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December 1857.

Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 8th

No. 1%, Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Enoi I
FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretar G , d gineer; to I,
No. 5588. Yy to Government, dated 30th November 1857,
Sir, .

The Judges of the Sudder. Udalut h;n'ing reported their opinion of the Court House being
. in an unsafe i i i ivi
1 Conyof e o o1 Arciet safe state, Instructions were given to the Civil Architect
T o omwed 10th November 1857,  £0 €Xamine the building, who having complied with this ord
| 5 > hay order
}furntlsiled : repo;;t, copy of which is herewith submitted, in which
ie states that “ he does not share in th
es t e alarm as to the st
¢ ; : e state of
the building” but in proceeding to point out its condition, he
’

1 No. “ do.
¥rom Major Lawford, No. 210, dated

24th November 1857.
mentions facts which appear to me to justify a different conclusion

O
the sub-soil, but thinks some effect may be produced by two tanks in the compound, and on th
] on the

whole ¢ does not consider there can be any absolute danger,”
3. The Civil Architect having suggested the examination of the Court House by
some

other Officer, Major Lawford was requested to inspect it, and that Officer taking a differ .
of its condition, regards it “ as being in a dangerous state and liable to suffer most seri len-t Ylew
ous inj ury

from a severe storm.”
4. Major Lawford agrees with Colonel Atkinson, i ibi ‘
j 2 » 10 ascribing the cracks to the nature of

the soil, and weakness of the foundation, which is only 4 feet deep
5. My own opinion coincides with that of Major Lawford, so far that I consider the build
€ Dullde

ing unsafe, and I would recommend that arrangements should if possible be made f idi
other accommodation for the Court, pending a final decision as to th or providing
€ measures to be ado
pted.

Letter from Colonel W. II. ATKINSON, Civil Architect, Presidency Division ;
C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer, dated 10th November 1857, No 605 ; to Colonel

Sir,
In vbedience to your orders, as conveyed in the Extract of your Proceedings No 4756, of
(-] o VO y O

the 27th Ultimo, with copy of the letter of the day before from the Judges of the Sudd

lut to yourself, complaining of the dangerous state of that building inotheir onini udder Uda-
it can no longer they consider be occupied with safety,” I have the ﬁonor to stafen;on’ "nd that
inspections of the Sudder Court IHouse for years past and subsequently also to t}rom fre.quent
their letter, I do not share in their alarm as to the state of the building ; the wall 1e receipt of
certainly in many places, but not’in my opinion to any dangerous e.xtem’; say f X a;e cracked
an inch at the most, the walls 19} feet high and 2 feet thick on the east ;ideyh romoa. toa} of
of the perpendicular, a declension which might partly have existed from the sﬁOW 2 inches out
was originally private property and was built by the native owner some 30 <t as the house
all at once but in 3 separate portions, which may or may not have been Wylial: ago, and not
when hurry and cheapness, and not durability were probably the chicf consiZerat?;]nd tggether

il R s
the Verandah pillars on the upper story are cracked through, at 2} or 3 feet from the ﬂoo;):n: :cf

\ ] 1 i : .
to a depth of y;th to }th of an inch, and on measuring the inclination from the perpendicular I
a

find it to be 1 inch.
2. The roof also on the south east angle and also at the south end of tl
had also a nasty crack as much as } inch wide ; the last one owine to th tzie Port.e Cochere,
southern portion of the building from the rest. In fact all the craiks are .e thlsrupno}? of the
are in the southern por.

tion, the northern being at present free from them.

3. The lower story of the centre part of the building is of brick dcl i
story and the wings are of brick and churam throughout, OThc found and clay, while the upper
is also of brick and clay, while of the wingsit is of brick in Chunamna:(;l:nf()f the centre portion
exclusive of bascment of the same depth, although now filled up to about ;;Clltfdt.:ep every \vll?re
"W successive gravellings found necessary time alter time alf its height with

Colonel Atkinson considers that the cracks which he epecities are due to th ¢ £
€ nhature of -




%A—\AAMA ~—

,,,\W- ~——— -._.....___.w_..mm
Fort Saint George, Public | Vorks Consultatiny of 8¢k December 183 /.
NM-—~\ B e P NP
4. T have always attributed thig ¢

acking of t}e building to the nature of the sub.soil,
which from the €Xcavations that haye been made jg of a pure black, unctyous cliy, without any
admixture of sand, and jg therefore afleeted by &tmosphcric changes, ny shewn Ly ground cracks
that in the scason of dr,

but the floor within,

the orizin of the whole

any absolyte danger, with the roof of good teak
timber ang plenty of it, with no latera] Pressure frop, arches or sloping roofs, and wig, what has

been done to it, within the last 3 years viz. building arcades of masonry between (lo verandahy pil-

lars on the lower story to distribyte more the weight of it, doing the like in the upper story by
means of arched wooder, frame work, Taising a portion of the roof on ¢} south side of the byjlJ.
ing which hag originally been by 80 forming g re.

gular tank from whic roof had only one

exit, Putting water ¢ Z for the burpose of leading 11,¢ water from jt

¢ compound by means of covered drainage, and a
Pavement éncompasssing tlq building, a1 which were done With a view of saving the building as
nmuch as possip|e,

5. Although Perhaps the 4
brove at first, may be sufficient
Presence of these tank @ compound o many yards from the bui
must have had ap injurioyg effect § i

strikes me the water from the

tanks may percolate through the ground cracks, op other

in some way the claycy subssoil below the foundation, ; s¢ the buildino resting on the

foundation might Le injured in the way it shews itsclf, ° °
6. But this I merely offer ag gy 0

understand were excavated sjm

the material fop the bricks,

tending to affirp it. The g tanks [
ng itsclf for (hq purpo

pinion without pre
ultancous]y with the build; s¢ of furnishing

7. Notwithstanding this report of mine, I trygt
you may consider compete

t oflicer whom
faction of the Sudder Judges,

[ this, for the better satis.
st eflcetual way of remedying the ey would be to
disrupted southern portion, But at e Present time of Financial

which would cost in

N ten or more years in such ypf,

vorable soil
oW, as it would be only Patching afy
work,

er all, and not homogeneous

8. Inthe mean time withou

t waicing for actual orders,
resist the weather to the Utmost, .

I have been Fepairing the roof (o

e ————

R Superintcnding Engineer in charge of Centra] Circle; to

dated 2441 November 1857, No. 210.
Str,

With reference to Your instructions of the 11th Instnnt, Ih
having carefully inspected the Sudde

opinion of the unimportant natyy.

5 Architeet'y
e of the dilapidations that Building exhibits; but on the con.
trary I consider it ip 4 d i

ry from a Bevere

ave the honor to report, that

2. The cracks are op one side of an alarming k;

it is impossible to say how far they may eventual]
ment to coping of Pbarapet, is 3 inches oyt of the

3. You will be a¢ no loss to account for thege injuries,
nature of the foundations, which are only 4 feet deep, restin,
shrunk under successive scasong of drour

in their appearance, that
Y extend, The ya 40 feet high from bage-
Perpendicuylay,

zht, and caused the g 2
far too heavy for sycl; weak support, In fact,

House could have become Government Prope

found numbery some ten
materialy ang which ;

R P

ML e e tend

P i Bt

At en s

T ke o

e s

o

L e Ll @ Ay

X = ) Ct’m,be 18!)/ .

il; and I
’ the Madras Soil ; an
i ther instance of the dangerous Charimi‘ru(fdations which was adopt-
£, The CO”‘Jéla'e . alcll())’ of laying sand in a trench around the fo

artial reme
find that the p

iled i ilding. issi f Police
d in 1855, has failed in that building he house lately purchased for the Commissioner o N
eam = d in the hous .
racks reporte cat importance at present.
5. Th‘;rzarﬁi:ect considers them of no great imp £ Colonel Atkinson, but my general
sil Arc hat of Colo : ol
but the Giv ience is much less thaa t s 1o lonoer fit for. oc
local experienc the Sudder Court Hou g
G. M,Y own inly lead me to declare ° dation.
] ertainly lea . - fective founda
knowledge \?Ou]d ;Ie of effectual repair, owing to de
ion, and incapa
pation,

s 3rd December 1857.
No. 2245 ; dated
ORDER THEREON,

i i iry for temporary accom-
o 18 ill be good enough to make immediate enquiry

ief Engineer w

The Chicef Eng

- ol
. .

S]] C rt in Comlnunicatlon W'lth the Judges, and to Sllb[[ll! an I st t f

. dr ourt, lmate for
'Oll for the

modutl

he Court House, |
e e o (Signed) H. FORBES, t
Acting Secretary to Government,

P
e sl
e e s

e b
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