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No. 64. Read the following letter from M. MURRAY, Esq., Collector of Cuddapah ; to J. ‘% )
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Para. 1. With reference to Extract from Minutes of Consultation dated 16th January .
1857, No. 112, with respect to obtaining supplies for the Mahramut Department, T have the honor o
to request, you will be so good as obtain the opinion of Government on the following points, .
and favor me with their sentiments for my information and guidance, viz. to what extent are the
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Department should make their own arrangements. As it is ‘probable that new Ghauts will be .
speedily commenced to be opened in this province, I beg the favor of early instruction. .

3. With reference to Lieutenant Hemery's letter, with rezard to supplies, I would beg to X
réfaark that he has willingly kept back information from Government which ought to have been ,
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of \7¢h Iarch 1857.

grain, when it was selling at Cuddapah, only 13 miles distant, from 17 to 18 measures per Ru-
pee.  These are the men who, have made complaints that I know of,

5. With regard to the statements of Major Boileau, they are to be taken with several grains
of allowance, as the Overseers employed at that time, viz. time of famine, were stationed at
small villages, which many of the inhabitants had deserted and had consumed the few fowls they
formerly possessed, and consequently the difficulty of procuring them elsewhere was proportion-
ately great, and as I have previously stated declining to pay the full price demanded and during
this same year Poultry of any kind could with difficulty be procured in Cuddapah the Overseers
could not obtain the required number.

6. With regard to Mr. Egan, such a statement as that put forth, T cannot in the slightest

degree credit, the grain merchant’s shops were open and he could have purchased as much as he
pleased, to suppose that he and his numerous family lived for a period of 11 days ‘on what his

gun produced,” I believe to be perfectly fallacious as sheep were in the neighbourhood if he
chosed to purchase them.

7. Of Mr. Cope, I have never heard, if any communication had been made with regard to
him, I have no recollection of it nor do I know who he was, but upon a reference to Major
Boileaus’ letter quoted by the Chief Engineer, it would appear that Messrs. Cope and Newkam
“lived upon Bacon and Potatoes” on account of the difficulty of getting regular market supplics ;
I would beg to ask where regular market supplies can be obtained in any village all along that
road or in most of the villages in Cuddapah ; but the same Mr, Newham informed me, he found
no difficulty at his station on the Bellary road, in procuring sheep, a flock of which, he brought
with him when he left that station for another which strougly mititates against the statement of
Major Boileau, If Mr. Cope be the person who was employed on the Boogga and Rolla rivers
and who was dismissed for ill-treatment of the natives and with strong presumption of having
committed Rape upon a female employed in the work, though it was not substantially proved, his
treatment of the natives would shew the cause of his not obtaining supplies.

. 8. In conclusion, I beg to state, that, I regret, exceedingly taking up the valuable time of
Government by entering into such details; many more instances, I could enumerate not except-
ing the Engineer Officers themselves, which I shall not enter upon now and would not have
said so much, did I not consider it due to myself, having been condemned by Government upon
an exparte statement in which a number of the real facts have been kept back, IIad I been
called upon for any remarks, I had to make on Lieutenant Hemery's letter I think it probable,
the remarks of the Minutes of Consultation would not have been written or at least greatly
modified.

No. 65. . ORDER 'rm:nu:ou, No. 486 ; dated 17th March 1857,

In the above letter, the Collector of Cuddapah refers to the orders passe(i By Government
in an Extract from the Minutes of Consultation dated the 16th of January No. 112, on a
representation made to the Chief Engineer by the District Engineer of the difficulties that the
Subordinate Officers of his Department experienced in procuring ordinary supplies Withi'n the
District of Cuddapah. Mr. Murray enters into some details of disputes which, he has heard,
have arisen about supplies, between the Overseers and the village reddies, and desires to have the
opinion of Government on two points. ‘ '

1st. The extent to which the heads of villages and other public servants are to be called wpon
to procure supplies for the Officers of the Mahramut Department and 2nd how supplies
are to be afforded * to coolies and others when new Ghauts.are to be opened.”

2. In the opinion of the Government this referer.ce was unnecessary; in the Extract Minutes

Consultation above referved to, the Collector was reminded that the Board of Public Works had
on a former occasion directed him to issue peremptory orders that all persons in the Public
Works Department, wherever stationed, should be punctually supplied with necessary and
usual articles on payment, and he was informed that the Governor in Council could see nothing
in the fact that the Executive of the Public Works had been changed from the Collector to the
Engineer, which would at all alter, in this respect, the duties of the former Officer. Mr, Mur-
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" Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 17th March 1857.

e e e

ray was told that he was expected fully to perform this duty, and that any instance of neglect,
leading to obstruction to the public service, would incur the severe displeasure of Government.
The Collector was informed that heads of villages were to be made clearly to understand that it
was their duty to furnish ordinary articles of consumption without delay, at fair prices ; the
hope of Government was expressed that no further difficulty would arise in Cuddapah, where
alone any difficulty had been heard of, and their resolution, not to permit one branch of the pub-
lic service to be impeded by apathy or opposition in another, was pointedly communicated to the
Collector.

3. The orders of Government have thus been already passed on the points raised by the Col-
lector, and to those orders Mr. Murray is now referred.

(Signed) H. FORBES,
- Acting Secretary to Government.
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