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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 6th February 1857. ‘ .

No. 118. Read.the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer ; to
H. FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, D, P, W., dated 27th January
1857, No. 9783.

SIr,

* The 1st Assistant Civil Engineer in Malabar having already left that Province, and being
on his way to the Presidency to embark for England on sick Certificate under the new Rules-,
which admit of his Staff Appointment being retained, the District Engineer has felt it to be a
duty belonging to his own position to place before the Government, a representation of the
manner in which his Subordinate Officer has con_ducted his official duties generally, and parti-
cularly in his capacity of carrying on the new road via Mundoor from Palghaut to Calicut as its
Executive Officer.

2. Mezjor Selby, having been employed for considerably more than the average period of -
Officers in the Department Public Works; he has become entitled by his standing and ex-
perience to a high position in any general Departmental gradation list that may be drawn up ;
and the District Engineer represents himself as desirous of affording the Government such
authentic information respecting that Officer’s defective habits of business, and reprehensible
manner of keeping his accounts of public expenditure as may lead to Major Selby, baving the
professional position assigned to him which may be considered suitable to an Officer whose own
failure he considers to have been so signal, instead of that which Major Selby, might have claimed
and the Government have conceded, through simple length of service.

3. It being highly desirable that the sentiments of Government should be expressed, if it
be practicable, previous to Major Selby’s embarkation. T do myself the honor to forward the
two letters respectively of the 17th and 19th Instant with annexments from the District Engi-

' neer of Malabar in original (to be obligingly returned when no longer required.)

4. Captain Ouchterlony’s letter No. 895, dated 17th January contains a correct account of
the correspondence and clearly shews that the road accounts were kept in a very careless manner.
1t is accompanied by a series of accounts in original, marked ““ a” b d” e fand “g.”

* B, The first and second are accounts Current for ‘the same month of September 1836, the
frst an erroneous and the second a corrected one the second differs from the first in having
(1000) one thousand Rupees additional in the receipts, and an entirely new balance of Rupees
923-5-3 in the debit side of the account, on the credit side the first aceount has

‘ Rs. A. P.
Expended - - - - - - - 21 14 1
Balance in hand - - . - . 66 111
while the second account has .
Expended - - - - - - 923 6 7
' Balance on hand - - - - - 627 14 8

6. .The District Engiaeer having %o render his monthly statements to the Central office,
justly complains that the second of these accounts was forwarded without any explanation res-
pecting the first one beyond that contained in the note. : ’

¢ An error was discovered in the accounts forwarded 4 days ago.”

7. - The second point complained of is that after a lapse of two months, Major Selby, submit-
ted by way of explanation two other documents marked E. and F. neither of which really did
contain any explanation ; the first being a mere Abstract account aflording fewer particulars than
the accounts Current previously received, while the second was drawn up incorrectly shewing
, a balance of only Rupees 375, instead of 475, in the hands of the Wollawanaud Tahsildar.
It also appears to have been prepared under a misapprehension leading (apparently) to an attempt
to balance two sums totally unconnected with each other. It is possible however that there was
no such attempt, but that it was an error arising from carelessness or ignorance on the part of
the writer, who made up the accounts, But whatever the explanation of this particular may
Le, it is evident that both the documents E, and F. were useless to the District Engineer.
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of Gt/ I’ebr:zary 1857.

8. I maust confes

that the management of the accounts was
¢ than equivocal character, yet cven this
the exception of sundrics as per day book

a for September were payments for advances

rely in round numbers of 50 ang 100, the only exception being

-2-1, for Superintendence.

10. I, Para. 8, of his ] N

) 2 ctter No. 895, Capt

Ject of 3 €orrespondence b i ’ y

) etween Major Sely, » and ing arre t-
g R“_Pees 49-4.5, Supposed to be duezx the potions ta. het e,

following proportions to the members of
loyed by My, Hobbs, Major Selby's predecessor viz.

ain Ouchterlony brings forward the sub-
himself respec

Arequest made by V. Scott, Mr. Hobbs
¥8 work performed under Major

+3 there has been a lamentable de-
ughout the year, the progress that
d has beep most unsatisfactory, and -
ounded on the Ligh character. I had

No. '

fvo. 119. OrpER THEREON, No. 272; dated 6tk February 1857,

terlofhec(?}?};fEEngmeex: submits for the orders of Government two letters from Captain Ouch-

Assistz ,t é"l Ngineer in charge of Malabar, with his correspondence with Major Selby, First
Nt Civil Engineer in that District, and the accounts of the latter Officer of the Murdoor

and Malliapoora

m road funds ; t} ing desi sarele
Major Selhy d i these papers being designed to shew the carele
Was responsible,

X . 88 manner in which
charged his duties, in regard to b

ringing to account public money for which he
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 6th February 1857.
or )

' i 11 public
indi ity of kdbping correct accounts of all p
of the indispensable necessity 0 : e ol B pulie
. Prol\P;r'zsnSs:lby’s inability to explain the discrepancies p.omtedt ;;:t 1:20 klsmo vzing fo
expendltul'e-l 21ay bave been partly owing to his being unable ;10 mspecé_cted 20k ;he Ting {0
tain Ouchter Ong\ledical Certificate ; but the Government vc.'ould t;we exgd e et
e e ise th one of great importance, a
ted otherwise than as | ; : ot
Should}?()tl(};z:v}:f:eriade by Major Selby to explain the inaccuracy of his accounts,
vours shou

' f work
12 of his letter, the Chief Engineer alludes to the generalfb?:k;:z'ix;?:ezs ::ohri ‘
3-MI]n II)):: al.)istri(i:t during the time that Major Selby }}1?1(111 ;1}-;3;5?) :: ; ﬁe, ermanont ssteb
in the Hala P " to place that Officer in any 1.g 1t ¢ ostah
opinion that it is nc::l ies$§:§s ogepartment ; but before gi-vmg any_opl:moz‘o:;e;h;sfﬁ)llr; I;Pmi
oehment o'f tgzul:x‘;il directs that Major Selby whc;l is n.owt I:n f;ii;s;nd:ni oL PP
Governor in ht acainst him in the corn : ]

. . harges broug gainst : o if
tunity of repl}fmg ° t:'l;ﬁccaa;egof “no demands” will be W}thheld ﬁ:om Major S;:lgzi 1,: a:;hilhcmay
n the;ﬂegfll }txmlilftzequit Madras, he will be required to give security for any
pelled by 1il hea qui e

Ily found in his accounts.
e cveney (Signed) H. FORBES,
' Acting Secretary to Government.
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