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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 7th April 1857
IS SO SO S
No. 22. Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Eugineer; to

H. FORBES, Esq., Acting Sccretary to Government, dated 1[th March 1837,

No. 10841.

SIR,
I have the honor to transmit the accompanying letter* from the Civil Architect at the Presi-
. « Doatod 17th Feb - dency, requesting authority for constructing an additional compound
ate) cbruary 1857,  ¢.a11 to the Penitentiary on the bank of the Cooum River, at an expense

‘ No, 130. .
- of about (8000) eight thousand Rupees.

e

9. The present surrounding wall 16 feet high is considered quite inadequate to the security
: and safe custody of the Prisoners, owing to the different out offices having been originally built
’ in contact with it with a slant inside, which greatly facilitates the escape of the inmates, and as
the Commissioner of Police has represented the urgent necessity of erccting another wall similar
to that at present existing at the Grand Jail, I beg to recommend that early sanction may be
accorded for the work being proceeded with, pending the preparation and submission of an esti-

mate for the same at a subsequent date.

ORDER THEREON, No, 606; dated 20d April 1857.

om the Minutes of Consultation dated the 13th of March 1855, No. 377,
necessary to give effect to an order passed
enitentiary recommended

No. 23.
1. In an Extract fr
the Chief Engineer was ordered to take the measures
) sn the Judicial Department, approving the following alterations in the P

~ by the Chief Magistrate.
with a weather board roof, in froat of the European's v;'orking

1. A palisaded verandah,
shed, .

Raising the boundary wall in places.

3. Wheels over the wells, and grating over the larger wells.

: 4. A bathing shed.

- 5. A rope walk shed.

C 2. On the 8th of September following, an order was conveyed to the Chicf Engineer, to
estimates for certain other works to the Penitentiary, the

prepu're, and submit at an early date,
necessity for.which was pointed out in a letter from His Ilonor the Chief

aih July 1856 Justice, on a presentment by the Grand Jury.
t by the Grand Jury was a shed under which Europeans,
: ) sentenced to hard labor, might be worked, and as the Chief Engineer had been directed to adopt
SR, A P LR y . measures for the ercction of this as far back as the 13th of March, the Government desired that
NEEASEEL LT oAl A : they might be informed why nothing had been done up to the month of September. The reply
' # From the Chicf Engincer, 25th of the Superintending Engineer, submitted® by Colonel Faber,
September 1856, No. 6788. was by no means satisfactory, his chief excuse for delay being
sometimes see reason to change their minds during the

« progress of the work of improvement, it is perhaps advisable not to Dbe in too
« preat a hurry to push on at first.” The Superintendent of Police, subsequently sub-
. mitted to Government, a letter from the Superi i Ingineer

12th Novr. 1836, No, 139. . ’ RN pe}mtendmg Engmeex,-
, regarding the delay that had occurred in the erection of four additional

cells for Europeané, which it was said would not be ready for a further period of four months.

4. The Government expressed their displeasure at this delay, and directzd, in the Judicial -
, . Department, that the construction of the 3 oo
17th Novr. 1836, No. 1251 °p ! - ; thess cells should be proceeded
with as fast as possible, and this order was conveyed to the Chief Engi-
f Public Works on the 28th of November 1856. )

3. One of the works pointed ou

.that ““as parties concerned

neer from the Department o
% The works now in progress at the Penitentiary, were entered in Statement No. 2 of the

5. ,
Chief Engineer’s Budget for 1857-38, and it was shewn that Rupees 35,409 would probably have

he end of the official year, Rupees 15,000 being demanded for the year ensuing. .

been expended by t _
The, total cost thgrefcre it was computed would be not less than Rupees 51,409, but as no esti-
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Fort Saint George, Lublic Works Consultation of 741, April 1857,

mate for the expendityre had been submitted, the item was, of
Vide para, 27 of Extract Minutes

Consultation dated 12th March neces‘s"y’ removed from the Bu

dget in the. Government office.
1857, No 61,

6. The Chief Engincer now forwards a letter from the Civil Architect
sion to expend an additional sum of Rupees 8,000 on an

an estiimate is to be submitted hereafier, and

» applying for permis-
outer wall to the Penitentiary, for which
this request the Chief Engineer supports.
7. The Government tannot easily express the displeasure
ol both the Chief Engincer and the Civil Architect.
since Colonel TFaber was ordered to take whatsoever n
certain alterations approved of in th

they fecl at the Pproceedings |
Itis now more than  twelve
1easures were ne
e Penitentiary, that orde
September, and the Govemmentbclieve that Colonel Faber hin at the very
tirst measure which it was his bounden duty to adopt, was to see that estimates for the work -
were prepared—that duty was pot performed when the order for ity Performance wag given, and it
has not been performed even to this day, a general approval of works, and orders to take
measures for their commenceme

nt, has been converteq into special sanction for theiy €Xccution,
an expenditure amounting to abeut 96,000 Rupees, greatly in excess of the sum, which as

Colonel Faber perfeetly well knows, it i competent to this Government to sanction, has been in.
curred at the Presidency, where the Chief Engineer and th

reside, no notice of the irregularity has been taken b
with his cognisance and approval, and in
estimate has been prepared.

months
cessary to carry out
' Was repeated on the §ih of
1self will not deny th

y the Chief Engineer, ang up i

direct and open breach of the orders of Government, no

8. The Government consider th:
entirely the Civil Architect and the Chief Engineer h;
duties, and they conceive that if the matter ended h
displeasure, bl}t’runfortunately for the offici
in wrong aggrevates theiz original faplt,

9. With the lotter quoted at the head of these procee
mits an application from the Civi] Archi
still without ap cstimate, and lias considered it consistent
this application be complied with,
Atkinson's defence of his conduct
heavy expeuditure without any s

with his position to recommend that
but he forwards, without comment or remark, Lieut, Colonel

in having disobeyed the orders of Government, and made thig
anctioned estimate, )

10. The Government must
signed by the Civil Architect §
they are constrained to say that, little 4 those
Atkinson, Colonel Faber’s silence is still less creditab
‘¢ it has been an object with him to delay submitting
*“ upon and advanced, that it should be a fin

* alteration from the letter of 1" The Goy opinion that the Civil Architect in
saying this, and the Chief Engineer in approving it, haye both shewn that

the intention of an estimate, and that both confound it with a bill s ¢ ;
disappointing to the Government to fing it nece

appointments, that their work should fit their est

consider the Chief Engineer’s

total silence regarding the reasons as-
or his conduct s cony

eying acquiescence in their propriety, and -
Teasons are creditable to Lieut. Colonel .
le to him. The Civil Architect says, that

i work was so far agreed
should be no further

11.  Neither the Chicf Engineer nor the . Iter them
selves under the order of the 28th of November 1855 g that certaipn work shoylg b;
ut delay, that order referred only to four i s for Europcam

&)
r all the works had

be allowed to she

12, The Government feel that, by the omission to subm;
led into an expenditure that they never

having expressed approval of works,
cution, to disobey their or
incur an expenditure bey

S, they have been
been taken of their

e nd ' adopted for theiy exe-
€IS by omitting the mogt Important preliminary measure of all, and to
ond the authority of thig Government to sanction,

X
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 7th April 1857.

he matter must now be immediately brought to the notice of fhe Government of India
1:';' —— the Chief Engineer will forthwith submit complete estimates of all. work‘ done,
for which purpose an in progress, and will, by personal inspection, satisfy himself,
. . . | i
Vide para. 28th of Ex iiﬁizrgil“i;;%s and afterwards report to Government, whether the works are in ac
Cons:let;nion,damd 12t ’ cordance with the orders passed on 13th of March, and 8th of
No. 461, | ' : |
' ber 1856. Pending the receipt of this estimate and report, the Government decline to ‘
September 18506. g .
pafs any orders upon the present reference,

i i jects being approved
The G ider 1 ble that on all occasions of projects g .
! overnment consider it desira : beis foved
MP' 1'he the Military or other Departments of the Secretariat, tile f)rder for thz?u ixc}: ition
e Pui))ll'c,\Vori{s Department should require the previous submission of an estimate
to the Public

approval of Government, .

{Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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