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No. 61.  Read the following™ Minute by the Right IHonorable the President, dated 17th
March 1857.

I transfer a letter just received from Mr. Huddleston to Government, with the recommen-
dation, that temporary employment be given him, provided that it can be afforded without in any
way compromising Government, with respect to the Covenant with Mr. Huddleston, which I
consider, is now entirely at an end. :

Letter from H. B. HUDDLESTON, Esq., Civil Engineer; to the Right Honorable the Presi-
dent, dated Masulipatam, 6th March 1857,

My Logrbp,

I have been duly made acquainted with the decision of your Lordship’s Government in
Minutes of Consultation No. 327, dated 18th February 1857, and learn the severe light in which
my conduct has been viewed. I certainly did not know that my refusal under very peculiar
circumstances, to carry out an estimate would have been considered an act of insubordination,
for which the penalty was summary dismissal and my ruin. I acted as I should have done in
England with members of my own profession and on mentioning the circumstances to a gentle-
man who from his position and long residence in India should have known, he approved of my pro-
ceedings. I now find my mistake and that I have been judged by that strict Military rule which
makes disobedience such a serious offence ; I think that the knowledge of my ignorance of Mili-
tary discipline might have induced my superior to extend to me the same grace that is generally
accorded to Military Officers when accused of conduct not affecting their character. If I had
been warned either to withdraw my letter, because being insubordinate, it was fatal to my pros-
pects in India, or to stand the consequences, T should have had nobody but myself to blame had
I persisted in refusing to obey orders. I will not now saya word in my defence. I earnestly
solicit your Lordship to shew me some mercy. I am left without resources and without the
means of defraying the expenses of myself and family to England, which had I the notice of one
year as Colonel Faber kindly suggested, I should be enabled to save. My position has been
peculiar. It may be within your Lordship’s recollection that my brother who came to this
country with me had to return through severe indisposition from which he has never recovered
and has been dependent upon me ever since. 'This together with expenses consequent upon his
sickness and my removal from Arcot, have left me quite unable to meet the necessities of my
present severe misfortune. I therefore take the libertyto bring my case to your Lordship’s notice
in thie hope that justice may be tempered with mercy. The position of an educated man in this
country without means and with the stigma of Government on his conduct is very painful and
I trust that your Lordship will allow me to remain in the service for a few months to save money
to pay my passage home or will be pleased to allow me sufficient to doso. I appeal to your Lord-
ship’s conscience, is not beggary too severe a punishment for the offence of insubordination partly
committed in ignorance ; for I trust your Lordship will allow me to protest against the charge of
incompetency, if it was just though harsh to dismiss me for insubordination, it was surely un-
necessary to make the blow more severe by indirectly taking away my character as an Engineer.

No. 62. ORDER THEREON, No. 524 ; dated 21st March 1857.

Ordered that the letter from Mr, Iuddleston above recorded be forwarded to the Chief
Engincer with the intimation that although the Government consider that that gentleman’s Cove-
nant with the East India Company is entirely at an end, they will not in consideration of his
necessities, object to his temporary employment in any subordinate capacity, for which Colonel
Faber may consider him to be fit.

(Signed) H.FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government,



Letter from II. B. HUDDLESTON, Esq., Civil E‘ngineer; to the Right Honorable the Presi- I
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I have been duly made acquainted with the decision of your Lordship’s Government in '
Minutes of Consultation No. 327, dated 18th February 1857, and learn the severe light in which l
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h 3 accorded to Military Officers when accused of conduct not affecting their character. If I had Y
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. means of defraying the expenses of myself and family to England, which had I the notice of one
j year as Colonel Faber kindly suggested, I should be enabled to serve. My position has been
‘ peculiar. It may be within your Lordship’s recollection that my brother who came to this .
> country with me had to return through severe indisposition from which he has never recovered !
and has been dependent upon me ever since. This together with expenses consequent upon his

sickness and my removal from Arcot, have left me quite unable to meet the necessities of my
‘ present severe misfortune. I therefore take the liberty to bring my case to your Lordship’s notice ;

in the hope that justice may be tempered with mercy. The position of an educated man in this ’

country without means and with the stigma of Government on his conduct is very painful and
’ I trust that your Lordship will allow me to remain in the service for a few months to save money
to pay my passage home or will be pleased to allow me sufficient to doso. I appeal to your Lord-
ship’s conscience, is not beggary too severe a punishment for the offence of insubordination partly
committed in ignorance ; for.I trust your Lordship will allow me to protest against the charge of
j incompetency, if it was just though harsh to dismiss me for insubordination, it was surely un-
: - necessary to make the blow more severe by indirectly taking away my character as an Engineer.

| ' ‘ (A true copy.)

(Signed) H. FORBES,

Acting Secretary to Government.
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