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No. 16. R-ad the following letter from Mr. G. W, BOOTHIBY ; to T. PYCROFT, Tisq

: Q . A Ve v AP s A1 - .
Chief Secrctary to tha Government of FFort Saint Georze, datad 25th February 1857,

SR Y irsuntee g -

et e N __]

Sigr,

- I have the honor to acknowledge having reccived, oa my arrival at Madras a few days azo
an Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, under date the 27th January 1857, on the ;UI)j'é*('t
e by me as to the state of the road between Aska and Injelly also regavding

- of complaints mad
{ the Mahanuddy in the neightourhood of Aska.

the embankments o
. As the decisions recorded in these Minutes of Cousultation have been arrived at from

statements in most respects entirely erroneous, I have the honor to request that you will he
pleased to submit the following explanation of them for the consideration of the Rigllt om0~

ble the Governor in Council.

It is recorded that * Major Birdwood attributes the bad state of the Aska road partly to the
¢ carelessness of Overseer Hopkins, but chicfly to the heavy waggons employed by the Aska
¢ factory to convey sugar to the Coast.” ¢ To the latter cause, he attributes the destruction of
¢ the approaches to the Injelly bridge, which he states were only thrown up in May and had
“ not time to consolidate sufficiently to bear the heavy waggon of the Factory.”

] Now I most positively aver that no waggon from the Aska suzar Factory ever crossed or
attempted to cross the Injelly bridge, or was ever within the distance of 8 miles from that bridge
Aol ]

and further that once and orly once, was any waggon from the factory ever on any part of the

g Aska and Injelly road. Oa that occasion, when owing to the extreme baduess of the road the

3 bandy pzople were ho'ding out for a greatly increased amount of hire; I proposed sending

somz sugar to the Coast by our own means, a Waggon was loaded and sent off, but from its hav-

] ing been constructed to bring up long steam boilers, the length between the wheels was too great

l t afford suflicient strength in ths frame work for a load of sugar, though this only consisted of

] 3} tons and thus after proceeding with much difficulty for exactly 4} miles towards Injelly one

] of the lengthway stretchers gave way and carts had to be sent to take the sugar on to the Coast,

G “the waggon returning empty, and never before or since has any waggon of the Factory ever even
1 been upon the Aska road. i

In reply to the allegation of my having used these waggons in disrezard of the warning
that the road would not be in a state to stand a heavy monsoon traffic, e
o one ever cither spokz or wrote to me one word on this point, and moreover
short line of road commenced early in 1834, at least might have been fit
6. But even if the Factory waggons had been used on this road I venture
to point out that these waggons, being most perfectly constructed vehicles with wheels 7 fect
diameter and 5 inches broad, would have done infinitely less injury to the road, although carry-
derable weight of sugar than the country carts, the wheels of which are not in the
und and are made of thick planks joined together and fined down to a
being thus extremely injurious to a road.

previously given me
I beg to remark thatn
I would submit that a
for heavy traflic in 183

v .
A TR

ing a consi
‘ least degree accurately ro
‘ sharp edge at the outer run

Next regarding the explanation given by Major Birdwood as to the Neeraloo drainage
Nullah, I beg to state that having been on the spot at the time the flood occurred, being also a
erested observer of all that took place, and having immediately aft:rwards
s Nullah myself, I am able confidently to assert that the statements oi
are as erroncous as in the case of the supposed passage of Factory

HNCRTIL, SO ¥ PP

‘ } most anxious and int
i ) carefully examined thi
‘ . Major Birdwood on this point
waggons over the Injelly bridge. .
Not having here documents to refer to, I am unable to give precisc dates but I can vouch

y of the facts which I will now relate.

)

for the strict accurac

The Neeraloo Nullah is a channel leading from theriver tolower a level and nof info the river
from a higher level, as Major Birdwood supposed from an errorcous report made to him by As-
rveyor Colquhoun and this is the true cause of the sluice gate not being built. 'So far
avy rains having prevented this work I have seldom, during my long residence at

alties

“mk :

-

sistant Su
from any he

A

(]
3 Aska, known a season so extremely favorable for such constructions. The opening of the mon-
soon in June mentioned by Major Birdwood, was merely a burst of rain for bout 12 hours after

2

i At} te o . . o .
which the weather quite cleared up and we had nothing more than occasional heavy showers, but
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. large number of men to cut brushwood and la
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no continued heavy rain, from ‘that time
which it had been universally remarked
nearly the height of its natural Banks,

till September when the flood oceurred, previous to
as most unusual that the river never oluce rose even to

: gently applied for permission to construct this most
necessary work, but from the reason already given, his applications were unsuccessful.

Early on the day that the flood took place,

I observed with very great
sion a vast sheet of water of

anxiety and apprehen-
about 4 miles in length and 2in wide sweeping down from' the
Neeraloo Nullah upon our works, outside the emb

ankments, Very soon a great part of the Factory
vard was submerged and the water continued to

rise with alarming rapidity, speedily attaining
a considerably greater height than the water in the river within the embankments ! This was

caused by the Southern embankment of the Mahanuddy joining on to the N orthern embankment
of the Roosookoolea, at the Junction of these rivers about a mile below: the Factory, an acute angle
being thus formed by the two embankments between which the whole body of water already
spoken of was completely dammed up. At this time so imminent did Overseer Sever consider

the danger that with most praiseworthy promptitude and decision he determined on instantly
making a breach in the embankment of the Roosookoolea.

purposed cutting the embankment, Oversce
for him, the force of water having effected a
the water fell with great rapidity,
portion of the embankment given way
must have ensued, and all for want of
stated that the conseq
embankment works ?

r Sever found that the work had already been done
breach of about 100 yards wide, and then immediately
but had a less energetic person been in charge or had not a
» consequences of a very serious nature to the Aska w-orks
a single sluice gate. With what correctness then can it be
uences of the flood would have been disastrous but for the protection of the

I have next to notice the statement that it is explained that although it may have hap-
*“ pened =t the time of Mr. Boothby's writing to the Coll
*¢ than Chicacole, there were other members of t
* might have procured in cases of emergency.”

cctor, that there wao no--Officer-neaver
he Department whose assistance that gentleman

In reply to this, I begto state, that from the early part of June until the latter end of
September, not only was no Officer stationed to look after the embanlfments the Aska an'd
Berhampore roads and Injelly bridge but these works were never once dun?g the whole of this
time even visited by one, and yet it 1ust be sufliciently obvious that it is during the monsoon when
the most valuable cbservations can be made as to its cffee

ts on such works and also that it is
then especially that they require looking after,

Shortly after I had cormenced carting large quantities of Sugar and Rum to th.e Coast in
July, I wrote to Major Birdwood pointing out that even then the road was so bad that if immed;-
ate steps were not taken, it would soon cease to exist. Ile replied that he had given the neces-
sary orders, but all T can say is that they were utterly disregarded, that during the whole time
we were carting Sugar to the Coast from July till October, the road was never once touched in
the way of repair, except by my own people at the approaches to the Injelly bridge, where I
had to send a Superintendent (no one being there in charge but a road goomastah) and employ

y it across the great quagmires on either side of the
bridge so as to get a large number of my bandies across, that had been detained there many days, the
water being too high for them to go through the river, which method they had been obliged to
practise almost ever since the bridge was opened. Overseer Sever had no charge of the roads
and twice I sent a person to Injelly specially to see Overseer Hopkins with the view of inducing
him to do something in the way of repairs, - but on neither oceasion was he to be seen. I know
rot therefore from what other members of the Department I could have procured assistance,

The real cause of the road having
Puddy fields in preference, arose frst from the stipulated
been used when the road was made, and
quantities of Sugar were passing over it,

become so wholly impassable, that bandies went along the

quantity of metal and gravel not having
secondly from the entire absence of repairs when large

I'am aware that orders were given for the necessary
am also aware that in respect to the approaches of

uld have rendercd that bridge available throughout the

repairs, but they were never executed. I
Irjelly bridge orders were given which wo

On arriving at the spot where he

e
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i - ; lly well aware that these orders were
3 i d of being utterly useless; but I am equally . al
n?]O nﬁom(;_’i;rl:;t::ded(: the cgnsequences to the Factory being that in addition to a vast amount of
N mief andiiifﬁculty we had to pay just double cartage on a very large quantity of Sugar and
anx
Rum a);d narrowly escaped the payment of heavy demurrage.

any Officer on the spot endeavouring to render the embankments, the r.oad %nd
. Had I.Seen vy'ceable I should never have written one word of complaint as to their being
InJeHy' bndge. sel}"l entir; absence of all such endeavours I felt called upon to remonstrate
Oth?rWlse’ - mlt 1: nd I would now beg to submit for the further consideration of the Right
ﬁmm“ :Jlll:hﬂ]ll: géz"’;nor in Council, that all I before advanced in the way of complaint is fully
onora
substantiated by the facts of case.

No. 17 ORDER THEREON, No. 5317 dated 26th March 1857. .
iNO. 14 . -
As the statements in the foregoing letter are at a variance with the report made by Major
Bird vsod to the Chief Engineer on the 14th of November 1856, the Government re.solve that a
Iry‘o" it be forwarded to that Officer through the Chief Engineer for any observations he may
cop 1 @ ’
wish to offer. .
(Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government,
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