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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultotion of 10th March 1857.
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No. 48. : OrpER THEREON, No. 424; dated 4th March 1857,

1. With his letter above recorded, the Chief Engineer submits one from the Superinten-
dent of the East Coast Canal, reporting the completion of the Adyar and Palaur Canal from the
Adyar to Sadras, a distance of 35 miles. The distance completed is declared to be open to na-
vigation, and it is supposed that even during’ the hot season, when the bars of the rivers com-
municating with the Canal are closed it will be available for light traflic,

2. The Superintendent considers, that inasmuch as no efforts have yet been made by the
inhabitants of the villages lying along the margin of the Canal to build boats, it will need the
stimulus of a palpable and direct profit to induce them to enter into the matter with spirit ;
and to encourage the use of the Canal, he offers four suggestions; which are considered by the
Chief Engineer as “sensible and suitable for the occasion.” These suggestions are as follows.

3. 1. To exempt {rom all Toll, boats using the Canal for the first 4 or 5 years.

2. Should the above not prove a sufficient inducement after the experience of a couple
of months, to offer rewards for the production of boats on the Canal.

3. Or, to build and work boats at the Government expense and offer larger rewards
for the imitation of the Government Models.

4., To appoint an agent in Moulmein for the supply of Teak, in order that timber may
be obtained at less expense than the present ordinary market price, which is to
a great extent prohibitive of the free building of boats.

In accordance with these proposals, the Chicf Engineer submits a draft Notification to be
published in the Gazette.

4. The Governnient are unable to concur with the Chief Engineer's reasoning., The line
of Canal has not yet been declared open, and the Government are disappointed to find the head
of the Public Works Department recommending the adoption of a course, the main principle
involved in which is a deliberate conviction that, unlessthey are paid for doing so, no one will

-

use the work.

5. 'The Government moreover observe, that the Superintendent himself expressly says that,
probably when .the fact of the Canal being open becomes known to the boat owners north of
Madras, many will at once try their fortunes by transporting their boats to the south.

6. The Government admit that, under the present circumstances of India, it is the duty
of the State to provide for the people and the traffic of the country, ready and cheap means of
locomotion and of transport, in the first instance at the public expence, but they cannot admit
that, having done this, they are not entitled to receive interest for the capital invested, by the
collection of Tolls, and still less that they are called upon to pay the public for making use of
the facilities provided.

7. Aslittle to be approved is the other proposal made by the Superintendent and advocat-
ed by the Chief Engineer, that Government should enter into the Timber trade with a view to
% regulate the market.”

8. All that will now be necessary is to publish in the Gazette, a simple Notification in
English, Tamil, and Teloogoo, that the Canal is open witha certain depth of water, this,
Colonel Faber will be good enough to prepare, and submit at his earliest convenience; when
promulgated, a number of copies will be struck off and supplied to the Collectors of Madras,
Chingleput and South Arcot, and the Canal Superintendent, for general distribution.

9. The Government would have no objection to a few boats being built at the public ex-
pence as models, on an approved plan. In the papers connected with the Adyar and Cooum
junction project, now before the Government, mention is made by Colonel Arthur Cotton, of
long and narrow boats, as being the only ones suited for Canal traffic. The Chief Engineer
will be good enough to make some designs for such boats in concert with that Officer, and sub-
mit them for the approval of Government.

10. The Governor in Council concurs with the Chief Engineer in thinking that the
cost at which the 35 miles of Canal now reported open, have been completed (7,000 Rupees
per mile) is moderate and satisfactory.

[
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 10th March 1857.
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11. It is observed from para. 10 of his letter, that Colonel Faber proposes to call upon

Lieutenant Sankey to furnish a sketch plan of the three plots of ground pointed out by Lieute-. ...
. nant Chambers as suitable spots for unloading cargo boats coming down the Canal from Sadras.

The Government would wish that the Collector of Chingleput should be consulted on this point,
and request that Colonel Faber, will report upon the subject again, after communication with

Mr. Shubrick, and the Superintendent of the Canal, submitting at the same time, a sketch of the -

site selected.

(Signed) H. FORBES,
' Acting Secretary to Government.
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