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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 15th December 1857.

~—

No. 25. Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Chief Engineer, dated 12th
November 1857, No. 5152. ‘ :

Read the following letter from Lieutenant F. T. HAIG, District Encineer Upper Godave;'y s

. o ’

to Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer, dated Ship Nubia near Suez, 16th
October 1857. . '

Sig, .
~ The river transit duties formgrly levied by the Zemindars on the banks of the Godaver

hgve been abolished. During my stay at Doomgoodem last working season, the most poéitivi
orders to this effect were sent from Hydrabad to the Naib of the Pulouncha or Budrachellum
Zemindary, and in two instances which I brought to his notice, of infringement of these orders
he gave prompt redress to the aggrieved parties. No arrangement has however yet been mad;
for compensating the Zemindars for the loss which the abolition of the duties inflicts upon
them. One or two of them brought the subject to my notice when last on the Godavery and
as I omitted then to bring it forward officially, I must now address you respecting it, as it is
one-which ought not at any time, and still less at the present time, to be postponed. I have
had no opportunity of communicating on this question with any of the Zemindars above the
Central Barrier, but as very few tolls have at any time been levied at any point higher up the

river than that, the information I possess is sufficient for my present purpose.

2. Between Purnasula (at the head of the Central Barrier) and the Sea, the only persons
who formerly levied tolls on goods passing down river, were, the Rajah of Budrachellum the
Rajah of Rakapilly, and a man named Soobby Reddy who lives at the entrance of the nar-

row pass in the hills about 30 miles above Rajahmundry.

3. Of these the first, derived an annual revenue of 5,000 Rupees from this source, but as
this was nearly all paid to the Nizam, his own profits were very small, and if the H;'drabad
Government cease to demand payment of this portion of his Peshcush, he will lose little or
nothing by the abolition of the tax. :

4. The Rajah of Rakapilly is the most independent man in that part of the country
though nominally a dependent of the Rajah of Budrachellum. He has always levied heavy toU;
on all goods passing his chowky at the mouth of the Sebbery, but no one knows, and he will not
say, what his annual profits have been. IIe pays a total Pesheush of only about 1,500 Rupees to
the Nizam. :

5. Soobby Reddy of Sirrivika states that the taxes he formetly levied were worth 1,000
Rupees per annum 'to him, and I believe this is about the truth. He isa dependent 'of our ’o‘vn
Government, and was summarily deprived of the power of levying tolls by the Collector of Ra-
jahmundry several years ago, and is now,and as I believe in consequence of this, reduced to

beggary.

. .6. The whole of these dut.ies were it is true abolished by the Treaty of 1802 between the
British Government, and'the le.am, but as our Government has never since that time antil the .
last few years, taken any interest in the Godavery or its trade, and the N izam has always derived
a trifling amount of revenue from the river duties, the provisions of the Treaty were never en-
forced, probably never even communicated to the Zemindars, and in the half century which has
elapsed, the immemorial right, such as it was, which they possessed to the tax has never been
questioned. It was handed down unimpaired to the present proprietors and they cannot, I think
now be justly deprived of it without compensation. I was not sufficient] ¥ acquainted with the
facts of the case when I assumed in my report of the 3rd May 1856, that there was no necessity,
for compensation, I think now that it ought to be given as a matter of right, and would recom-
mend that in communication with the Government of the Nizam the amount to be given in each
case, should at once be determined and paid. It will, as I have said be very small in amount.

7.+ The Nizam's Govemmen.t may be remin@ed that the remission to the Rajah of Budra-
chellum pf the:5,000 Ru eds of révenue;‘ which. he- has annually paid on account of the river
“tolls, is .P‘]éii‘])’:_r.b.fi%é‘eﬂ by the terms of the recent.Treaty which prohibits them, If this is done

: I'do"ngl;think. the ajah will ask for “ahy (qmﬁ'ﬁerétion for himse|f as the whole of the revenue

’ . Pty s A R AT .
* It has hitherto derised from this source basnominally gone to the Njzam.
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 15th December 1857.

e
8. The Rajah of Rakapilly’s right to levy tolls is denied by the Rajah

and I believe does not exist. Inquiry may be made,'
pensation is due.

of Budrachellum
but in his case I believe little or no com-

9. Soobby Reddy of Sirrivika has been ruined by tch'e abolition of

ieve his right to them was as good, and of as long stz.mdmg, as t}Eat of th

behevet ken bfrom him some years ago without any warning, and he is reduce

'It e auence I fear we have treated him both unjustly and unmercifull

" conlseq omr.nend that an immediate inquiry should be made into his cas

;;r?n}%n{ul:;ry with a view to compensating him for the losses he has sus
th?r?l as I have mentioned at 1,000 Rupees a year.

the tolls, though [
e other proprietors,
d almost to beggary
Y> and I would most
e by the Collector of
tained. Ile estimates

10. The total amount of compensation to be.given in this way to all the Zemindars bt?-
é- ivika and the Prunheeta would not, I think e.xceed 5,000 Rupees per annufn, and }f
tw.een i d for 10 years to come, it would be sufficient, as by the end of that time their
this was gfanteld }:’ve ; gcrease d in value far beyond this amount, in consequence of the o
prop emes'wotl.l n, and the irrigation in connexion with the river works,
of thf; gavlgif; 1313, Nizam's cou;try it will be necessary to communicate with ¢
iilri;nenatisand sometime will proba.bly .elaPse before a;y’ thin:g can(;)e :lone,
such hinderance to immediate action in Soobby Reddy’s case, and as

greatest sufferer, I hope he will be promptly remunerated.

pening
In the case of the
he ITydrabad Go.
but there will be no
he has been by far the

Resolved that copy of the foregoing letter of the 16th Qctober 18.57, frm}x

er of the Upper Godavery, be forwarded to Government w1t.h the Chief Engin

ZZtion that the Collector of Rajahmundry may .be autho.nzed to. make due
Soobb’y Reddy, should he on investigation be considered entitled to it.

the Civil Engi-
eer's recommen-
compensation tg

(A true Extract.)
(Signed) C. E. FABER, Colonel,

C“icf Engineer.
No 26 ORDER THEREO.N, No. 2299; dated 10th Decemb_er 18;)"'.
. &0

) , i hat they will call on
cated to the Board of Revenue with a request ¢ b they
Ordered t(} }ga?:}:nl?l‘;?}lry to report on Soobby Reddy’s case, referred .to in the letter from
tﬁe ](;(.)Hte;:::rEZ ineir Uppel‘ Godavery. The Board will be so good as to Inform the Collector,
1str g
:haet his report \bvill be looked for at an early date.

d ' d also that a copy of Lieutenant Haig’s letter bt'e forwarded to the Resident at

Q.b (;) rfoe;'ntahe consideration of the Nizam’s Government, with reference tg the ca]se of the

IZIYCII:a dz;r’of Budrachellum, and of any other subjects of that Government, who may have sus-
emin ,

ined losses by the abolition of the -transit duties formerly levied on the banks of the
taine | |
Godavery.

* (Signed) II. FORBES,

Acting Secretary to Government,

No. 27 Ordered in conse;;uence that the following letter be despatched.
" £I FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George; to
e .M jor C D,-\VIDSON Resident at Hydrabad, dated 10th December 1857, No. 2300.
ajor C, D: N, B |
o | nor | il to forward capy of
I di 'ected by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to orward copy of a
am dir g

letter® from Lieutenant Haig, District Engineer, Upper Godavery,
* 16th October 1857,

[
.

to the address of the Chief Engineer in the Dcpartment’"'of'.pumjc
0 et om0l e
ork ting that, by orders from the Nizam's Government passed at the instange.of this’
Works, reportin » by orders In vernn
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: i banks of thesGedavéry.
. he transit duties formerly levied by the zemmdar:, . rt::te;nto the Zemindar, of "
Government, the tr d recommending that compensation may be gi “eq which they, have sus.
have been abOhShedéin-one Soobby Reddy of Sirriavéka, for. the. losses . hich.
Buddrachellum, and-to , .

tained In consequence.

; dry, through the
. he Collector of Rajahmun
in Council bas called on t i ject to this Government ;
2, The Governor lgrt on the case of Soobby Reddy, who lsl:ub.]e‘;:ldo of any others who
Board of Rev.'enclll ? . lf.':f the case of the Zemindar of Buddrachellum,
and I am desired to re

a be s[uula]’ly s[‘ Ila‘e(l or the cons]delatlon Of t])e GOVetnﬂlen t N .
m y ’] f t Of IIIS I{]ghness he 1Zzam
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Pupric Works DEPARTMENT,
Public.
Fort Saint Gebrge,
10th December 1857,

e

No. 2300.

From

H. FORBES, Esq.,
Acting Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George.

To

Masor C. DAVIDSON,
Resident at Hydrabad.

. . ) Sir,
I am directed by the Right Ionorable the Governor in Council to forward copy of a

N letter* from Lieutenant Haig, District Engineer, Upper Godavery,
® 16th October 1857, to the address of the Chief Engineer in the Department of Public
Works, reporting that, by orders from the Nizam's Government passed at the instance of this

jes formerly levied by the Zemindars on the banks of the Godavery

‘ | Government, the transit duti
have been abolished, and recommending that compensation muy be granted to the Zemindar of

Buddrachellum, and to one Soobby Reddy of Sirriavaka, for the losses which they have sus-
tained in consequence.

0. The Governor in Council has called on the Collector of Rajahmundry, through the
Board of Revenue, to report on the case of Soobby Reddy, who is subject to this Government;
and T am desired to refer the case of the Zemindar of Budd:achellum, and of any others who
be similarly situated, for the cunsideration of the Government of His Highness the Nizam.

nay
I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) II. FORBES,
Zcting Secretary to Governinciit,
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