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v Tort Saint George, Public TWorks Consultation of 31st March 1857.

e~

e

No. 57, Read the following letter from’ Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to -
; II. FORBES, Esq., Acting Secrctary to Government, dated 25th March 1857,
- No. 11295.

! SIR, . . o
; 1 have the honor to forward copy of a letter No. 386, dated 21st Instant from the Acting
‘ Disirict Enginecer North Arcot, reporting that he has no funds at his disposal, in consequence, as
| . I have had an opportunity of ascertaining, of the expenditure incurred on certain estimates sancs
tioned during the current half year for immediate execution, and which estimates on the receipt
. of Licutenant Colonel Bakers Telegraph Messaze, dated 4th March 1857, were ordered in Extract .
: from the Minutes of Consultation No. 436G, dated Gth Instant to be included in the 11 laes
’ allotted to this Presidency. Notwithstanding that under the previous authority of Government
arrangements had already bcen made, rendering such exclusion no longer (in an economic point

of view) practicable. .
i 2. In the North Arcot, District as noticed by Lieutenant Mayne, there are four works, the | 2
. vigorous prosecution of which is of the utmost importance viz. the 2 annicuts across the rivers 7
Palaur and Poiney and the bridges across rivers Palaur and Agarum both on Trunk road No. 1.

: 3. To stop the two former works unti! the bodies of the weirs are raised to a uniform level
throug]iout, would be attended with great risk, if (as was the case last year,) the freshes happen
to come down as early as May; and to expose incompleted dams in a sandy bed to the freshes of
the scason would be to incur a respoasibility which it may be concluded that the Government .
would by no means withdraw from the professional Officer or Dcpartment.

4. The early completion of the bridge across the Palaur at Veliore, in connexion with the E
Railway is also most desirable’; and as Captain Best’s centrings are to be used, if the piers aad L
abutments are at once completed to their full height, the turning of the arches may be carried on
during the casly freshes, which are not Likely to risc sufficiently high to interrupt the work,

‘ 5. The Agarum bridge Lieutenant Mayne cobserves is so nearly completed, that it would
' " - now be dangerous to stop the work; yet under the urgency of the order he Zas incurred this )
danger and stopped the work. - i

6. I am unwilling to suggest any measures opposed to the orders of the Government of k-

! India, excepting in cascs of great emergency, such as the present; and under the explanation now
: offered, I am led to hopz that Government will give their carly and favorable consideration to the
' application of the Acting District Engineer of North Arcot, for a spceial grant of Rupees (15,000) B
fiftcen thousand.

v, St

No. 53. " Orper tHEREON No. 570; dated 28th March 1857, : 1

Under the emergency revresented by the Acting District Engineer of North Arcot, the E
Governor in Council resolves, as a special case, to place at the disposal of that officer the sum of
: Rupees fifteen thousand to enable him to carry on certain important works in that District in
‘ excess of the limit assigned for it.  As the original amount placed at the disposal of the Dis-
i trict Engineer has not been withdrawn he can at cnce draw from the Collector the sum now -
' authorized. The Government have been induced to accede to the present application, conclud- '
ing although the Chief Engincer says nothing on the subject, that Coloncl Faber has found it . b
impossible to divert from other Districts the funds so urgently required in North Arcot to place .
the aimicuts in a state of safety, and so open the communication between Vellore and the

Railway. ‘ .
(Signed) ' II. FORBES, ¢
Acting Secretary to Government. .
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