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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 8th December 1857,

No. 8%  Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Chief l:ﬂngineer, dated 30th
November 1857, No. 5596. '

a2
AT I

' e ; BT S B v Read the following Memorandum by Major E. LAWFORD, Superintending Engineer Southern

Circle, on the proposed New Luropean Barracks at Trichinopoly; to Colonel C. E.
FABER, Chief Engineer dated 26th November 1857.

The construction of New European Barracks at Trichinopoly being again under contempla-
tion after the subject had been apparently laid aside for ever, I think it not unadvisable to place

on record a few remarks as to the best site and arrangement of the buildings.

2. The spot sclected in 1843 was the high ground S. E. of the Church, known as the
L Brigade ground, and in many respects it is by far the best at the station, but I think it was
T “J‘-;_‘ . overlookad, that the Barracks must then be exposed to the full force of the high westerly winds
5 prevalent during June, July, August, and often even in Scptember which are the eause of great
discomfort even in more sheltered situations, but which blow over the high open plain with ex-
cessive violence and I have always noticed that fever prevails more during those months than at

any other season, while Cholera is invariably more or less epidemic in the N. i, monsoon.

3.  The orders originally issued for planning the Barracks prescribed the Bengal standard,
both in detail and general arrangement, the Barracks consisting of fine terraced buildings, with-
out any open verandah, and disposed in echellon so that each block should eatch the breeze, but
the want of outer verandahs was so soon felt at Dellary, that they have been subsequently added,
and the echellon arrangement has been abandoned at Bangalore for one of double column which
while scarcely inferior in regard to means of ventilation, affords in some degree a defensible posi-

tion, which will not now be considered useless.

4. Although the experimental Well sunk on the southern slope of the proposed site in
1815, afforded a copious supply of good drinking water, yet it is doubtful if there would be an
available quantity for other purposes, and if not, the distance from which water must be carried
would be considerable. The Well itself was on much lower ground than the actual site, and
means must be adopted for raising the water to flush the drains, an indispensable condition in

such constructions.

5. The finest site that eould be found for New Barracks would be that occupied by the
propertics of Major General Cleveland (Belfont) and Tota Veeraragavoo Chetty (formerly Co-
“loncl Underwood’s,) as the ground there, is sufliciently high and open but not completely expos-
ed to the westerly winds, and it is moreover more favorably situated as regards water. The
purchase of both could probably be effected for less than 20,000 Rupees, and this additional

cost would be of no consequence compared to the advantages likely to be gained.

Resolved that in forwarding copy to Government of the foregoing Memorandum from the
Superintending Engineer Southern Circle . W., on the best site for the intended new Barracks
at Trichinopoly, a plan of the Cantonment clearly exhibiting the position formerly selected and
the two properties now recommended for immediate purchase by Major Lawford be also trans-
mitted for the information of the Riglit ITonorable the Governor in Council.

*

2. Resolved also that the Chief Engincer’s strenuous recommendation in favor of the views
so ably enforced by the Superintending Engineer Southern Circle be expressed, based as they
are on his own many years intimate personal knowledge of the localities and of the furious west-
erly winds prevailing on the exposed elevated ground South Last of the Church at present used

for Brigade exercise.

3. Resolved, also to express the Chief Engineer’s respectful opinion in favor of purchasing
the two properties marked A, A. in the Plan, as adding, but a comparatively small sum to the

I
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unavoidably large expenditure for providing suitable accommodation for a Luropean Regiment ;. o : S %
the lospital 1 o - o
b::addlzix: al however being placed on the space, between the Solitary Cellsand present Amller) S . - o o K ‘- yé Z/l////%/;/ Cf/

(True Extract.)

(Signed) C. E. FABER, Colonel, o SR R Mé&% /,ﬂ/é/éw,

Chief Engincer.

ORpER THERTOY, No. 23279 dated 8th December 1857,

Ordered to be teferred to the Military Department for consideration.
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