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No. 34 Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to H.

” AR o -: 4 RO ‘ VR T T e "*' SR ':: N s : ; s _ FTORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 18th November 1857,
4 s : No. 5312, _ o ' :
Sir,

I have the honor to submit, at the request of the Collector of North Arcot the accompanying
original letter from him, dated the 20th Ultimo, No. 338, with the several enclosures received
e 3y = _ 3 ; therewith. Mr. Whittingham enters intoalengthened explanation as to the causes which impeded
Pt et Ty s R e T e, B R o et and still delays the completion of his Statement of unpassed expenditure, written off from his
' » : books under the instructions given in the Manual circulated by Government on the 18th April
1856, the chief of which is the indifferent manner in which the District Engineer’s accounts are
stated to be kept. I do not however think the whole blame for the delay should be attached to
that Oflicer, as I hope a consideration of the papers herewith submitted will show.

P BT S ' PSRRI i P 2. 1t would appear by the letter alluded to above, and its enclosures, that the Collector’s
R PR Sl A I : R DI O o L IRty R own Statement of unpassed expenditure up to 30th September 1855, (the date up to which the
e e B BTt e S0 L ey IR R FOMSIELOT executive was in his hands) was not completed until May or June last, being about twenty
4 ~ months, from the above date, and upwards of twelve months, after the issue of the Manual by the

Government,

3. The course pursued by the Collector isas follows. After the balancing of his own
transactions up to 50th September 1855, the District Engineer was furnished by the Collecter in
A & s gyt e e = ey gl e . May last with a Memorandum of the receipts granted by him for monies required to be placed
I e R g T T Y ,j : e DB ol 350 e o , at his credit up to 30th April 1856, and Le was called upon to particularize the sums actually .

2 drawn by him from Tahsildars, the balances which remained with them, the actual expenditure
in each work between October 1835, and April 1836, out of the sums thus drawn, and the cash
balance in his hands on the 30th April 1856.
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4, The above Items of information do not appear to have been furnished to the Collector
until the 3rd August last, being 8 months after the date of the requisition for the same, and
when received were found, on comparison with the Talook accounts, not to correspond. The
Collector also 3 months after, or on the 22ud Ultimo, pointed out to the District Engineer the
variations between the several accounts and the causcs thereof and requested to be furnished with

Fa

revised accounts.

5. There can be no doubt that the Cellector has hal a very laborious task in examining
into all the details of the District Engineers accounts, and in preparing the several Returns for
him, in order to satisfy that Officer as to the existence of the discripancies, as also of the correct-
ness of the Talook accounts, copies of these Returns as received from the Collector I beg in
accordance with his request, herewith to submitand to state that the District Engineer's atten-
tion has been called not only to the great delay which has occuired in his office in preparing the

o e R AR POV I o . v BRI details called for by the Collector, but also to the great amount of labour imposed thereby on
A Bl e v U L T S e A T L) the Collector’s establishment. It appears to me, however, that had the Collector forwarded to
e the District Engincer in May 1857, the detailed Memorandum of the monies (which he has only
now sent) shewing the actual sums paid from Talook on the Receipts of the District Engineer '
and of the balances which remained with them, instead of calling for the information'in the first
instance from the District Engineer, the latter could at once have prepared a correct Statement

FTISYSr PP

4

PSR RGeS S BRSO ! 7 thereof, and a great deal of time saved thereby, while the Statements shewing the details of ex-
: penditure, and of the balances with the District Engineer could have been prepared at the same
A time and forwarded to the Collector. - g .

P B’

Letter from C. \VIIITTINGH:’{M, Esq., Collector of North Arcot ; to Colonel C. E. FABER,
Chief Engincer, dated Chittoor, 29th October 1857, No. 338. )

Sir,

In my letters dated 7th May and 50th June 1857, No. 121 and 175 respectively, I informed
you that the account of unpassed expenditure up to 30th September 1853, the date on which
1 ceased to have the charge of the Maralimut executive nad been completed, and that, in conse-
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:;at;;n;e}oftthe ;Iis(;\gre}c.nll)cntdthat was found to exist between the amount of advances which Cap-
ohnston had exhibited in , :d 27 37
lector from 1st October 185."15, t:s.‘;?)ti\l;(:i]lt fS:’:fcidan"d‘ i]}:eztlfr;l::n l:'l’];;h“:t;‘: ;aﬁ;‘clifl i C:)l-
. ' ' d debited to the Iin-
gincer 'Depnrtment In my accounts, I was unable to complete the statement of unpassed expen-
dntu.re in accordance to the instructions contained jn the Manual of Government dated 18th
April 1856, In the above letters [ took occasion also to report for your imformation the steps
adopted by me for the speedy preparation of the document in question ; and the oblject of tlrl)e

present communication is to acquaint you with what has been done jn the matter since the dates
of my letters above quoted.

. .
(;:3‘1;; forwarded on the 7th May 2. You are awarc that with my letter® to Licutenant
"’:23 2),: ﬁii"i‘: 2'27.(;{2:1_9,2_ Mayne dated Tth May 1857, No. 120 I transmitted to him twot
No.2 pees 27,525 B-4. Men‘mmn.da one specifying the amounts of the receipts granted
D04300-15, by Coptain Johnston from 1st October 1853 to 30th April 1856,
and which stand charged in my accounts, and the other showing
the sums advanced to Captain Johnston in his capacity as Superintendent of roads, with a rca-
quest that for the aggregate some of Rupees 3,04,349-1-G entered jn those two Mcmoranda, he
.would furnish me with a Statement in the form furnished by me, shewing the amount drawn fx,'om
the said aggregate amount, by the Engineer Officers up to 30th April 1855, and that which re-
mained undrawn in the hands of the Tahsildars on that date, as also the actual expenditure on
each work up to 30th April 1836, from the amount drawn, by the Officers of the Engineer De-
partment, and the cash balance which remained in their hands on the above Jdate. Youowill have
also observe that with my letter above quoted, I'senta Goomastah from my Cutcherry in order
t;’;;l;'l]r‘:;crto Chiet Enginser duted é(:antf::]rgnwil;at as::x.tance R;- ccful'd‘, in the ‘Prcl.)m'ation of tl.le
o 1857, question. oreover at the requesty of Captain
Mayne I pluced at Lis disposal the services ofn Writer on my lis-

tablishment.

3. Notwithstanding the assistance I thus afforded, I received no statcment from the Dis-
trict Engineer,and I therefore on the 8th July 1857, called his attention to the delay that had
taken place in the transmission of the statement. Soon after having had oceasion to go to
Palamanair on public duty I took opportunity to converse with Licutenant Mayne on the sub-
ject, when he observed that the amount exhibited in my Memorandum No. 1 above alluded to
exceeded that which stood credited in his accounts. As from a previous examination I was
satisfied that the amount of reccipts shewn in my Memorandum No. 1 was the correct one, in
order to couvince Licutenant Mayne of the incorrectness of his accounts I dirccted the Deputy
Accountant of my Cutcherry to join his oflice then at Palamanair with the necessary accounts,
and Lieutenant Mayne on examination of these accounts in.conjunction with my Deputy Ac-
countant, found that the amount entered in his accounts was erroneous, and this circumstance [
brought to your notice in my communication dated 23rd July 1857, No, 211.

4. T reccived from Licutenant Mayne on the 3rd August last, two
Memoranda® shewing the amount of receipts, the sums drawn there-
from by the Engincer Officers up to 30th April 1856, and the amount which remained undrawn
in the hands of the Tahsildars on that date. The total amount exhibited in No. 1 as drawn by
the Engineer Officers up to 30th April 1856, is Rupees 1,76,020-1 and that shewn in No. 2 is
Rupees 27,525-8-4 making the agaregate sum of Rupees 2,03,543-9-4 for which he framed and
forwarded to me a Statement, shewing the amounts of actual expenditure on each work up to 30th
April 1856, and the cash balance which remained in their hands on that date.

.

® Nos land 2.

3. Soon after the receipt of the above Statements I instituted a comparision between them
and the Talook accounts, The Talook accounts show that the sum paid up to 30th April 1856,
on account of Memorandum No. 1 is Rupees 1,65,231-13-2 and an account of No. 2 is Rupees
37,525-8-4 making the total amount of Rupees 1,92,760-5-G, the amount shewn in No. 1 as
drawnup to 30th April 1836, by the Enginecr Officers therefore exceeds that shown in the
Talook accounts by Rupces 10,785-3-10. Tha figures entered in Memorandum No. 2and those
entered in my Talook accounts were found however to ngree,
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The particulars given by Lieutenant M'fayne for the aggregate amount of Rupees 2,03,515-9-4
instead of for the correct amount of Rupees 1,92,760-5-G as shewn in my Talook accounts
could not therefore be embodied with the Statement that had been prepared in my office up to

30th September 1855.

6. 1 therefore in my letter dated 22nd Instant pointed out to the District Engineer,.the
disagreements above adverted to, and requested him to furnish me W1th.a Statement, revised
with reference to the correct amount pointed out. The nature of the disagreements, and the
causes which, in my opinion, led to them, are fully detailed in the above letter, copy of which
with its enclosures 6 Statements is herein enclosed. In this letter T have also brought to Lieute-
nant Mayne’s notice the great disagreements that are found to exist between my accounts, and
the Accounts Current of the District Engineer for the Official year 1856-57, Vide para. 9 of my

letter to the District Engineer of the 22ud Instant.
7. From the foregoing circumstances, you will perceive that I have done all that [ could in

order to expedite the prepar ition of a Statement which is unavoidably so long due, and that its
transmission to your office is delayed solely in consequence of the want of correct information

required from the District Engineer’s oflice.

Although Government, in Extract Minates of Consultation under date the 9ih September

1857, have directed the discontinuance of the mouthly report on the Statement due from this office,

I request you will be so good as to lay this communication with its enclosures, before them in
order that they may judge how much of the delay in submitting the Document in question, can

fairly be imputed to my Department.

Letter from C. WIIITTINGHAM, Esq., Collector of North Arcot; to Lieutenant J. O.
MAYNE, District Engineer of North Arcot, dated Chittoor, 22nd October 1857,

No. 327,

SIR, .

Para. 1. With my letter dated Gth May 1857 No. 120, I forwarded to you two Memoran-
da showing that the azgregate amount of Rupees 3,04,319-1-6, stood deb’ted to your Depart-
ment in my accounts between the Ist October 1835, the date on which the executive charge of
Public Works was transferred to yoar Department, on the 30th April 1856; and I requested
you to furnish me with a Statement, in the form therewith sent, showing the particu.lars ?f the
said amount viz., thesums expended on each work, and the cash balance which remained in the
hands of the Engincer Officers and those of the Tahsildars on the 30th April 183G, to be embo-
died in the Statement that had bzen prepared in my oflice up to 30th September 1855, the date
on which I ceased to have the executive charge of Public Works.

2. TInreply, you transmitted to me two Memoranda, which were received in this ?fﬁce on the
3rd August last, showing the amount drawn by the Engineer Officer up to 30th April 1856, and
the cash balance which remained undrawn in the hands of the Tahsildars on the same date out
of the amount shown in the two Memoranda that accompanied my letter above adverted to. . On
the 7th August, I received from you 7 Statements, in the form furnished by me to you, show-
ing the sums expended on each work and the cash balance which remained in the hands of the

Engineer Officers and Tabsildars on the 30th April 1836.

3. So soon as your two Memoranda No. 1 and 2 reached my office, I instituted a compa-
rison between them and my talook accounts. The sums exhibited in your Memorandum No. 2
have been found to agree with my Talook accounts, buta great disagreement has been found to
exist between the sums entered in your Memorandum No. 1 and those entered in my talook ac-
counts, many of the Items shown in your Memo. No. 1 as drawn up to 30th April 1856, are
exhibited in my talook accounts as balance of cash in the hands of the Tahsildars on that date,
while many of the items shown in the said Memo as balances in the hands of the Tahsildars are

entered iu their accounts as paid.

+ In order to test the accuracy of the Tahsildar’s accounts, I sent for the Gomastahs from the
talooks and in some instances procured the attendance of the talook Sheristadars with their cash
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4 Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 3t December 1837,
Chittahs, and the Cheques granted by the Engincer Officers in favor of contractars, &c. and with
these means I checked the talook accounts, * .

4. This examination has satisfactorily established the correetness of those accounts accord-
Ing to those accounts the total sum Paid by the Tahsildars to the Engincer Officers up to 30th
April 1836, is only Rupees 1,63,23 1-13-2, whereas the amount shown in your Memo. No. | as
drawn up to that date, is Rupees 1,76,020.1. The items in which disagreement occurs and

the way in which the diffsrence of Rupecs 10,783-3-10, is made up, will be seen in No. 1 and
2 of the accompanying six Statements, '

5. The main cause which appears to |

1ave led to these discrepancics is the very defective
manner in which the Subordinates of your

' i Department have kept their accounts, The Chicf
Engineer in his order dated 18t} Septembar 18553, giving cover to Extract Minutcs of Consul-

tation under date the 12} Idem, dirvecting the transfer of the exccutive charge of the Public
Works to Captain Johnston instructs ¢ Captain Johnston when receiving the charge to make such
arrangements as to the receipt of the money from the Collector as his expericnce in the read De-
partment may have led him to consider upon the whole most advisable,” and as that Officer con-
tinued to pursue the same method of receiving the money from the Collector by mecans of ye-
ceipts as he had done in his capacity as the Superintendent of roads, I considered that the in-
structions contained in the Accountant General's Circular, dated 7Tth June 1853, were to be in
force until they were superseded by the Manual of instructions of Government dated 18th April
3 ‘ tislaid down that when the Superintendent of voads forwards
receipts for money and requires the same to be placed at his disposal in different Talook Trea-
suries for safe custody to be drawn by him from time to time, the money must be considered ag
actually paid to him and shall be debited to him in the Collector’s accounts at once, and the
Superintendent of roads should on the reccipt of the intimations of the Collector'’s having issucd
orders for the retention of the money in
amount in his accounts, Accordingly when the receipts of Captain Johnston were forwarded to
me by the Enginecr Officer, I used tq debit the full amount in my accounts and placed the money
at their disposal in the Talooks, but it does not appear that the Engineer Officers have on the
receipt of the intimation of my having placed the money at their disposal in the Talook Tre
ries credited the full amount of the reccipts and debited in their accounts the amounts act
received from the Tahsildars and expended. Whenever Engineer Officers ar
drawn on Tahsildars in favor of contractors &e., they scem to have debited tl;
of the cheques so granted before they were actually cashed by the Tahsildars
Officers should have at the close of each month ascertained from the Tahsild
disbursed by them on account of the cheques granted in favor of contract
" amount only as debits in their accounts, specifying at the same time ina
that remained in the hands of the Tahsildars as well ag in their ownk

asu-
ually
anted cheques
e whole amcunts
» The Engineer
ars the actual amount
ors and eutered sucl
foot note the balance
ands at the end of each month,

6. IIad this mode of keeping accounts been pursued by yo

ur Department the Engincer
Oflicers would have been able on the st May 1856, in accordance to the instructions contained in
the Manual of Government dated 18}, April 1836, to know the correct balance o the 50th April

1836, both in their own hands and those of the Tahsildars, carrying the former as the balance in
their accounts on the 1st May 1856, and any sum drawnp subsequent to that g

ate from the latter
balance as a fresh advance made o them.  On examj,

1ation I find also that the amounts of
i d cashed in months subsequent to 50th

April 1836, are included in th 1 as drawn prior to that date.

This requires explanation,

7. You will perceive from the discrepancics above pointed out, that it ;

. s still impossible
for me to compile the Statement of unpassed expendit

1re which is so long duc. ITad the ac.

¢ artment the disagreements puinted
out by me could not have oceurred, and had I been furnished at an earljor period with the two

statements in the Form transinjtted to you with my letter of the 1Gth February last, one showing
the sums drawn by the Engincer Officers in each month and in eacly Talook from 1st Octoler
18535 to 30th April 1856, and the other from 1st May to 30t1 Dcccmbcr, I should have been the
sooner able to detect and bring to your notice those disagreements in view to their being rectis
fied, and thelong delayed Statement of unpassed expenditure would have been long ago completed,

the Talook Treasuries, credit to the Collector the full .

S e e v ceem oy
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————

8. To avoid further delay, I have considered i.t expedient to scn.d again t? %rouru:ii&e tlr)xz
: h Kistna Row, to afford you what explanation you may require to satisfy yo .

ot hown in my Tahsildar’s accounts as drawn by you is the correct one. ter
th? amm'mt ds 10Wrself of the correctness of the amount in question it would be necessary f?r
e 'y:u e one general Statement revised with reference to the correct amount,. in
ylou t(:)t? r;nglt:nlt‘;n:e::s youghave sent me and in order to ensure a speedy ?Ind C(;olx'\rect pxt":p::.ra:zli:lr:
P ding to my office your Head Accountan
of this Statement I would beg to suggest your senn'e;tl e i or o ccountaut with
e necessa}'){ accou:cfes.of IPI:lflsi:n;;Z:k‘: (:zsio}?::e lto aycell')tain degree lessened the amouat of
I‘ece.nt P suspetablishmem. I should be glad to place fora time the services c‘)f my Deputy
Jusiness of your es;- disposal as I did on a former occasion if the state of business in my office,
Accl(()iundtamnii i(1>tfyr'r(:)‘fl 50 df))'m‘f your Ilead Accountant, will not be detained by me for a longer
couid a -

period than is absolutely necessary.

. . vl iinr the
9. T may take this opportunity of also pointing out to you, in view to your making

T T . necessery adjustments, the di.sagree-

Sxms emtiréd r:l;n::;'sum}s e;:itered mn t}]t: ments between the sum dcbltedd to

ceounts Lurrent ot "o siidars accour : " and those credit.

Months, the District Engi- &c.|, as having been| your Department, an . el

neer as having been actually paid. ed in your Accounts urrent

received. | | the Official year 1836-57, furms?ed

i i ith the infor-

1856. ’ !A. P.| to mein connection wit :

' ogRgség ?5{1)2 421,})24“, 8] 2! mation you gave me to be embodi-

A 51,1121210 1,020, 2| 7| ed in my annual Report on th.e

:}u;le- : 33,686 0 5 45,210 0 3 progress of improvement of this

Auué;mL 74,749. 1] 4 Zg’éﬂlgl f1; District the outlay on repairs and

Se}it%mber. gg’%(‘)l g{ ',1; 37:860 3: 3 new works &c &c. The fl\sagr;:
gci’oel;;er 35,6‘)9‘13! 0 35,708{13 4 ments to which I refer are sho

: . 6,325 14 6| 46,32514 6 iy the Margin.

December. 46,325 14, 6 X in o '

1857, ~-ol ol 0 21,759 2' 0 The six Statements herewith

Tapuary. ‘2’13’(1)(;;]6 0 23:068 0] 0] forwarded will shOYV the sums

i“fb.l“l}lal‘y- '{8:781‘!14‘1 2 18,733| 8/ 2 grawn by the Engineer Officsrs

Aall';]]. 18’5225121” 17,442 1211 during the official year 1836-57,

o = % 0t _r-_s with the different sources from

Total... 4,414,373 1 8l 4,65,001! 5

which they were drawn.

- . 3 * ds
; f cash which remained in the han
2, show the sums drawn from the balance o ) ! ! s
fel N'(;‘sz;hi;l:ll?xfs ons the 30th April 1836, out of the amounts retained :? the Talooks for receip
10 ! .
;ranted by Captain Johnston between 1st October 1855, anfl April 1856

No. 3, shows the sums drawn from the balance of cash which remained in the hands ;)f t}(lle

} 'l(;)"rs’on the 30th April 1836, out of the amount which had been recov-ered from ;u;) ab-

- ‘Sls x‘rlnde up to 30th September 1855, when the Collector had the exccutive charge o ub-
vances ms

lic Works.

No. 4, shows the sums drawn from the amounts retained in the Talo?ks subsequen(:.ltzslzt
May l1 S;.SG ’on account of the receipts granted by the Engineer Officers prior to 30th April 1856.
ay /]

No. 5, shows the sums drawn from the amount of the moqthly estimates furnished by the
. ’
District Engineer to the Collector.

i 5, 1 : h and from each source,
No. 6, shows the sums drawn in each Talook, in each mont

Memo, No. 1, appended to the Statement No. 6, shows the aggregate sums drawn from in
! , No, . ws th
each source and in each month during the official year 1856-57.

Memo, No. 2, shows the sum total drawn from each Talook and from each source for the
whole year 1856-567.
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No. 85. OrpER THEREON, No, 2 235 ; dated 4th December 1857, . .
dfrhe ((}Iovcrnment regret to obscrve that the submission of the Statement of unpassed exe | |
f:,?d ltu:l'eb uchfrom the Collector of North Arcot is still delayed, in consequence of the accounts ’
du;‘re } ¥ the District Engineer not agreeing with those of the Collector. This circumstance
be.noyd?&iow: that the accounts of 1)6 District Engineer are not properly kept, as there should : :
Mayne w,lc[“btyd'n “icgunnng correctly for the money received from the Collector. Lieutenant 3 : | ‘ “ S g :
o - . R . . R : o
arihen o b2 ux:: :o t:;]:’:x;r;’xah the (]?ollecto; v}mh the revised Statement called for without' . ‘ B I -
¢ completion ; . :
no longer be delayed, r ol the statement of the unpassed expenditure may ‘ F .
(Signed) II. FORBES, : - ! 9
Acting Secretary to Government. ' » ’ /,/ , L
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