


Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 23rd December 1857.

"Read the following papers. . :
No. 70. Extract from the Proceedings of the Chief Engineer, dated 16th. November 1857,
No. 5248.. . .
Read again the following letter, from the District Engineer of Chingleput.

, 1ate Head (H No. 1066, dated
Reporting on a Petition presented by Rama Row, (Here enter No. ated 25th Sept. 1857
Marahmat Goomastah in the Chingleput District. and Recorded in Dmry 2nd Octobex? 1807 )

Read also the following letter from the Distmct Engineer of Chingleput.

at Sub Overscer Rama Row may be struck off

ting th
Rcég'e: ;Eg' list of Sub Overseers, and that another may be ?(Here enter No, 1312, dated 9th November 1857.)

entertained in his stead by the stmct Engineer.

From the first of the above letters, it appears that Rama Row received an order from the
Collector of Chingleput to join the office of the District Engineer on the 1st of January 1857,
that the order was repeated in February, and that Rama Row did not join the District Engineer’s
office until the 4th April ; it appears also that Rama Row has since the latter date, frequent]y,

on the plea of sickness, absented himself from the District Engineer’s office, but that as he was

considered by the Collector to be a good Accountant, the District Engineer has not only refrain-
ed from reportmfr him, although constantly finding him idle ; but on receiving the Extract from
" the Minutes of Consultation No. 1559, dated 11th August ordeung that the old Marahmut ser-
vants were to be employed in the offices or as Sub Overseers, he appointed him to a Sub Over-
seership of the 2nd Class, on Rupees 30 $ mensem, that being the "highest appointment at the
District Engineer’s disposal, the salary of which approximated to Rama Row’s former pay.

2. Although thus leniently dealt with, it appears by the second letter from the Distrfct
Engineer, that Rama Row had not up to the 9th November joined the District Engineer.

3. The case being as stated above, the Chief Engineer resolves to recommend to Govern-
ment, that Rama Row be struck off the list of Sub Overseers, and of the D. P. W,, asitis quite
impracticable to do any thing with a Subordinate, who does just what suits his own apparent
convenience, and attends to no orders from his Superiors.

(A true Extract.)

A ' (Signed) C. E: FABER, Colonel,
' Chief Engineer.

1

No.7l.  To the Right Honorable LORD HARRIS, Governor in Counecil of Fort St Georfre.

The humble Petition of Condapully RAMA RO\V Head Goomastah on the old Marahmut Esta—
blishment of the Chmgleput District. .

RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH.

With deep regret for being under the necessity of appealing against the orders of Gentle-
men whom I am destined to serve and whose favor I am obliged to count as the ground work of
my prosperity, I respectfully beg to submit this address couched in the most humble terms with
confidence that I will be favored with that justice and Lmdncss which I have failed to obtain at
the hands of the above Officers.

On the receipt of the orders of Gentlemen which directed that the servants of the old Ma-
rahmut Establishment which was since done away with, should be employed in the new one,
Lieutenant Moberly the District IEngincer of Chingleput appointed me Sub Overseer of the
Conjeveram Talook on the salary of 30 Rupees per mensem, a situation to the duties of which
I have been a stranger having throughout my service been employed on office establishment in

the preparation and checking of accounts. Upon this I submitted to him an address represent-

ing that my physical inability, and my want of experience in a Sub Overseer’s situation prevent
me from accepting the appointment conferred on me, and requesting to be favored with a birth
in hisown office. Lieutenant Moberly was deaf to my representation however well founded and
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 23rd December 1857.

seemed to entertain a studied unwillingness to a

my frfequent addresses to hi.m on the subject unavailing I had no other alternative left but to
submit my case to the Chief Engineer. The hopes of gaining specdy redress with which I

or: : 3
© 20th September 1857, afldre:‘ssed him were all vain; as he said neither yes nor no as his deci-
sion in my case.

I again addressed him two. more® Petitions which shared the same

fate with their predecesso i
. ' T my attempt to submit my case in person was
impossible as I could be allowed no access either to his house or his oflice. Thus })a servant

who was at the Head of the Marahmut Department while under the Collector’s control and who
ts in this branch of service without the least stai

. a manner which your Lordship will see is m
future interests. As far as my conscience is aw

dmit me in his office Establishment. F inding

€ 9¢th and 315t October’ 1857.

ost detrimental to my

are I have done nothing to wound the feclj
. . ecli
the District Engineer and much less those of the Chief Engineer ° ngs of

The two principal causes above referred to which

ment of Sub Overseer, I beg here to re-capitula‘e in detail to enable your Lordship to see how

fa}‘}{ amh_]u;t;ﬁec'i in submitting this appeal.  The first is my physical inability, the seriousillness
with which 1 was attached about a year and half ago has so debilitated my constitution that I

h as that of an O .
should be filled by an able bodied and strong verseer which your Lord

prevent me from accepting the appoint.

" ship is aware
person who will not mind ing mi i

fatigue. The next cause ismy want of experi i s si Wa.lkma o B
g :Xperience 1n an Overseer’s situation which fact is ad-

mitted by the District Engineer himself in his letter® to the Chief En
gineer. Having been employed throughout my service i .
and checking of accounts in the Collector’s Department, the duties of an Ove
they do of preparing estimates, Superintending works, and measuring them after completion can-
not but be foreign to me, but I do not mean to say that these duties are of a supernatural cha~
racter that cannot be mastered by me. Some months’ kard labour will I am confident make me
sufficiently familiar with them, but then my state of health would not permit me to undertake
this hard labour, as any active service which I may at first attempt to render would only ruin my
constitution, and the result will be either my voluntary relinquishment of the place, or my dis-
missal from it asunfit to go on further, consequences which cannot but be heart rending to me to
meet with.

* 25th June 1857, No. 674,

n the preparation
rseer consisting as

There is but one point more which it is not out of place here to submit to your Lordship’s
notice. I am a man of large family consisting of 20 souls solely dependant upon me for support
and the distresses to which I am put for the last 2 months for want of pay are inexpressible.

Fearing to encroach upon much of your valuable time by swelling the details of my case,
I beg respectfully to pray that your Lordship will be graciously pleased to direct the District
Engineer to entertain me in his office Establishment. . I shall be quite contented with the same
pay in his office as he has already offered to give me viz., 30 Rupees a month.

For this act of benevolence I as in duty bound shall
21st November 1857. )

ever pray,

C. RAMA ROW,,

e et cstmremtme.

No. 72. ORDER THEREON, No, 2361 ; dated 21st December 1857.

_ The Chief Engineer in his Proceedings above recorded, recommends that Rama Row, may
be struck off from the list of Sub Overseers and of the Department Public Works, first, for not
having joined the District Engineer’s Office until the 4th April, though the Collector ordered
him to do so on the 1st of January 1857, and that order was again repeated in February; 2ndly,
for having, since the latter date, frequently absented himself from Office on the plea of sickness ;
and 3rdly, for not having, after his appointment as Sub Overseer, joined the Assistant Overseer
to whom he was attached. .

2. Before passing final orders on the case of this individual, the Government think it right
to call for further information on certain points. They observe, from the papers before them,

™

Fort Saizt George, Public TWorks Consultation of 23rd December 18.§7.
WWW

that Rama Row, was appointed Sub Overseer against his will, and contrary to the repeated
orders of Government that the Office Servants, who have served in the Marahmut Department
when it was under the Collector, should be provided for in the District Engineer’s Office Estab-
Lishment. The Government have already laid down that such persons ought not to be employed
in the Professional Department, merely afterwards to be re-
Extract Minates °fc°“§“““§°n ‘}’;‘;g moved for incompetency. Rama Row, confesses in his Petition
17th Sepember 1857, Jo. 1T that he is quite unequal to the situation to which he was ap-
peinted, and it is obvious that a servant who has been all his
life trained to accounts, must be unable to fill the Office of an
Executive Overseer. The Chief Engineer will therefore call upon Lieutenant Moberly to re-
port what prevented him from taking Rama Row, who was the Head Goomastah under the C(fl-
lector for 10 years, into his own Office. Lieutenant Moberly should also be requested to explain
if Rama Row, held any appointment under him during the interval between the date on which
he joined his Office from that of the Collector, and the date of his appointment as Sub Overseer,
and if so, what were the duties entrusted to him. The Collector of Chingleput is requested to
report to Government the date on which Rama Row was finally relieved of all work in his
Office and directed to join the District Engineer’s Office.

(Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government.

ara. 2.
1)do 30th October 1857, Vo. 2037,
pars. 7.
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