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Fort Saint George, Public Works Cousultation of 17th March 1857,

Read the following papers.

No.47.  Extract from the Minutes of Consultation in the Military Deéartment, dated 14th
February 1857,

Read the following letter from the Military Board ; to Colonel C. A. BROWNE, Secretary to
Government, Military Department, dated 12th F. ebruary 1857, No. 309.

SIR,

We have the honor to lay before Government, a full and detailed report fromn the Superin-
tendent Gun Powder Manufactory on the buildings of the manufactory, and to add that a walk
over the premises will fully confirm the correctness of the Superintendent’s description of the
defective state of the building.

needed; but there is one building to which we would particularly allude and that is an office
for the Superintendent. - . ) .

" 8. It is desirable and indeed essential that the Superintendent should be present for many
hours during the day, and to ensure this, good cover is Tequisite, ‘for this object the Board
believe that a trifling outlay would suffice vig, Rupees (1,500) one thousand and five hundred.

4. Aswe find it very difficult to allow “alterations to be going on at the same time as the
Manufactory is working, we advise that a sum of Rupees (5,000) five thousand, be granted to the
Superintendent for such buildings as may be most needed, and that the Civil Architect be direct-
ed to visit the work at least once a week to satisfy himself about the progress, kind of work, and
cost, but the whole expenditures and work to be under the Superintendent,

5. We may mention that the buildings of the Gun Powder Manufactory are very ancient
_nearly 50 years, and originally of a very slight form, and defective construction, at the same
time they have been véry Inexpensive buildings to Government, '

6. Thosé which are now proposed to be executed should be of a ver.y ordinary deseription
and run up with all expedition, ' :

7. Asthe season is favorable; we recommend Government to grant the expenditure as
early as possible, .
"(Signed) /ENEAS SHIRREFF, Brigadier,
Commandant of Artillery.

( »¢) G. BALFOUR, Lieut. Colonel,
) Stipendiary Memb. r,

Referred to the Department Public Works.
(By Order.)

(Signed) H. MARSHALL, Lieut. Colonel,
- " Deputy Secretary to Government.

——

Letter from Major G. W. S. SIMPSON » Superintendent of the Gun Powder Manufactory ; to
Ceptain A. H. HOPE, Secretary to the Military- Board, dated 2ud February 1857,

No. 257,

*

Sir,

1. Thave the honor to forward for the information of the Military Board, a report on the
present condition of the several buildings forming the Manufactory, and to offer the following
observations thereon, - )



2. The buildings most urgently re
and the Barrelling Room, The presen
inflames at a low temperature) in cloge contact w;
I consider most dangerous, and one that T would
The old Sulphur Room stang; &
extremely well byt store,
Manufactory would lose all jts
diate repair, the flooring being in a bagd

. under the cracksg and hoIonvs in the w

» indeed dangerq

orn out planking.
3. The skylights and ventilators

sable, both with regard to the health o

Tequested f,
f the work p
to carry on work,

r. thle Several rooms, are absolu.tely indispen.
eople, ang that they may be better enabled

4. The Su]phur_re_ﬁpiqg Room, for the Same reason, should 1, ;
workmen now during the refining Process, inhale Suiph;lrous Acid.V? Upper Ventilators, Tpe
noxious ; a free current of air by ‘ It

g, 18 irres irable
UPPer ventilation, would e this vapmﬁ- from :;Ild ot
5. The Artificer's, so called, workshop, ' €.room,

is wholly unfit for work people, Part of an olq cattle shed, anq

6. The remarks iy the report, speak to the conditj
with sufficient distinctness.. The building that I would
i, the old foundry, as it must be re.. :
buildings should be placed i

Report on the condition of the several

"The Office is & small, low, tileq, unceiled bujgi
modation, The central portiop appr

n B
: Superinte A Suilicient accome
. S ek ndent i

convenient for the dytjeg carried on ip j¢, The room occupieq bynth is ?ot Suﬂimently large or

. . - € clerks 3
*Length .....,...... 1g feet Of: the rea,r vua_ndah and 5o Swal] that one ¢] 'frks N erely a comner
B:g:dth...... e 1000 without dlsturbmg the others, ors cannot leave his desk
Height to Wil plate 9 : fom the IOWnesS of the tiled f, th
) ) i roof, the
* 4 trying to hegpy, - o0 "0,

The Office Tequires an additiong] u
verandahs ; the whole fitted up with sh
of the Superintendent, ang Chemical apa]yq;

alysis, The presenttu ;eS, adapted for the genera] duties
available for the writers, Conicopolies &e. The buildipe also uPermtendent,s room wil] then bo
. . c g also J

Mz‘scellaneous’ Godown.
€ storing of
the walls,

This godown appropriated for ¢},
the flooring is very much worn, apq

ram’ and Spare s
siderable repairs,

tores, reqy’ .
u
door, anq Wood * TCquUires genery] repair,

“Work generally, Tequire con-

' Gram Bush, Charcoa{, Slore
These store Yooms, forming t}e front anq Tear
are in a rujnous condition, Ngt having

Roomg,

tten, and bolts worn by rust

nsive and Speedy repair,

Common Charcog]
ed for many ye,
Tequires general

‘ Godown,
This room has not been Tepair,

door old and dilapidated, this roon, TS, Toof i baq

; order,
Tepair,

) Mode] Room, -

- This room Tequires genera] Tepair, wa]

and floor entjre renewal,

Is plaistering: i .
Plaistering. Doy and windows thorough Tepair,
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’ ¢t Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 17th March 1857.
Fort Saint Ge y X
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’ B
A ‘ew wuldOWS Wlth glass 'and W oodu" hhutters are l‘eqlllled, a:nd an Open ‘telraced VEraRN=
n iron i »l tl’uctl nr .
da.h 1 'y

Surgery.

This room requires plaistering. |
' Nitre Refining Rooms.

Ihese rooms are il’l fa.il.: Ol‘del“ but requil‘e Outside p]aistellng
. .
W ld give more light and Ventllatlon tO the Work.Peop]e.
ou )

.E' Vapm ating Boilef anfi Still R0.0m8 ) ) ) i ‘
i i g— y ig t-h 3 room .1s a neces-~
R f : tof Order"‘outside Waﬂs require Plalst..el'ln a8 Sk haht n 1 ) .
001 ou >

, the addition of two skylights,

. .

improvement. .
I Sulphur Refining Room.

n iax

: lphur fumes. - : .
the il ' Sale Nitre Godown. .

w. OWS a d [s} "—— VW O e 'o ing W'aln
1 i 1n entll‘e rene
00rYs a

This Godown has not been repaired for many years.

Pulveﬁzing Sulphur Room,

In good order—outside walls require plaistering.
-]

Timber, Iron, and Tar Godown.

— ut— —woodw deca, éd.
Requires entire repair: flooring worn out—roof bad oodwork y
Fire dr!/in!l Grambush, Charcoal Room. d et windows
O ' 1 —d O W ( W
Earthen flooring at présent and requires renewal with stone flags
arthe

decayed. . .
}',I‘his Room has not been repaired for many years.

Pulverizing Grambusk Charcoal Room. - slight, to give
| I d order—outside walls require plaistering—this room requires a skylight,
00 e
additi[;fal light and ventilation to the workpeople.

Sulphur Store Rooms. e S
D d windows very . much out of repaif———ﬁooring Tequires renewal—o
oors an -
plaistering, have not been repaired for many years.

Composition Weighing Room.

: ires skylights, or
In fair condition, but foo dark for the work, and badly ventilated. Requires skylig
n fair ) s

additional glazed windows, and outside plaistering. , ' )

ltpetre Store Room. . .
Crude Sa P; :erepair__ﬂooril\g renewed and doors and win

Walls require plaistering, and roof thorou
ws repaired., . - }
w ’ " General Store Room and Overseer’s gﬁc e stone foor
. - 1d: mng
‘ 1 i istering—present dilapidated flooring P
nd pillars require plaistering—p ‘ e amce. an
laid (;Z;BS :he rI;moval oqf the present centre pillars tvl:ould afford P . .
o ’ ildi ki er. . -
now scattered in different buildings, to be kept toge

e h ve stox'le flooring.
The present Earthen floor in bad order. This room .should ha

ote.— o o — ndows—the timber of tle
intino wi ti
ildi gs require painting doors and
Note.—The above buildings q -

roofs couting with tar, - .

s d order—the Laterite pava-.
The square formed by the Refinery and store rooms is in vc:'l_ys' 2? w(:;er during rem. Tre
ing worn ir?to deep hollows, and impeding work, and forml'ng pools :
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Fort Saint Geor, ic Y . e
nt George, Public Works OOnsultrztion of 17¢h M. A .
. «aren 1857,
whole of this pavement requires renewal ‘ 7

requi ; .. sand the .
quires repair the entrance gate 1s in a bad state andWOOZ terrace in the centre of
s ieeds l‘epair .
and paint,

Composition Miz;
. . ; .
N 1.1;11 good repair, .the roof of the buildine li W“nd De{)oszt Rooms,
ylights onﬂd rectify these deficiencies, TTlirt > Vefltllation bad
, atmospl.lere, impregnated with Sulphur, ¥y 'tglo Individuals hay
' ' ‘areoal particles
Artificers’ Wy, Shop .

doci?ﬁl?:l 32 temporary arrange
O;s . hx requ.n'es' an additiona?
a doc ld € roof ig bad, ang no e
widing at present is toq smallgr

. »and light deficient,
Nitre, ang £ NOW to breath g confined

This building, apparently only
old Cattle shed, cohveuiently situate
feet of height, with windows and do
Forges. Tke floor earthen.
every respect.

r.nent, forms ope end of

six feet of length, ang th v
ess for the smoke from :lfe
» and unfig for the Artificers i:

This formerly fine and
) well built erect;
;nade a. most efficient and usefyl buildinlrre
uced into the Manufactory, - ? When the Ch 1
arcog,

Overseer’
7’s anfl S“Pervisnrs'

In thorough repair,
Ml Building, py,, ¢
In good order, N
Ml Building, N, 2

In'good order,

Q“arters,

. " Ml Building, jo 5 - o
In good order, - ' |
- Ml Building, N, 4
In good order, .

| Press Rooh, No I
equires outside plaisteripe
-]

and slj .
Pregs Room, Np, 9 » and slight Tepairs to doors

In serviceable order
Calke Room, N, 1 .
Door Tequires repyjy.

Calﬁe ROom, No. [74
In gooq order, :

. C’orning Room, N, o

ors put j
'—The const . but in thorou h .
: Tuction . gh repair,
ground the floors should be rais::l‘ tth;: Corning Rooms b IP
: : . at least six ; aulty ; ¢ .
’ SIX inches, . Y ; the flgop Being

leVel ‘vith the

3t should be sjx inch
Tein always causes y

es higher, T

S alars oyt R
NP vt 4
s a1 o ~- LT S N 3 —
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I e h b et ama T T ————
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 17th March 1857.
W A

This room requires four glazed windows to be added,

L ]
and Porticos enclosed at the sides to

each doorway.

Glazing Room.

The doors and door frames arc in very bad order, and the floor very much worn, like all the

other buildings, the floor is on too low a level; and should be raised 'six inches,
rain accompanied with wind causes a cessation

From the doorways having no outer screen,
The doorways require Porticos, and

of work, besides making the room ‘damp for many days.
the room, four glazed windows, or inner glass doors.

East drying teirace.
- ) In good repair.
West drying terrace.
In good repair.

Winnowing room.

This room is in very bad repair, and very ill adapted for one of the most hnportant proces-
in the manufacture of Powder. The floor is on the ground level, allowing gravel to be
flush with the walls the currents of air necessary
The floor is thoroughly out of repair,
e roof requires slight repair, This
the floor newly laid and raised six
mn a wind funnel.  The
and no care will

ses 4
brought in by the wind; the doorways being

for Winnowing are not properly directed into the room.
and the doorsand door frames in a dilapidated condition. Th
room‘ should have four glazed windows or inner glass doors,
The doorways screened by Porticos with curved side walls to for
ement is one of the causes of the Madras Powder being dusty,
this draw back until the room is better constructed.

inches.
present bad arrang
effectively remedy

Coopers Room.

al, doors repaired and Porticos added, walls require plaistering.

Floor requires renew
Painters Room.

uire plaistering floor entire renewal—doors and windows

The roof in bad order, walls req

in very bad order.
Old Sulphur room.

but now in a ruinous condition. If put in thoroug'h order
would be a most useful store for Sulphur, end afford the reans of removing that material from
its present dangerous neighbourhood to the Nitre and Firewood stores. (Vide’ Report of Com-
mittee, Colonel McLeod, }?resident, to Military Board, dated 23rd August 1856.)

An originally well built room,

Magazine.

removal, and a wal
o render them more suited for a M

1 ten feet high built in room.

In good repair but the palisadiflg requires i than
The small windows require trifling alteration t aga

at present.

Bullock shed.

In serviceable condition.

Straw yard.

Requires extension repair to the palisading.

Bricklayers room-
Slight repair to door required.

Note. All the doors, windows, and roofs require painting,
fastenings better secured. '

Every building in which the Powder passes.through :
should have at least twelve feet all round flagged with square bric
most enters the rooms, and is continually carried in by the feeto

a constant source of peril.

and many of the bolts and

the several processes of Manufacture,
k. At present the gravel al-
f the workmen, so creating

(Signed) G- SIMPSON, Major,
Superintendent Gun Powder Manufactory.
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" outlay have beeq added.

.

f Engineer ; to H.
h 1857, No. 10663,

FORBES, Esq., Acting

tary to Government, dated 4¢p Mare
SIr.

I do myself the honor to enc'lo early orders (;f Gé)vernxne;
. ', copy of a despatcl
No. 158, of the 2nd Instant from the Civil Architect at the Presidency respect?r?rﬂzh: p:ﬁ?it;:
of Mr. Williams on the Pantheon road which aye obtainable ,5 an ,ﬁi y
of from 130, to 140 Rupees. ' ollice, for a monthly rent

Secre-

.

se for the

separation of the two offices of Civj i Lln.son o ifests
dent establishments, which is ess
personal responsibility in the Ife
to the public service,

ential to reg) efficie

ey, and to the f 1
ad of each office, ot

from which go much bepe

3. Nothing can be more
footing of mixed and undefined

completely unsatlsfactory tomy owp jUdgment than the joint
office servants are liable to requ

.m.a'xlvagem.ent‘, which ag Yet continyeg to prevail, So long as the
1sitions alike £y m the Ciyil Architect and the Gayr;

0

PeT control exercised by either, and the present confusiop j

nue unless the separation of the establishmeptg be authoratively enjoined y
e

Atkinson overlooking the Extract Proceedings of the Chief Engineer N
28th January 1857, continues to feel af liberty ¢4 employ his t?
mates for works within the Garrison, of an eXdusively

e detailed modiﬁcations

‘likely to conti-
» a8 Lieutenant Colonel
0. 9931, under date the

Oy Wime 1 Preparing Plang angd esti-

“ Military” character,
4. Subject to any futur .
site, I do myself the honor to strongly recommeng that ay She‘_’v to be requi-
office of the Superintending Engineer Presidency Rupees | 191 o e drawn hitherto for the
Civil Architeet and the Garrison En y

; ¢ cqually divided between 1
Olncer, and to O'i , a ween the

each officer that a sum of Rupees 74?5-8 plus Ry e 10 1) et to the indep endent action of

tenant Colonel A tkinson and of 745.8 plus R orekeeper be allotted to Lieu-

tain Rawlins from the st Instant, keeper be assigned to Cap-

tion is obtainable without
part, the efficiency and ‘e¢ h I fully ey ect, to
action of the Garrison Engineer, a BIc ta resyl

any addition

to have both Engineer O
under peculiar circumstances in

tect's office should be as unconn
Engincer.

bated from the new pro-
at on e then thought desirable,

ng the new System, and
that the Ciyj] Archi-

ver, the Mmunicipal Civil
6. It would of course be Proper to concede the privile

. o Of lor: .
?ut' t? the Sem.o,. officer, ood the method ¢, be pursua g }tmolnt).r of selection through-
individual, until the respective allotments are made goog. ® alternately seleet each one

P. S.—Since the foregoing W ", cther o N
Architect No, 161 of 3rg Tnstant; anq L er

. Througt i i
) 2 T roug }Iou.t 'thx.s Production the § ghess tg comply wip ¢} .
“y superior aut ortty 1s betrayed, anq In order ¢, swell the ey di 1€ system ordered
Civil Department,” the cost of groins (clearly €Xceptional) of o diture Copresenting the

O Toads ang gyep of municipal
3. Moreover the Civil Architect ovey

looks the instryet; ‘
A . . N Stfuctiong -
works of the Presulency mc]udmg Voper)., and Perambm-e b of the whole of the Military
Lingincer, . INg placed ypg

er the Garrison

.;

3>
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4 e -

o Ty s W
- - et el AR o Y B
T v Tms e g A AR el AR )
e T e Y ‘B30 A .
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.
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W . [‘ h 5

. = P b b lad ,) {
4‘ If thEIefole tlle groins (Itu ees 1,36,‘95,) al'ld the GOVelnment Ioads (Itupees l 21 ~3

- . 's list, it will be seen \

h ding items be withdrawn from Lieutenant Collonell3 j:tl::isr??his sta’tement includes ‘

and the succee flicesis nearly equal. But ag ¢ the '

: diture of the two office 'm the future charge o

that the average expen he whole of which are o form the |
i ithin the Fort, the w ) {ttle ingenuity to prepare a

all the Civil offices wi hat it would require very little ing dinos of

. . and I apprehend tha . 5 X ixtract Procecding
Garrison Engllr;eec;;ties of tlile Garrison Engineer as laid down in fth}:% IC:ivil Acchitect.
the Chief Engi

In fact the net figures as they now stand shew respectively.
0 Rupees...3,18,457, Civ?l.
d 3,39,471, Military ool confid
ivi light d:f;’lere,r’lce in excess to the latter head, and I the(rlefo:’e; o ] be found
gwmigdt'h? ?ol:; of establishment proposed in para. 4 of the body ,
equal divisi

equitable and appropriate,

ent that the

10 ORrDER THEREON, No. 478 ; dated 16th March 1857.
No. 49.

. letter
is Departmnent a
Minutes of Consultation above recorded refers ngdte}:]lts of tlljle Gun Powder
B s i s et o,

from the Mili

4 recommend-
SEN ing Manufactory, an I dines as
i he buildings composing the | uch buildings .
Manufactory relati‘vg 88(; }Eus;: (xfaty e‘be granoted to the Superintendent for s
ing that asum of 5,

; 1 .t the ’ i
. : e directed to visi )
tly need repair, and that the Civil Arclufect shou](:iog The letter from the \/ )
o mosfl ur%'i?'y }lrlimself as to their progress and cost durmg1 zxegflt o ;md Gartison Engincer
works and sati i f the offices of Civil Archite horto drawn
i 1 advocates the separation of the hat the amount hither ! '
Chief Enginecr & list ts, and recommends tha ou be equally di- :
. . independent establishments, : - Division, be eq ‘ l
into distinct and in intending Engineer Presidency the propo-
lishment of the Superintending ) fore passing orders on ]
for the office estab . Garrison Engineer. Before p | Council
. ivil Architect and the Garris . bl the Governor i
vided between the Civi i ications, the Right Honora . hat the res-
.. . . foregoing communications, g 1 of authority, tha
sitions contained in the going oot U elash o it tho res-
i it hi irable, in order to prevent co . | the first instance r |
considers it highly desn'a- s 11 d Garrison Engineer should in : ‘1 state bis )
; ies of the Civil Architect and Garr g he Chief Engineer wi : .
pective duties o fore to request that the L ihin which
He resolves therefo 4 the limits W
ly defined and settled. o o 3 to ench Officer an thin which
ini harges to be respectively assig ) hich he would propo
opinion as to the charg : Iso the establishment w 165, and the
rcise their functions ; as also 4 1857, No. :
they Sh(;‘lﬂd exel:1 CIIS:tra 3 Extract Minutes Consultation 22nd January 4
with reference to para. .
extent of their respective charge.

T y t a copy
Ch i tion of Governmen
i i forward for the mformo o Iotter.
ief Engineer is requested to : O 3o
fh'Q'P ocltle:dinolf: of t}::e 28th January 1857, No. 9934, referred to in p
of his Pr [ |
(Signed) H. FORBES, .
Acting Secretary to Govern
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