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t Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 24th March 1857.
% No. 32,  Read the followinzy Extract from the Proceeldings of the Acting Superintending

_ Engincer, Northern Circle, in charge of the Central office of Public Works, dated
- 2nd March 1857, No. 10561, '
Read the following letter from Major B. LAWFORD, Superintending Engineer, Southern
Circle, to Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer, dated Camp Trichinopoly, 23rd Fe-
bruary 16857, No. 58. : '

; . SIR,

I have already reported the necessity of postponing the transfer of the Executive charge of
the Trivady Talook of Tanjere to the Engineer’s Department and I have now the honor to sub-
mit copies of correspondence shewing the decision arrived at by the Collector and myself that
the duties of the entire District should be made over to Major Birdwood on the Ist August next.

4 2. This propositon was made on my part froma conviction that since the establishments
o necessary for carrying out the new system of Public Works have been sanctioned, and the
! ) knowledge of an approaching change has become general there is and must be a degree of diffi-

i culty in the present executive arrangements which may prove detrimental, unless a definite
term is fixed for their continuance.

3. Under this opinion, T have suggested that no change shall take place (with certain ex-
5 . ceptions) until the termination of the present working scason, in order that there may be no
difficulty in closing the accounts of the great mass of ordinary works, and none of that déscrip-
tion may be transferred in an unfinished state.

4. Ihave now concluded my inspections of the principal works under execution and
provided for most of the important repairs of the season, but the references are 50 numerous,
that I feel unwilling to relinquish the duty of answering them during the absence of any Officer
whose position will allow of his doing so in a satisfactory manner, and I am anxiously looking
for the arrival of either Major Birdwood or Lieutcnant Vertue.

\ Resolved to forward to Government for information, and orders, copy of the foregoing letter
‘ No. 58, dated 23rd February 1857, with its accompanying enclosure reporting the arrangements
proposed to be made for the permanent transfer of the executive duties of the Tanjore District

to the Enginecr Department on the Ist August 1857,

(Signed) C. C. JOHNSTON, Captain,
Acting Superintending Engineer Novthern Cirele.

No. 33. OrpEr THEREON, No. 510 ; dated 20th March 1857.

The Officer in charge of the Central office of Public Works submits a letter from the
; Superintending Engineer Southern Circle, recommending the transfer of the Executive duties of
Tanjore to the District Engineer from lst August next. Captain Johnston also forwards the
correspondence which has passed on the subject between Major Lawford and the Acting Collector.

' 2. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council sanctions the transfer of the executive
duties of Tanjore to the District Engineer from st August next as recommended. The Chief
Enginecr will be good cnough to submit as early as possible a detailed list of the proposed ex-

ecutive Circles.

3. The Government must however notice some of the points contained in Major Liwford's
: : letter to the Acting Collector, dated 24th February 1857, which are inconsistent with their in-
tentions, and must create confusion in the working of the new system. Major Lawford informs
Mr. Phillips ¢ that all works of a strictly emergent nature are intended to remain under” his
“ Executive control.” The Government are not aware that any such reservation was made in
regard to emergent works. Para. 3, Minutes of Consultation, dated 7th October 1856, No.
1826, provides only for sudden emergencies and accidents.  It'directs that in the cases of breaches
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of tanks and channels it will be the duty,
as well as of heads of villages to take j
without delay to the nearest member of

ed into requiring the Revenue De
emergent,

as at present, of Tahsildars and other Rev

mmediate steps to repair the damage, sending word
the Engineer Department, but this must not be constru-
partment to execute gl] works that may be sanctioned as

cnue officers,

4. Againina subsequent para, Major Lawford observes that he thinks ¢ that some of the

larger works recently sanctioned, may be transferred from the Ist August if the Civil Engineer
is prepared to execute them,” The Government imagine that there is a clerical error in the date
thus given, for when the transfer is made j and must include'all works large
or small, completed or in progress, and now that the Public Works Establishment has been no-
minated, there can be nothing to preclude the District Engincer from taking charge of all.
5. Major Tawford suggests that as a new account of the annual
on the 1st May it might be advisable to make over part of the exec
but the Government do not recognize the Propriety of two dates for
the expenditure on the roads in Tanjore is made chiefly from M
May would be, as nearly as possible, the middle of the working se

tire Department myst take place on the Ist August, ang there
Justing the accounts,

grant for roads commences
dtive from the above date,
the transfer, particularly as
arch to July, so that the ]st of
ason.  The transfer of the en-
should be no difficulty in ad-

)

6. The Government cannot close these remarks without expressing their
manner in which bapers are submitted o G
which form the subject of thj

notice which they deserve,

surprize at the
overnment from the Central office, The letters -

s order do not appear to have received from Captain Johnston the -

(Signed) 1. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to 3

overnment,
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