due East into the Bay of Bengal, many of which it is
said are already navigable for part of their courses, though every one has some slight obstacle
which just prevents 1its being used, "This was the case with the Cauvery and Veerasholen until
lately when Major Lawford opened them for navigation for a distance of 90 miles from Trichino-
poly to Tranquebar by operations “ the cost of which was a mere trifle.” Immediately after-

5. In August 1852; you authorized an expenditure of '

wards a considerable amount of traflic was transferred to the rivers from the road running -
parallel with them. If the obstructions to the other rivers were similarly removed, a Coast Ca- :;

. nal might we think be dispensed with until other works of more pressing urgency shall have been
" provided. The towns and villages in the interior would have obtained what they most require,
_a waterway to the nearest seaport and the sea might probably serve sufficiently for what inter-

communication might be desirable between the scaports themselves.

Chambers to be * Superintendent of
“ the Eastern Coast Canal” with
the allowances of a Civil Engineer
viz. Rupees 700 a month salary, and

Rupees 120 a month Tentage, ex- . This appointment though sancti
clusive of Rupees 148 a month for 16 PP i ctioned by the Supreme

establishment, Government on your recommendation was premature. It was

first proposed to you by the Board of Revenue, who adverting to the prospective formation of
580 miles of uninterrupted inland water communication from Toonee on the Northern Frontie

of Rajahmundry to Tranquebar, urged strongly the advantage of committing so extensive .
work, or series of works, to the comprehensive and undivided supervision of a separate Qff 2
There could be little doubt as to the expediency of so systematizing operations, if the sch e
referred to by the Board of Revenue had been decided upon, but if the prosecution of ¢} EIne
Coast Canal may, as we are disposed to think, be deferred for a time, the appointmen: st
Superintendent of the Canal should be similarly delayed. of a

(23 and 25) Appointment of Lieut.1

17. We observe that strong testimony is borne to the talents and actjvi .
Chambers and it would not be advisable tt;y interrupt the preli'minary Ope:::i‘:xtg ‘ifx L;l?“tenar}t
at present engaged, and in which he may probably have made considerable progres "hich he is
of examining and reporting upon the line proposed for the Canal. But after tﬁi » Viz. that
duty shall have been concluded, you will remove Lieutenant Chambers to other emsplg;‘;l::ra:tory
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(9 Complaints from

inhabitants of .
South Arcot of the felling of their 2l. We approve the Ricasures which
Trees bY Overseers and Maistri .

12) Improvement of the roaq East
of the Palavergm Can!onment.

s 2%. By an outl;
mode propogeq by the Superintendent of roa

' ds it was fXpected that al] ¢},6 objects would be at-
tained for whicp, the Military Boarq had re
Colstruction

commended the sxpenditure of Rupees 9,958, on the
of a new rgaq from the Southern EXtremity of Sy, Thomas’ Mount Cantonment to a
Pont on the Chingleput road, about half a mile beyong Palaveram Cantonment,

y of Rui)ees 801, for this purpose in the

(13) Construcrion of 6 mileg of new
03d betweqn St. omas’ Mount
and Poonamanee At an estimateq 25
cost of Rupeeg 16,484, Sanctioneq ‘
by the Govemment of India,

Approved,
Ind
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